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Saudi king pardons 
7,766 prisoners 

RIYADH (APj King Fahd has granted amnesty m 
7,766 prisoners to marie the end of the Holv Mon* of 
*"***!« newspaper rcp<mcd\WsdaY 
It said 4,648 Saudi prisoners and 3.1 IS lariium were 
released. Most were convicted of non-violem criinesl Ouot- 
jug a Saudi interior ministry statement, the En-fish Ian 
.BRISf , King fthd wanted the prisoned .pend 
Eid At fitr the feast that marks the end of the Holv Month 
with ineir families. The fasting month of Ramadan mario! 
the revelation of the Koran, Islam s holy book io the 
Pronhet Mohammed some I -ifif) V»“trt -in.. U I'... 



set during the Holy i>iumu. m wuoai, uuwn pnnee Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashid pardoned 87 prisoners on the 
same occasion, the Khalcej daily reported Wednesday. 
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HAPPY ‘EID AL FITR 

THE JORD.AN TIMES will not he published on Satur- 
day. January 31, as the newspaper will observe ‘Eid A1 
Frir holiday on Friday. All ministries and government 
departments will observe a public holiday from Wednes- 
day to Saturday. The next issue of the Jordan Times will 
appear on Sunday, Feb. I . We wish our readers and adver- 
tisers a very happy ‘Eid A1 Fin-. 
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Clinton warns Iraq on weapons amidst 
w *^ e consultations on possible strike 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
delivered a strongly worded 
warning to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein Tuesday, 
vowing in his annual address 
to Congress to deny Iraq 
weapons of mass destruction. 

“I know I speak for every- 
one in this chamber. Republi- 
can and Democrats, when I 
say to Saddam Hussein: You 
cannot defy the will of the 
world. You have used 
weapons of mass destruction 
before. We are determined to 
deny you the capacity to use 
them again," Mr. Ginton said 
in his State of the Union 
address, to thunderous 
applause. 

The warning comes as 
Washington embarks on a 
round of intensive internation- 
al consultations on U.S. plans 
for possible military action 
against Iraq for refusing to 
allow unrestricted inspections 
by UN. arms experts. 

Adding to concerns was 
chief U.N. anus inspector 
Richard Butlers conclusion 
that Iraq has loaded biological 
weapons onto missiles that 
could be put on nubile 
launchers. 

“As you know, the president 
has not yet made a decision on 
which way to go, but there is 
an increasing feeling that the 
diplomatic options have 
exhausted themselves, and it 
leaves us little choice to 
.achieve our goals than to look 
aL military action,” Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon 
said. 

US. plans to attack Iraq if 
Baghdad fails to allow unre- 
stricted U.N. arms inspections 
were at the centre of a flurry of 
trips planned by his top for- 
eign policy advisers, U.S. offi- 
cials said. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright was 
expected to leave Thursday 
for Europe and the Middle 
East to line up support for pos- 
sible U.S. military action, U.S. 
State Department officials 
said. 


U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen tentatively 
planned to travel to the Gulf in 
early February to consult with 
allies, and U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations Bill 
Richardson was to visit U.N. 
Security’ Council member 
countries around the world, 
officials said. 

“It's very dear the train Ls 
leaving the station here" Mr. 
Bacon said. 

.Although hounded by alle- 
gations of an affair with a 
White House intern. Mr. Clin- 
ton has received clear hacking 
for action in the Gulf from 
Republican leaders of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. Bacon indicated that 
military planners are looking 
at a broad range of targets — 
from facilities related to Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction 
to Republican Guard units and 
military intelligence and com- 
munications. 

“There obviously are a 
number of ways to deal with 
the weapons of mass destruc- 
tion challenge," Mr. Bacon 
said. 

“One is to go after the stock- 
piles themselves, another is to 
go alter the way they are 
delivered, a third is go after 
the production facilities and 
the facilities that are associat- 
ed with production. Those arc 
all things that we would look 
aL." he said. 

Mr. Bacon would not rule in 
or out the use of nuclear pene- 
trating bombs to destroy 
deeply buried Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction facilities. 

The main objective of a U.S. 
military- campaign would be 
to eliminate the threat posed 
by Baghdad’s weapons of 
mass destruction, paiticulariy 
its chemical and biological 
weapons, Mr. Bacon said 

Washington preferred to 
achieve that diplomatically 
through unfettered UN. 
inspections and would pursue 
that goal “until the last 
minute," Mr. Bacon said. 

“If, as currently is the case, 
that seems to be a fruitless. 


unachievable goal, then obvi- 
ously we’ll have to do some- 
dung else," he said. 

The United Slates lias 
amassed a large naval force in 
the Gulf and has warplanes 
stationed on carriers and at 
bases in Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain and at the 
Indian Ocean island of Diego 
Garcia. 

Bur in die past its Gulf allies 
have been reluctant to support 
U.S. force against Iraq. 

Asked whedier it hud per- 
mission from Gulf countries 
to use their bases for offensive 
strikes against Iraq. Mr. Bacon 
said the Pentagon was confi- 
dent it hud the flexibility it 
needed should Mr. Ginton opt 
to use force. 

The aircraft carrier USS 
Independence is due to arrive 
in the Gull' Feb. 6 or 7. which 
will raise the number of U.S. 
aircraft carriers there to three 
at least for a brief time. Penta- 
gon officials said. 

In another sign Washington 
was moving to a war footing, 
Mr. Bacon said the Pentagon 
was looking at a ways lu 
upgrade defences against 
chemical and biological 
weapons that are available to 
U.S. troops in the area. 

Among the measures under 
consideration is the deploy- 
ment of Portal Shield, a sensor 
system designed to detect bio- 
logical agents, Mr. Bacon 
said Vaccinations for troops 
also are under consideration, 
he said 

The Pentagon spokesman 
recalled U.S. warnings during 
the Gulf war that any use of 
weapons of mass destruction 
by Iraq would be meet with 
“devastating force." 

“I think Saddam Hussein 
knew during the Gulf war and 
knows now. that any use of 
weapons of mass destruction 
against American troops or 
American allies would be 
extremely dangerous because 
we would respond with great 
force and great decisiveness,” 
he said. 



Russia's Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Posuvalyuk 
(left) shakes hands with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tarcq Aziz shortly after his anival in Baghdad by car via 
Jordan late Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


Saddam meets Yeltsin's envoy 


BAGHDAD (AFP/ — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein met 
Russian envoy Viktor Rosuva- 
lyuk Wednesday, who gave 
him a message on the lraq- 
UN. crisis from President 
Boris Yeltsin, the official Iraqi 
news agency INA said. 

The message concerns "the 
current situation and the grow- 
ing crisis with the United States 
and the UN. Special Commis- 
sion fUNSCOM] " on disarm- 
ing Iraq the agency said. 

President Yeltsin also men- 
tioned "Russia’s efforts in 
accordance with the agreement 
concluded between Moscow 
and Baghdad in November" to 
defuse the UN.-lraqi stand-oil' 
over US. inspector; working 
forUNSCOM. 

Iraq had expelled 
UNSCOM’s U.S. experts but 


let them return a week later 
after Russia intervened. 

President Saddam told Mr. ! 
Posuvalyuk. Russia's deputy i 
foreign minister, that he 
"appreciates the efforts of . 
Boris Yeltsin, his government . 
and his foreign minister ■ 
[Yevgeny Primakov] to gel the j 
November accord respected," 
INA said. | 

The Iraqi leader and Mr. > 
Posuvalyuk also discussed the . 
situation in Iraq and U.S. ; 
liireab. against Iraq, the agency : 
said. ; 

The Russian envoy arrived in i 
Baghdad Tuesday to try to per- | 
suade Iraqi leaders to abide b\ | 
U.N. Security Council j 
demands that it allows 
UNSCOM inspector* to have 
unlimited and unconditional . 
access to all sites. 


Aide says Arafat told Americans 
he may resign over U.S. pressure 


Israel rejects EU mediation 


Combined agencies 
dispatch 

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT 
Yasser Arafat suggested to U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright he would resign if 
pressured by the United Stales 
to accept Israeli demands, a 
senior Palestinian official said 
Wednesday. 

“There was sort of a threat 
that he would resign," said the 
official who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The threat was made in one 
of three meetings Mr. Arafat 
had last week wiih Ms. Albright 
in Washington. The Palestinian 
leader also met with U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton to discuss the 
deadlock in the Israeli-Palestin- 
ian peace talks. 

In separate talks with Mr. 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
Clinton proposed that an 
upcoming Israeli troop pull- 
hock in the West Bank would 
be broken into several small 
steps, with the F^Iesunians 
making a security gesture in 
exchange for every redeploy- 
ment. 

Mir. Arafat has rejected the 
plan saying Israel has already 
committed itself to a large-scale 
troop withdrawal in a U.S.-bn> 
kered accord signed last year. 

Meanwhile, Israel rejected on 
Wednesday Palestinian 

demands to Europe be given a 

role in mediating an end to the 


deadlock in the peace process, 
saying European Union |EU) 
governments were too "pro- 
Arab.” 

‘The European positions are 
identical to those of the Pales- 
tinians. they cannot play the 
role of an impartial mediator," 
David Bar- Ulan, spokesman for 
Mr. Netanyahu, told AFP. 

Tuesday’ Palestinian leaders 
called for a summit of .Arab and 
European leaden, to address 
Israel's refusal to implement 
signed peace accords which 
notably require further troop 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Arafat turned towards 
Arab and European capitals 
after rejecting a U.S. compro- 
mise proposal which would 
have linked a series of phased 
Israeli troop pullbacks to Pales- 
tinian compliance with Israeli 
demands concerning security. 

Tzvi Tenney, head of the 
Israeli foreign ministry's eco- 
nomics department, also reject- 
ed giving the EU a greater role 
in negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians. 

’The EU has unfortunately 
adopted a pro-Arab line which 
docs not allow it to intervene in 
a neutral manner in the negotia- 
tions," Mf- Tenney told AFP. 

“A European presence would 
just get in the way of negotia- 
tions being carried out under 

US. sponsorship." he said. 

The official complained in 
particular to European leaders 


Albright to visit Egypt — Musa 

CAIRO I AFP) — U.S. Secreuuy of Stale Madeleine Albright will 
vibit Egypt at the end of her Arab and European tour to discuss the 
deadlocked Middle East peace talks, Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Wednesday. “Mrs. Albright will visit Egypt after 
her tour in the Middle East and Europe," Mr. Musa told reporters 
in Cairo. "The timing of this visit is very important because it will 
provide a chance to discuss the crisis which continues to face the 
Middle East peace process and particularly on the Israeli -Palestin- 
ian track," Mr. Musa said. 


“favour the creation of a Pales- 
tinian state, and this prejudges 
tiw ouicomc of negotiations 
which must he held on the final 
status” of the occupied territo- 
ries. 

The Israeli foreign ministry's 
number two official. Eilan Ben- 
Tzur, was meeting this week in 
London wilh Israel’s ambas- 
sadors to the 1 5 EU members io 
discuss ways to counter any 
unwelcome European diplo- 
matic effort in favour of the 
Palestinians, officials said. 

For Israel, the UE's role 
should focus on providing 
needed financial aid to the 
Palestinian National Authority 
tPNA). 

"In this area the Europeans 
fulfil an essential role and they 
could also be bciplul in helping 
promote democracy in the 
Palestinian (National) Authori- 
ty’s institutions." Mr. Bar-IUan 
said. 

Officials also dismissed press 
reports - thiti the EU could 
impose economic sanctions on 
banel in response to the dead- 
lock in peace talks. 

“It’s a ridiculous idea, Europe 


has not economic leverage 
since it has a huge trade surplus 
with Israel.” Mr. Tenney said. 

. The European hkv is by far 
Israel's main trade partner, with 
total trade last year of $26 bil- 
lion and a $10 billion deficit in 
favour of Europe. 

Tensions between Israel and 
the EU rose earlier this month 
after the European Commis- 
sion issued a report calling fora 
“review’" of EU relations with 
the Jewish state if Israel's gov- 
ernment proved “unable to 
achieve concrete progress" in 
the peace process. 

The commission especially 
criticised Israeli restrictions on 
movement in and out of the 
Palestinian territories over the 
past two years which have 
caused serious economic hard- 
ships. 

Mr. Tenney called the EU 
report •‘unhaianevd" in to if 
failed to lake into account 
Israeli efforts to help the Pales- 
tinian economy or lire Palestini- 
ans’ own responsibility for 
some of their economic woes. 


Paris criticises 
Butler’s germ 
warfare 
statement 

Combined agency 
dispatches 

FRANCE ON Wednesday 
voiced both criticism and 
doubt about U.N. disarma- 
ment chief Richard But- 
ler's allegations chat Iraq 
had germ warfare capabili- 
ties to “blow- away Tel 
Aviv." 

French Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine emerged 
from a weekly cabinet 
meeting expressing doubt 
about Mr. Butler's state- 
ments saying Iraq had large 
quantities of botulin toxin 
or anthrax. 

“This is not exactly what 
emerges front the repons of 
the [U.N. Special] Com- 
mission l UNSCOM], and l 
wonder whether he [Butler] 
is nor over-stepping his 
prerogatives." Mr. Vedrine 
said. 

French Foreign Ministry 
deputy spokesman Yves 
Doutriaux said: 'The 

details given by Mr. Butler 
are not in conformity wtith 
(he information transmitted 
to the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council." 

Mr. Butler, who is chair- 
man of UNSCOM, was 
quoted by the New York 
Times on Tuesday as say- 
ing that Iraq possessed 
enough anthrax to “blow 
away Tel Aviv” 

(Continued on page 3) 


Government likely to contest 
court decision on press law 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Jnrdiui Times Sra/f Reporter 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — The gov- 
ernment is likely to contest the 
decision of the High Conn of 
Justice, which deemed the 
amendments to the press and 
publications law as unconstitu- 
tional. 

The possibility that the gov- 
ernment introduces a new draft 
law tv initiates action against 
the coun ruling, “through con- 
stitutional means" is likely 
according to Deputy Prime 
Minister Jawad Ananl Dr. 
Anani told the Jordan Times 
that the government is still 
.•audying the implications of 
the court ruling to entailed, 
inter alia, the right of weekly 
new spapers, suspended by the 
government last September to 
resume publication 

But there Is no clear-cut deci- 
sion on how the government 
would react to the historic deci- 
sion that challenged its power 
to issue temporary laws. Early 
indications show that the Cabi- 
net is likely to submit a new 
draft law to Parliament and 
simultaneously contest the 
High Court riding. 

“I don't rule out that possibil- 
ity" Dr. Anani said. “There are 
talks on the subject [within the 
Cabinet]. But for the time 
being, we are studying [the 
implications] of the ruling." 

"Matters will be clearer after 
Al Rtr feast," he added 

The government, in the 
words of some of its ministers, 
had repeatedly implied it 
intended to react to the ruling 
although it did not go into 
specifics. While hailing the 


decision us a democratic step 
and praising the Judicial 
authority as an independent 
and separate power, some Cab- 
inet members, including 
Deputy Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ensour and Minister of 
State for litformation Affairs 
Samir Mutawi, have insisted 
that the press still needs to be 
regulated 

Dr. Ensour was quoted by 
the official news agency as say- 
ing to "the government will 
submit a new' draft law and will 
evaluate the judicial decision 
through constitutional means." 
Observers believe to the min- 
ister was referring to the possi- 
bility of taking the matter to the 
High Council for the interpre- 
tation of the Constitution 

The ruling said to the gov- 
ernment's introduction of a 
temporary press law was 
unconstitutional since there 
was no state of emergency or 
necessitating circumstances for 
the government to change the 
1993 law when Parliament was 
in recess. The ruling did not 
cover the contents of the law 
but was viewed by judicial 
experts as a precedent to can 
serve as a reminder for future 
governments of their limited 
power to issue temporary laws. 

The government, taken by 
surprise by the court ruling, is 
now studying various options 
to issue a new law “to protect 
the citizens" from what it per- 
ceives as viles of the tabloids. 
Aral since die court did not rule 
on the contents of the law itself, 
journalists fear that the govern- 
ment will submit a new draft 
law to Parliament witft the 
same amendments. 


In remarks made to the Jor- 
dan Times earlier. Dr. Mutawi 
said that the Government was 
determined to protect public 
interest from any infringe- 
ments in clear reference to 
some of the weekly newspa- 
per; that were closed down as a 
result of the temporary law. 

“The reasons that led to the 
Issuance of the law are still 
there," was Dr. Mutawi 's 
assessment. 

While the Jordan Times 
received mixed reactions from 
ministers indicating a split 
within the Council of Minis- 
ters. it is still unknown which 
way the balance will tip. Some 
ministers insist to a reaction 
to the ruling should be made 
since the Government still 
strongly believes in the amend- 
ments, while others indicate 
that the ruling has reinforced 
the separation of powers and 
has restored confidence in the 
judicial system and should 
therefore be respected to the 
letter. The laiter believes there 
was no need for a reaction con- 
testing the decision or intro- 
ducing a new law. 

The temporary press law. 
issued chi May 17 lasr year, 
raised the minimum capital 
required for the establishment 
of newspapers, imposed heavy 
penalties on violators of the 
press law and gave the govern- 
ment a say in republishing 
newspapers if they were closed 
down by a coun ruling. The 
amendments were strongly 
criticised by human rights 
organisations to described 
them as highly undemocratic. 


Israelis pick up gas masks 
as crisis with Iraq looms 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Wednesday to Israel was 
preparing for "any possibility" 
following reports that Iraq 
could fire missiles at the Jewish 
state if the stand-off between 
Baghdad and UN. weapons 
inspectors degenerates into 
war. 

“All I can say at this time is 
that we are following the situa- 
tion closely and calmly and are 
taking the necessary precau- 
tions." Mr. Netanyahu said 
after a meeting of his top mili- 
tary and security aides to dis- 
cuss the crisis. 

"We are preparing to deal 
with any possibility.” he told 
reporters without elaborating. 

But Mr. Netanyahu went on 
to play down the immediate 
threat posed by Iraq after top 
U.N. weapons inspector 
Richard Butler said Baghdad 
had sufficient biological war- 
heads to "blow 3 way Te! A\ iv.” 

"There is no reason for peo- 
ple to change their routine*, or 
take any special measures." he 
said on Israel Radio. 

Meanwhile. Israelis headed 
to army distribution centres to 
pick up gas masks Wednesday 
ns fears mounted that Iraq 
might fire chemical or biologi- 
cal warheads at the Jew ish 
state. 

"We’ve seen a certain rush to 
the centres which distribute 
anti-chemical and biological 
warfare kits." a spokesman for 
the army’s civil defence divi- 
sion told AFP. 

The gas mask rash came 
after the U.N. official in charge 
of hunting down Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction 
Mr. Butler, declared Tuesday 
to Baghdad had enough bio- 
logical weapons to "blow away 
Tel Aviv.” 

Israeli concents were fuelled 
further by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's State of the Union 
speech Tuesday night in which 
he issued a clear warning 


Washington was prepared to 
use military force to destroy 
Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Tie building Iraq crisis got 
banner headlines in the Israeli 
press Wednesday with the 
mass circulation Yediot 
Aharonoi reporting on its front 
page an alleged CIA warning 
to Israel that "Saddam could 
fire missiles on Tel Aviv if he is 
attacked." 

The Haaretz newspaper 
quoted “Western sources” say- 
ing Baghdad continues to hide 
75 warheads containing germ 
or gas agents, although it 
remains unclear if it has any 
missiles left to deliver the 
weapons following its defeat in 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

During thui conflict. Iraq 


fired 39 Scud missiles with 
conventional warheads on 
Israel, killing two persons and 
wounding hundreds 

Since the start of the war, 
mosi Israelis have army issued 
gas masks, but they must be 
regularly checked or replaced, 
notably with newer models 
capable of protecting against 
biological or chemical agents. 

The United States has made 
clear it will consider attacking 
Iraq if the government of Pres- 
ident Saddam continues pre- 
venting UN. inspectors from 
investigating sites where they 
suspect Iraq is hiding w eapons 
of mass destruction. 

President Saddam has 
barred the inspectors from 
what he has declared “presi- 
dential Mies." 
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Iranian journalist sentenced to death 


\-Atfs A 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
influential former editor of the 
English-language daily Iran 
News, Morteza Firouzi, has 
been sentenced to death for 
spying for a foreign country, 
the official Iranian news 
agency ZRNA reported 
Wednesday. 

No information was given 
about the case or the country 
for which Mr. Ftnouzi suppos- 
edly spied. His arrest and trial 
had nor been reported previ- 
ously. 

However, media sources 
said Ml FIrouzi. a respected 
political analyst in his early 
40s. had been arrested at the 
beginning of last summer. His 
name disappeared from the 
list of the paper's staff in Octo- 
ber. 

The agency cited a judicial 
official as saying that the sen- 
tence would soon go to the 
supreme court for approval 


in line with Iranian legal pro- 
cedure. 

Iran News, founded in 1994. 
is one of four English-lan- 
guage newspapers published 
in Tehran. Said to be dose to 
the foreign ministry, it is wide- 
ly read by foreign diplomats. 

He was close to conserva- 
tive circles, notably Iranian 
Parliamentary Speaker Ali 
Akbar Naiq-Nomi whom the 
journalist accompanied in his 
last trip to Russia last spring. 

In early 1990s, Mr. Firouzi 
travelled to France at the invi- 
tation of die French foreign 
min is try, where he held talks 
with former French President 
Valery Giscaid d'Estaing, 
who chaired parliament's for- 
eign affairs committee at the 
time. 

Mr. Firouzi, known for his 
moderate and modernist 
• views, formerly served as edi- 
’ Dor-in-chief of another Eng- 


lish-language daily, Tehran 
Times. But he later left the 
paper along with its managing 
director. Massoud Soltanifar, 
and the two founded the Iran 
News. 

The editor’s arrest and tough 
sentencing has shaken Iranian 
journalists, who were hoping 
for greater freedom under the 
moderate new Iranian presi- 
dent, Mohammad Khatami, 
who took office in August 

IRNA’s announcement 
came several days after a visit 
to Iran News by the moderate 
new Iranian cuhure minister. 
Ayatollah Mohajerani. who 
praised the paper for its ser- 
vices to the foreign communi- 
ty. 

Meanwhile Sunday, about. 
40 people, mainly members of 
Iran's Freedom Movement 
(IFM). protested against the 
arrest last month of a left-lean- 
ing journalist 


Arafat gives Hamas leader 
award for ‘national struggle’ 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat gave an award Tues- 
day to the spiritual leader of 
the Islamist group Hamas, 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, in 
honour of his ''national strug- 
gle." 

President Arafat gave 
Sheikh Yassin a copy of the 
Holy Koran, which an 
announcer said the religious 
affairs ministry had decided 
to bestow for “his struggles 
and his sacrifices on behalf of 
the nation." 

The award was given dur- 


ing a ceremony dinner hon- 
ouring several Muslim schol- 
ars held by foe religious 
affairs minis try on what is 
expected to be the last day of 
fasting in the Islamic Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

During foe dinner, Mr. 
Arafat fed and gave water to 
Sheikh Yassin, who is para- 
plegic and bound to a wheel- 
chair. witnesses said. 

Sheikh Yassin spent eight 
years in an Israeli prison for 
involvement in attacks 
against civilians before being 
released in October in an 


exchange for Israeli intelli- 
gence agents caught by Jor- 
dan trying to kill a Hamas 
official in Amman. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) has 
rejected President Arafat's 
self-rule deals with Israel and 
has led a campaign of vio- 
lence which has killed scores 
of Israelis since 1994. 

Israel has demanded Mr. 
Arafat’s security forces sup- 
press Hamas as a pre-condi- 
tion to conducting a promised 
troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank. 


Akbar Ghanji, an official 
with the monthly Literary 
magazine Rahe-No (New 
Way ) and a former employee 
of the literary review Kian. 
has been held since Dec. 6 
without explanation from the 
authorities, according to the 
opposition. 

Mr. Gfcanji s wife recently 
sent a letter to Ml Khatami 
asking him to personally inter- 
vene to free her husband. 

Another journalist, Farcy 
SarkuhL is to be released 
shortly after spending a year 
in jail for “negative propagan- 
da" against the Islamic repub- 
lic. 

Mr. SaikuhL the editor of 
die literary monthly Adineh 
(Friday), was among 134 
writers and journalists in Iran 
who signed a petition 
demanding greater freedom. 

34 dead 


m new 
Algeria 




VOLUNTEER FORCE: Iraqi people stand in queue in Baghdad on Wednesday as they apply for applications to 
volunteer their support for Iraqi President Saddam Hussein against the United States. Iraq accused chief UN. 
arms inspector Richard Butler of trying to foil a Russian attempt to defuse tension betweeen Baghdad and the 
United Nations and United States over weapons monitoring (Reuters photo) 


massacres U.S. cutting military aid to Turkey, Greece 


Israeli put in mental hospital 
for vowing to help Hamas 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — A Russ- 
ian immigrant to Israel has 
been put under mental exam- 
ination by police after boast- 
ing to. neighbours that he sup- 
ported Hamas and would 
help them commit bomb 
attacks, police said Wednes- 
day. 

A neighbour of Vladimir 
Fredovich in the occupied 
Arab east Jerusalem settle- 
ment of Gilo noticed leaflets 


in the man’s home proclaim- 
ing support for Hamas — an 
acronym for the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, police 
.said. 

When he confronted him, 
Fredovich began screaming 
that he was “going to help 
Hamas kill people,’' police 
said. Neighbours called the 
police who arrested Fre- 
dovich. 

But Fredovich, who immi- 


grated from Russia over a 
year ago and took Israeli citi- 
zenship, was immediately 
handed over to psychiatrists 
and police said he was 
expected to be consigned to a 
mental hospital. 

Hamas has rejected Pales- 
tinian-lsraeii self-rule 

accords and has led a cam- 
paign of violence which has 
left scores of Israelis dead 
since 1994. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Thirty- 
four people were killed in 
three attacks overnight Mon- 
day by armed Islamists, the 
Algerian security services said 
Wednesday. 

The attacks were carried out 
in the southern areas of Djelfa 
and Laghouat, and around 
Blida. a town to the south of 
Algiers, they said in a series of 
communiques. 

They added that 14 armed 
Islamists had been killed 
Tuesday by the • security 
forces. 

Press reports earlier 
Wednesday said 14 people 
had been lolled in recent 
attacks, including 12 in a 
remote village in the Laghouat 
district on Monday nighL 

Algeria is in the final days of 
its bloodiest Ramadan since 
1992. when the military’s 
decision to cancel elections 
triggered an Islamik insur- 
gency. 

Well over 1.000 have died 
since the end of December, 
according to press reports in 
Algiers, which the govern- 
ment has dismissed as exag- 
gerated. 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish government con- 
firmed Monday that the Unit- 
ed States plans to cut all mili- 
tary loans to both Turkey and 
its feflow NATO member 
Greece from next year as part 
of budget-saving measures. 

According to preliminary 
information, “the U.S. admin- 
istration is contemplating 
ending military and economic 
assistance" to Turkey and 
Greece in 1999, Turkish For- 
eign Ministry spokesman 
Necati Utkan told reporters 
here. 

Diplomatic sources, who 
announced the U.S. move to 
AFP at the weekend, said the 
decision will become effec- 
tive when the U.S. adminis- 
tration formally unveils its 
draft budget for next year on 
Feb. 2. 


The move effectively ends 
decades of U.S. military aid. 
conceived during the cold war 
era, ro NATO's two southeast- 
ern flank members. The recip- 
ient counliies use the Foreign 
Military Sales (FMS) loans to 
buy U.S. arms. 

With the aid constantly 
decreasing over recent years. 
Turkey and Greece were 
scheduled to receive $150 
million and SI 05 million, 
respectively, in 1998. the final 
year of FMS loans. 

Washington had been keen 
to preserve a 7: 10 ratio in mil- 
itary aid to the arch rivals. 

Mr. Utkan said U.S. offi- 
cials also had plans to trans- 
form this year’s $150 million 
loan to Turkey to a grant of 
$21 million, without explain- 
ing the reason. 

He also did not specify if 


Turkey disapproved the move 
but said: “We are looking for- 
ward to increasing trade, ener- 
gy cooperation and [U.S.] 
investments’' in Turkey. 

Defence experts here sug- 
gested the U.S. decision 
would have only little effect 
on Ankara's arms procure- 
ment programmes. 

“Turkey spends neady $3 
billion a year on arms pro- 
curement and modernisation, 
and FMS loans of some $150 
million at market interest 
rates would actually not mat- 
ter for Ankara.” Ankara-based 
political analyst Dogan Akin 
told AFP. 

The United States has tradi- 
tionally been Turkey's largest 
arras supplier since Ankara 
joined NATO in the early 
1950s. 

But relations between the 


two were marred by a 1996 
move by the U.S. administra- 
tion to suspend foe delivery to 
Ankara of three frigates' 
because of Turkish-Greek 
tensions, despite an earlier 
agreement. The U.S. Con- 
gress last August moved to 
release the frigates. 

The U.S. move on FMS:. 
loans comes shortly before a , 
planned visit by U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cahento 
Turkey to review defence ties. 

Turkey currently owes more 
than $5 billion to foe United 
States in previously received 
FMS loans. 

Turkey, which has NATO’s 
largest army after foe United ' 
States, last year announced 
that it would spend neady SSI- 
billion on defence procure- . 
mem over foe next 10 years. 


Turkey plans military-inspired anti-Islamist law 


Lebanon lodges complaints with ceasefire committee 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
has filed two complaints against 
Israel with foe international 
committee monitoring the south 
Lebanon ceasefire after one 
civilian was killed and another 
wounded in separate incidents, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Lebanon blames Israel for foe 
explosion Tuesday which killed 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 
11:05 Tennis Australian Open 
‘98 < summary) 

12:00 Children's film: "The 
Wizard of Oz" 

13:40 Golden Circus Festival 

14:40 Trench Varieties 

16:00 Interceptor 

17:00 Film: “The Half-Back of 
Notredanxe” 

18:30 _ .News Headlines 

18:35 Comedy — Fresh Prince 
of Bel-Air 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 - Varieties 

19:30 Comedy — Keeping Up 
Appearances 

20:10 The American Chan 
Show' 

21:10 Mini-series — The Pea- 
cock Spring iPt T) 

22:00 - News in English 

23:30 Film: ‘Gone With the 
Wind" 

02:00 Tennis Australian Open 
’98 ( live to run until i&.OQ am 
Friday) 

Friday Programmes 
11:05 Tennis Australian Open 
*98 (summary) 

12.4)0 French Cartoon Film 

13:40 The Worlds Greatest 
Magic 

14:20 French Rim— Les Trots 
Freres 

16.-00 -Interceptor 

16-45 -Shake Bite 

17:00 Feature Film — Sod 
Busters 

18:30 News Headlines 

18:35 — - Comedy 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 — Varieties 


a track driver near Jezzin. a 
Christian area controlled by 
Israel’s proxy militia, the South 
Lebanon Amy. they said. Jezzin 
is in foe north of the south 
Lebanon buffer zone occupied 
by Israel. 

HizboQah denied in a state- 
ment that it had any connection 
with the attack. 


Beirut also complained that a 
woman was wounded in 
Mashghara in foe Syrian-con- 
trolled eastern Befcaa Milky by 
Israeli fire, die officials said. 

Lebanon says both incidents 
violated the April J 996 ceasefire 
arrangements between Israel 
and Hizbollah. under which 
they agreed to spore civilians 


and not to launch attacks from 
residential areas. 

In 1997, 40 civilians were 
slain and 128 wounded in south 
Lebanon, while a civilian was 
wounded in northern Israel. 

Israel occupies foe zone just 
inside Lebanon to ward off 
cross-border attacks on its north- 
ern territory. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s 
government is seeking foe rein- 
troduction of a former anti- 
Islamist law recommended by 
the powerful military to counter 
religious activism, a newspaper 
report said Wednesday. 

The military-dominated 

National Security Council 
(MGK) had previously 

bemoaned the abolition of the 
law against activities aimed at 
establishing Islamic sharia law 
in secular Turkey. 

“The government fell in line 
with the MGK’s recommenda- 
tion. The crime of making pro- 
paganda and organising to set 
up a religious-based system is 


to be put into law again." the 
Liberal Yeni Yuzyil newspaper 
said in its leading, front-page 
article. 

A new draft criminal code is 
expected to be approved by the 
cabinet next week before being 
sent to parliament The state 
minister responsible for human 
rights had asked for more time 
to study foe bill, which has been 
signed by other ministers. 

Government ministers were 
not immediately available for 
comment 

The MGK criticised the 1991 
abolition of foe code's para- 
graph 163 at a meeting on Feb. 
28, 1997 which launched a sec- 


ularist campaign against the 
then Islamist-led government 

Growing pressure from the 
secularist elite culminated in the 
collapse last June of the coali- 
tion under Thikey’s first 
Islamist leader. Necraettin 
Erbakan. 

The constitutional court out- 
lawed Mr. Erbakan’s Islamist 
Welfare Party earlier this month 
for sedition. During his time as 
prime minister he had ordered a 
series of mild Islamist reforms 
which angered the military. 

Yeni Yuzyil said foe criminal 
code bill also envisages aboli- 
tion of paragraph eight the 
“fight against terrorism law." 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


1930 Comedy — Keeping Up 
Appearances 

20:10 — Variety Programme 

21:00 Mini -series — The Pea- 
cock Spring (Pl II) 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO Film: “Ruby Jean and foe 
Joe” 

23:59 ....Varieties 

01 KM) Tennis Austrian Open '98 
(live) 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:08 ... 


0637— 


11:49 


14:45 


17:10 


1830 

‘kha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Amnmdatiofl 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church' Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 


Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 6S8404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Under the effect of a cold air 
mass and a depression affect- 
ing the Kingdom, there will be 
a significant drop in tempera- 
tures. skies cloudy to partly 
cloudy, and rainy. Effective 
Thursday evening, snow is 
expected to fall over areas that 
are 1,100 metres above sea 
level. Winds will be westerly 
to northwesterly active. In 
Aqaba, it will be rainy, skies 
partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate to active, and seas 
choppy. 

Amman 04/08 

Aqaba 10/18 

Deserts 03/10 

Jordan Valley 10/17 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 22 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 57 per 
cent Aqaba 36 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Afif Shukri 898863 

Dr. NidalAlDahleb 827195 

Dc Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dt SaTdTawfiq 788285 

Fh-as pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoufch pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisaiu pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DRBUh 

Dr. Ahmad Qann 2S14&4 

A1 Quds pharmacy t. — ) 

ZARQA: 

De RatibAtallah 994424 

Khafifefa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

— - 661 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Prke Complaints 661 176 


Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .. .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

— 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 


Queen Alia Hospital 

...» - .602240/50 

Amal Hospital -...674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- >(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 
AI HSona Modem Hospital 
<09)990990 


Water Authority -.680100 

Jordan Dectridty Authority 

-.815615 

jORBHh 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Electric Povrer Company 

—.636381 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 

(02 347)00 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44- 
53200 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 

j03)3 14111 

HOSPITALS 




AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

8] 381 332 

Khalidi Maternity. 6442S1/6 

Akileh Maternity. ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
612362 

Hlalhas, J. Amman — .636 140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital .....669131 
University Hospital — 8458+5 
AJ-Muasber Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islam ic. Abdali 6661 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdafi 664164/6 

I talian, AFMohajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .............775 11 1/26 

Armv, Marka 89161 1/15 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Infonnation on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 —.Sanaa <RTi 


08:25 - _J3omhay (RJ) 

09:15 JDhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

10. -05 Beirut (RJ) 

10ri)5 -Muscat Doha (RJ) 

10:15 .Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10-30 - Colombo tRJ) 

15:00 _ New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1730 Moscow (RJ) 

18:05 —Kuwait (RJ) 

18:10 — London, Athens (RJ) 
1835 -Bongkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19:45 ...Abu Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ) 

21:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

2230 - i-amaca (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 — ShariqahtAH) 

15:00 Doha (QR) 

15:20 —Muscat. Doha (GFj 

16:00 ..... Dubai (EK) 

1630 RomefAZ) 

20K>Q Tel Aviv (MS) 

20:10 . — Beirut (ME) 

20--40 .Cairo (MS) 

23:10 .Istanbul (TK) 

2330 — London. Beimt (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 - Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
0930 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

1830 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

2130 Aqaba (RW) 

2230 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


which targets separatist activi- 
ties. 

The newspaper quoted Ihtk- 
ish Justice Minister Oltan Sun- 
guriu as saying foe area covered 
by this law would be filled by 
other paragraphs against propa- 
ganda threatening foe public 
order. 

Paragraph eight criticised by 
rights groups and Western * 
countries, has frequently been 
used to punish writers and jour- 
nalists. . 

Turkey's shaky human rights 
record is a major obstacle to the 
country's long-standing aim: of 
achieving full European Union 
membership. 


0630 J3eiriit(RJ) J 

0735 Moscow (RJ> 

11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

1130 -Tunis (RJ) . 

Us45 ..Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (TRJ) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Athens, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London CRO 

1630 Jeddah (addjXRJ) 

1935 

20:10 Cairo ^^ 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur, 

23 K)0 Jakarta jpjff 

Other Flights 

0035 Amsterdam 

03:00 -.Afoear|0^P 

06:40 Beirut LoodoofBAf W 

08:00 Beirut (ME? “ 

1130 LondohfBA) 

14:45 Riyadh '(SY) 7 

15: 00 Algiers (AS) ' - 

1535 .DobajQR) 

16:20 -Abu Dhabi, Doha (GR 

17:00 Muscat Dubai (KK) ; 

1730 - Rome(AZ) J 

21:20 ,,TelA\*v(LY) - 

21:40 .C&rofMS) 

08:00 _J3eirut (ME) ; 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday)-, 




08:15 Aqaba (TO 

0930 -.-Amman (QAM) (RW)' 
16:45 Amman (Maria Airport). 
(RW) --•'.-v-.V 

1735 .TelAvrv W 

2030 _.. Amman (QAIA) (R^O 
2130 Aqaba (RW) 
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H . er . Majesty Queen N JS r . <,n %v ' edne 5»dnv meets with Prime Minister Abdul Salum 
Majah, Deputy Prime Minister Jawad Anani. and Senator Ia*IIu Sharaf at the Prime 
Ministry 

Queen, Majali discuss support 
for NGOs, protection of reserves 



AMMAN tJ.T.i — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on 
Wednesday met with Prime 
Minister Abdul Salmn Majali 
;it die Prime Ministry to dis- 
cuss means of strengthening 
the role of non-govcm mental 
organisations tNGOs) as 
effective partners in sponsor- 
ing comprehensive commu- 
nity development pr«»- 
sninnues Lind incniuc-gcncr- 
atine projects in the country, 
according to a press release. 

Jordan has international, 
covemmental and non-gov- 
ernmental oreanisiu ions that 
support around incomc-gcn- 
erating projects for women, 
the disabled, die unemployed 
and underprivileged :ls well 
as for Palestinian refugees. 


Queen Nmir emphasised the 
important rule vliat NC»Os are 
playing in curbing unem- 
ployment and poverty and 
complementing government 

el torts to promote Mvial wel- 
fare. the statement contin- 
ue J. 

The Queen and the prime 
minister also discussed pub- 
lic and priv Lite seeior cooper- 
ation in the pioteetton and 
preservation of Jordan's nat- 
ural environment through a 
system of nature reserves. 

The prime minister reiter- 
ated the government's com- 
mitment. embodied in the 
National Environment Strat- 
egy. to ensure the protection 
of these reserves, which have 
been established and man- 


aged by the Royal Society 
tor the Conservation of 
Nature tRSCN). Queen 
Noor. who is the RSCN 
patron, noted dial the nature 
reserves are integral in safe- 
guarding the country’s bio- 
diversity and eeo-syslems 
anil are home to a number of 
rare, globally endangered 
fauna and llora. the 
announcement read. 

Senator Leila Sharaf, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Jaw .id Anani. Minister of 
Energy and Acting Mini-iter 
i »f Finance Mohammad 
Saleh Horani and Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation Execu- 
tive Director Sima Bahous 
also attended the meeting 
with the Queen. 


Ministries collaborating to 
unify basic food subsidies 


AMMAN tJ.T.) — The Min- 
istry of Industry-. Trade and: 
Supply is working in con- 
junction vviifi tfielVEnisiry of 
Finance to adopt a specific 
mechanism to unify govern- 
ment subsidies paid to the 
needy for basic foodstuffs. 

The Ministry of Industry. 
Trade and Supply, which 
pays cash subsidies to limit- 
ed- and low-income groups 
for rice, sugar, milk raid 
bread, will try to facilitate the 
process by disbursing the aid 
through banks, according to 
Minister of Industry. Trade 
and Supply Hani Mulki in 


remarks published Wednes- 
day in the local press. 

But Dr. Mulki said his min- 
“isify was" current fy ' revising 
the lists of citizens qualified 
for the subsidy, especially 
since a previous revision 
revealed that many of those 
who had been receiving cash 
subsidies were not among die 
targeted low-income groups. 

He said this question 
should be addressed immedi- 
ately so that subsidies' will be 
given to those who are actu- 
ally in need. 

Once the (ists of groups to 
receive the aid have been 


revised and updated, they 
w ill be referred to die Nation- 
al .Aid Fund (NAFi and other 
"departments for distribution. 

Dr. Mulki said the govern- 
ment will maintain the level 
of subsidies to low-income 
citizens once die lists have 
been finalised, but he noted 
that disbursement will not 
lake place before final 
approval of die 1998 fiscal 
budget. 

Since 1990. the govern- 
ment lias subsidised basic 
foodstuffs only for Jordani- 
ans whose iota/ monthly 
income is less dun JD500. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Ra’d attends iftar 

IRBID (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Ben Zeid on Wednesday attended an 
iftar banquet hosted by A I Nahda Club for 
the Physically Handicapped raid conveyed 
His Majesty King Hussein's greetings to the 
club’s administrative committee. Prince 
Ra’d praised die achievements of the handi- 
capped despite the obstacles facing them. He 
promised to make every possible effort to 
help die club members carry' out their duties 
and participate actively in their coni mu Hi- 
des’ development. 


Mayor meets with charity 
campaign committee 

AMMAN < Petra J — Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi. chairman of the Higher Com- 
mittee for the Charity Campaign. Wednesday- 
said the charity campaign will continue 
throughout the year to help pour families in 
the various parts of the Kingdom. Speaking 
after a meeting by the committee. Dr. Abba- 
di said the campaign has adopted new meth- 
ods to help finance income-generating pro- 
jects for individuals and groups. 


King receives congratulatory messages on ‘Eid 


AMMAN ( Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received cables 
of congratulations on the 
occasion of ‘Eid A I Fitr from 
Arab and Islamic leaders, as 
well as frnm the prime min- 
ister. speakers of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and senior civil and 
military officials. 

The senders of the cables 
wished King Hussein contin- 
ued good health and happi- 
ness and the Jordanian peo- 


ple further progress and 
prosperity. The cables came 
from King Hasson II of 
Morocco. Sultan Qaboos I bn 
Said of Oman. Egyptian 
President Hosm Mubarak. 
Iraqi President Saddam. 
Hussein. Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, Tunisian 
President Zinc Al Abideen 
Ben Ali, Sudanese President 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir. 
Mauritanian President 
Mouavviyu WaJd Sidi Ahmad 
El Tavi\ United Arab Emi- 


rates President Sheikh Zj> cd 
Ben Sultan Al Nahyan. 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa, Bahraini Emu- 
Sheikh ls.su Ibn Salman Al 
Khalifa. Palestinian National 
Authority President Yasser 
Arafat, and the presidents ol 
Maldives. Eriteria. Uzbek- 
istan and South Africa. 

King Hussein also 
received cables of congratu- 
lations from the UAE Vice 
President Sheikh Nlakioum 
Ben Rashid AJ Maktoum. 


Bahraini Crown Prince 
Sheikh Hamad Ibn Issa, 
Qatari Crown Prince Sheikh 
Jasem Ben Hamad .AJ Thani, 
Saudi Arabian Second 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Princx Sulian Ibn Abdul Aziz 
and Prince Salman Ibn 
Abdul .Aziz, and Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince Khlaifa Ben 
Zayed. 

Also Wednesday, King 
Hussein received cables of 
congratulations from the 
Bahraini and Qatari prime 


ministers, the UAE deputy 
prime minister, Kuwaiti first 
deputy* prime minister, die 
ruler of Ras Al Kheima Emi- 
rate, Sheikh Saqr Ben 
Mohammad Al Qasimi. the 
deputy prime minister of 
Omari. Arab League Secre- 
tary General Esniat Abdul 
Meguid. and the speakers of 
the Palestinian National 
Council and the Palestinian 
Legislative Council Salim A I 
Za T noun and Ahmad Qurei' 
respectively. 


Balqa 

police 

announce 

arrests in 

connection 

with 

robberies 

S A LT ( Petra ) — Ba Iqa 
go ve rnoratc police 
Wednesday announced 
the arrest of a number of 
.suspects who they said 
had taken part in several 
armed robberies, fraud 
and embezzlement, 
sometimes by using 
supernatural means. 

Colonel Sami Majali, 
police department direc- 
lor. i old a press confer- 
ence that the same group 
had also been burglaris- 
ing stores, schools, and 
homes and stealing cars. 

The people who were 
robbed were not exposed 
to* any bodily harm by 
the suspected assailants, 
who look their cash, jew- 
ellery. watches and other 
valuable items, accord- 
ing to Col. Majali. 

He said the suspects 
carried out their rob- 
beries during foggy 
weather, iftar meals, and 
at night. 

The cooperation of the 
public during police 
investigations into these 
incidents helped in the 
suspects* final arrest, he 
added. 

Col. Majali also tack- 
led the question of citi- 
zens discharging 

firearms during social 
occasions, such as wed- 
dings. stating that some 
people were not cooper- 
ating with the police in 
ending this practice, 
which he said has been 
troubling the public and 
causing loss of life. 

"We are going to deal 
firmly with people who 
fire [ weapons J on these 
occasions and we will 
hold citizens hosting cel- 
ebrations where firing 
takes place responsible 
for any incidents," he 
said. 

Col. Majali added that 
his department has 
already referred to court 
a number of people who 
were found firing during 
celebrations. 


Local daily announces plans to launch 
international edition in U.S., Canada 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special in ihc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Arab A! 
Yawm daily will launch 
an international edition in 
the United States and 
Canada alter the ’Eid Al 
Fitr feast, thus becoming 
the first Jordanian news- 
paper io hit the stands in 
North America, publisher 
Riyad Hroub said 
Wednesday. 

It will face tough com- 
petition from three estab- 
lished London-based Ara- 
bic newspapers. Al Hayar. 
Al Quds Al Arabi. and Al 
Sharq Al AwsjI. which are 
distributed throughout 
Europe, North America 
and the Middle East. 

"Our first ever 
international edition will 
be issued from our office 
in New York right after 
the ’Eid.'" Dr. Hroub told 
the Jordan Times. The 
’Eid ends on Sunday. 

"It will be distributed in 
all parts of the Stales and 
Canada.” he added. 

Dr. Hroub said his new s- 


paper has a network of 
international eorrespon- 
dents in major ports of the 
U.S.. the U.K., France. 
Turkey. Egypt. Syria. 
Algeria. Tunisia. Iraq and 
other Gulf and Arab 
states. and that the 
international edition will 
cater for the growing 
needs of the Arab commu- 
nity in America and Cana- 
da through its office in 
New York City, managed 
by lssam Najdawi. 

He said readers in Jor- 
dan will be updated on 
news about Arab-Ameri- 
eans and Arab-Canadians 
through Al Arab Al 
Yawm’s local copy, while 
Arabs abroad will be able 
to read Jordan's local 
news through the paper's* 
international edition. 

Dr. Hroub said that the 
paper had always sought 
to establish a market for 
itself abroad. 

"Since its establishment 
in May 1996, the paper set 
a policy that aimed at 
reaching a larger pan- 
Arab audience through 


international copies,” he 
said. 

With a JD4 million cap- 
ital. Al Arab Al Yawm 
seeks to become a critical 
newspaper, covering con- 
troversial issues affecting 
Jordan’s political, eco- 
nomic and cultural life, he 
said. 

"We are an independent 
paper, with a national. 
pan-Arab approach," Mr. 
Najdawi told the Jordan 
Times. "Truth and credi- 
bility is our motto.'* 

According to Dr. Hroub. 
the paper has already 
managed in its short life- 
span to compete with the 
country's three estab- 
lished Arabic newspapers. 

According to indepen- 
dent surveys, Al Ra'i is 
Jordan's number one doily- 
in terms of circulation, 
with over 85.000 copies a 
day. followed by Al Dus- 
tour. 

Dr. Hroub said the 
paper's latest venture was 
proof of Jordan’s vast and 
competent media exper- 
tise and showed that it is 


about time for the Jordan- 
ian media to secure a 
niche on the international 
arena. 

"We are not pioneers, 
but we have set a new 
modern. independent 
example that gives Jor- 
danian media on 
international dimension.*' 
he slated. 

Some media officials 
have estimated that Al 
Arab A I Yawm has 

incurred up to JD1.S mil- 
lion in operational losses 
since its inception, lead- 
ing to questions as to how 
it will manage to support 
an international edition. 

But Mr. Najdawi reject- 
ed any claims of financial 
difficulties. 

"The paper is in good 
shape, and there has been 
no talk of raising its capi- 
tal.*' 

Mr. Najdawi said read- 
ers in Jordan will have 
access to A I Arab AJ 
Yawm’s international edi- 
tion through the Internet 
in the coming few weeks. 


28 -year-old dies of strangulation — coroner 

Amman police deny reports of murder 


By Rana Hussein i 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A deaf and 
mute 28-year-old woman 
suspected of being preg- 
nant was found strangled 
to death Wednesday in the 
courtyard of her family's 
home in Wjhdat. 

The victim, Nahla 
Khamis, was found by her 
mother early Wednesday 
morning hanging from a 
plastic rope tied to a ladder 
at her family's home, 
located behind Al WityJat 
Mosque, an official source 
said. 

The official added that 
police are holding at least 
three members of the vic- 
tim's family for question- 
ing. but "charges have not 
been pressed against any- 
one yet.” 

"There is a big possibili- 
ty that it might be a crime 
of honour, but we are still 
waiting for forensic exam- 
inations to determine if it 
was a murder or a suicide,” 
the official told the Jordan 
Times. 


Another official source 
stated that the woman. who 
was single, was suspected 
of having had several 
"immoral relations.*" How- 
ever. the official refused to 
elaborate "until the author- 
ities conclude their investi- 
gations.’’ 

Hani Jahshan. one of the 
two coroners who per- 
formed the autopsy on the 
woman, told the Jordan 
Times that evidence of 
strangulation was detected 
on Khamis’ neck. 

Dr. Jahshan added that 
the examination showed 
no traces of bruises or 
injuries to her body, 
"which is an indication 
that she may have commit- 
ted suicide.'* 

However, the coroner 
added that "it is not possi- 
ble to rule out early preg- 
nancy without microscopic 
examination of the uterus." 

"We have sent samples to 
the criminal lab to deter- 
mine if the woman died of 
other reasons or if she was 
drugged before being 
hanged.” Dr. Jahshan 


added. 

However, the Amman 
police department later 
denied reports carried 
Wednesday in the after- 
noon editions of the local 
Arabic press claiming that 
Khamis was found mur- 
dered and that the police 
arrested several suspects. 

According to a report by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra an Amman police 
department source was 
quoting as saying that the 
woman killed herself and 
thus the reports are false 
and totally untrue. 

Giving details about the 
case, the source said that at 
1 :30 a.m. Wednesday 
morning, Khamis was car- 
ried to Al Bashir Hospital, 
where she was pronounced 
dead on arrival. 

The coroner who exam- 
ined the body concluded 
that the woman died of 
strangulation, noting that 
there were clear rope 
marks around her neck, 
according to the source. 

He said the police imme- 
diately began an investiga- 


tion into the case and inter- 
rogated the woman's rela- 
tives, who were unanimous 
in saying that the woman 
had been suffering from 
depression because she 
had left her job as a dress- 
maker. 

Her relatives said the 
w'oman’s psychological 
condition worsened after 
learning that her closest 
friend, also mute and deaf, 
was engaged to be married, 
said the source, adding that 
could have prompted her 
to commit suicide. 

In examining the 
woman's home, the police 
found a 1.5 metre-long 
rope hanging from an iron 
ladder and another 20 cen- 
timetre-long rope laid on 
the ground. The source 
stated that the marks on the 
woman’s neck matched the 
second rope. 

He said the police found 
no traces of violence on 
the body of the woman 
which, he said, indicates 
that she was not exposed to 
any violent attack or beat- 
ing. 
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ARAB MUSIC FESTIVAL 

* Performances by .Arab singers Lutfi Bushnaq. 
Najwa Karam, and Rasheb Alamah at the Palace of Cul- 
ture at AJ Hussein Sports City on Thursday at 7:30 p.m. 
Other Arab singers Sabah Fakhri. George W:ismjuI'. and 
Diana Haddad will perform on Friday at 7:30 p m. 
(sponsored by Orbit Satellite Television and Radio Net- 
work in conjunction with Jordan Television t. 

exhibitions 

* Displav of Noor Al-Hussein Foundation tNAFi 
products at the NAF Jordan Design and Trade Centre, 
off Wadi Saqra Street t Tel. 69914 1/2/, unitl Jan. 31 
(8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.). 

+ Works bv about a hundred artists from Iraq^ Syria. 
Sudan, Lebanon and Jordan at Hammurabi Art Gallery'. 
Gardens Street, until Feb. 20 (Tel. 5536098). 


Public universities cut tuition for Malaysian 
students in wake of financial crisis 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan, seek- 
ing to help, keep over 
2.500 Malaysian students 
at suite-run universities 
after their spending power 
was hard hit by Kuala 
Lum pur's financial crisis, 
has cut tuition fees, 
according to officials. 

Malaysian students 
attending seven public 
universities across the 
country will pay the same 
tuition fees as their Jor- 
danian counterparts to 
enable them to stay in Jor- 
dan, officials added. 

The Higher Educational 
Council tHECl decided on 
Jan. 20 to charge them 
JDS (S! 1.401 from $60 per 
credit hour when they 
enroll for the new semes- 
ter starting on Feh. 7. 

The Malaysian currency 
lost 45 per cent of its 


value following the eco- 
nomic crisis that hit sever- 
al Asian states, threaten- 
ing the stay of Malaysian 
students in Jordan. 

“We took the decision in 
order to encourage them 
to stay here, and to help 
boost cultural exchanges 
with Malaysia,” Nazik 
Qeteshat, head of the 
HEC's affairs, told the 
Jordan Times. “We are 
concerned about 

Malaysia’s economic 
problems." 

The Malay students, 
cherished for their acade- 
mic skills and hard work, 
hailed the decision to 
slash fees. 

"Our currency has 
dropped sharply, making it 
hard for our families to 
send us money," said 
Mohammed Islah, 22. a 
sharia (Islamic jurispru- 
dence) student. 

"U became very hard 


and many of my friends 
had to go back home,” he 
said. “But thank God, this 
decision wtill now- help 
make our lives easier, 
though we will still have 
to survive on a tight bud- 
get." ’ "■ 

Others said they used the 
winter vacation to look for 
cheaper accommodations 
or tor pan-time jobs. 

Private universities, 
which have raised their 
fees recently, said they did 
not plan to introduce fur- 
ther increases, at least at 
this point. But few 
Malaysian students are 
enrolled at private 
universities, whose fees 
arc at least three times 
higher than state-run ones. 

The University of Jor- 
dan, the country's oldest 
state university, has 469 
Malaysian students , while 
Al ai Bayt University, 
which has a chapter in the 


Malaysian city of Pahang, 
has 865. 

Three classes of 
Malaysian students have 
graduated from Jordanian 
universities since they 
began coming to Amman, 
in the early 1980s. encour- 
aged by official efforts to 
boost bilateral cultural ties 
between the two Muslim 
slates. 

"These students have 
become ambassadors of 
goodwill for Jordan in 
Malaysia.” Jordan’s 
ambassador to Malaysia. 
Abdullah Kurdi, was quot- 
ed as saying by a local 
daily. 

"Thev are working in 
various private and public 
institutions in the fields of 
economy, culture and pol- 
itics," he added. “We have 
to do out utmost to devel- 
op the special bilateral 
ties." 


Paris criticises Butler’s eerm 

O 

warfare statement 


(Continued from pa'ge 1) 

He later repeated his alle- 
gations to a meeting of U.S. 
Jewish leaders, saying he 
was basing his assumptions 
on the conclusions of his 
predecessor, Rolf Ekeus. 
Mr. Butler also said that 45 
Iraqi warheads were unac- 
counted for. 

Within the Security 
Council. China. France and 
Russia objected to Mr. But- 
ler’s interview with the 
New York Times, published 
as diplomatic activity 
intensified in a last-ditch 
attempt to resolve the U.N.- 
lraq crisis over the inspec- 
tions. 

"Several delegations 
expressed their preoccupa- 
tion about press articles 
which were not, in their 
opinion, consistent with 
information made available 
to the Security Council." 
said French Ambassador 
Alain Dejammet, the coun- 
cil’s president. 


Iraq’s oil minister said on 
Wednesday that Mr. Butler 
has gone too far in his alle- 
gations that Iraq has the 
capacity to wipe out Tel 
Aviv. 

Mr. Butler's statements 
have "exceeded tolerable 
limits" said General Anier 
Mohammed Rashid, cited 
by the official news a sene v 
1NA. 

Gen. Rashid said his 
comments demonstrate 
“Butler’s malicious inten- 
tion and provide a pretext 
for a U.S. military attack" 

The Iraqi press had earli- 
er accused Mr. Butler of 
trying to sabotage the Russ- 
ian bid to end the weapons 
inspection crisis. 

“The same day that the 
Russian emissary arrived in 
Baghdad. Butler made a 
serious accusation against 
Iraq, giving the United 
States a pretext to attack 
Iraq,” said official newspa- 
per Al Jumhouriyah. 





4 World News 


Clinton steers clear of 


scandal, talks policy 


Washington (R) — 

Shrugging off the sex scan- 
dal enveloping bis presi- 
dency, President Bill 
Clinton Tuesday night gave 


a wide-ranging State of the 


Union address, focusing on 
the need to shore up the 
social security system. 

While touching on every- 
thing from Washington's 
latest standoff with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
to a decision by. ex-astro- 
naut Sen. John Glenn to 
return to space at the age of 
77. the centrepiece of the 
speech was a call to use 100 
per cent of future budget 
surpluses to shore up social 
security. 

With millions : of 
Americans watching. Mr. 
Clinton carefully avoided 
any mention of a mush- 
rooming sex scandal that 
has dominated the media 
for over a week, focusing 
instead on the balanced 
budget and the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis and laying out 
ambitious goals for educa- 
tion. child care and 
Medicare reform. 

“Our leadership in the 
world is unrivalled and 
ladies and gentlemen the 
state of our union is 
strong," Mr. Clinton told a 
joint session of congress 
and a huge national televi- 
sion audience, swelled by 
those curious to see if he 
would speak about the scan- 
dal surrounding him. 

It was vintage Bill 
Clinton, a speech focused 
on the issues he has cham- 
pioned since his election, 
but some observers said the 
absence of any allusion to 
the sex scandal gave the 
speech a surreal touch. 

Television pundits quick- 
ly began dissecting the 82- 
minute speech and two 
early polls showed viewers 
liked the speech and Mr. 
Clinton's proposals by a 
margin of over three to one. 

In the official Republican 


response. Senate 

Republican Leader Trent 
Lott of Mississippi pro- 
posed using any budget sur- 
pluses to pare down the 
national debt and return the 
rest to taxpayers. 

Overall, Mr. Clinton drew 
praise from Democrats for 
rising above the sex scandal 
and focusing on policy, 
while Republicans blasted 
what they termed a lack of 
new ideas. 

“Tn my honest opinion, it 
sounded Like a series of 
applause lines strung 
together to paper over the 
atmosphere in 

Washington.” House - of 
Representatives Republican 
leader Dick Armey of Texas 
said after Mr. Clinton’s 
nationally televised 

address. 

But an ABC news poll 
conducted immediately 
after the speech showed that 
79 per cent of 528 adults 
polled approved of the 
speech and 56 per cent said 
Mr. Clinton had the honesty 
and integrity to serve effec- 
tively as president. 

A CBS poll of 843 people 
gave Mr. Clinton an 
approval rating of 73 per 
cent with 58 per cent say- 
ing they did not believe the 
latest sexual allegations 
swirling around the presi- 
dent would interfere with 
his ability to run the coun- ' 
try. 

Mr. Clinton made no ref- 
erence to allegations that he 
had. an affair with former 
White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky and then tried to 
make her lie about it under 
oath. 

Those polled by CBS said 
that was a good thing. 
Seventy-seven per cent said 
they were more interested 
in Mr. Clinton's policy pro- 
posals, and 64 per cent pre- 
dicted he would be able to 
achieve them, despite the 
current scandal. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, due to 


appear on ABC’s “Good 
Morning America" 

Wednesday, angrily denied 
the charges Tuesday on 
another morning television 
show and said they were the 
product of “a vast right- 
wing conspiracy.” 

Forty-four per cent of 
those polled by ABC 
agreed. 46 per cent said 
there was no conspiracy, 
and 15 per cent had no 
opinion. The margin of 
error was 4.5 per cent, 
j Espousing “a new strate- 
gy for prosperity — fiscal 
responsibility to cut interest 
rates and spur growth,” Mr. 
Clinton predicted the feder- 
al budget would be in bal- 
ance this year, four years 
ahead of schedule. 

White House officials 
project the government may 
have a cumulative budget 
surplus amounting to $200 
billion over five years, 
beginning with the fiscal 
year that starts in October. 
[Those surpluses, he said, 
should be used to “save 
social security first”. 
Designed to provide basic 
rstirement support for the 
i ation's elderly, social 
s icurity has been threatened 
v rith going bankrupt as the 
nation's baby boomers age. 

On the foreign policy 
front. Mr. Clinton issued a 
challenge to Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein to stop 
interfering with U.N. 
Weapons inspectors or face 
tne consequences, backed 
U.S. efforts to bolsterAsian 
economies, and urged sup- 
port for the International 
Monetary Fund. 


j 


He also called for increas- 


ing the minimum wage to 
ab as-yet-unspecified level. 
Hiring 100.000 new public 
school teachers, and pass- 
ing tobacco legislation that 
would raise the price of cig- 
arettes by $ 1 .50 a pack over 
10 years in hopes of dis- 
couraging smoking by 
teenagers. 


N. Ireland peace talks 
adjourn amid feuding 


LONDON iR) — A round of 
stormy Northern Ireland 
peace talks draws to an end 
Wednesday amid feuding 
between pro-British and pro- 
Irish political parties and a 
plea from Britain for compro- 
mise. 

Prime Minister Tony Blau- 
made a fervent appeal to 
Protestant and Catholic politi- 
cians Tuesday to cast aside 
years of mutual suspicion and 
focus on an unwavering drive 
to end three decades of strife. 

With the British province 
gripped by anxiety after 10 
sectarian killings in five 
weeks and negotiations shak- 
en by the expulsion of a pro- 
British party. Mr. Blair held 
meetings with the other par- 
ties at die London talks venue 
Tuesday evening. 

“There will be times when 
there appears to be no way 
forward. But we must never, 
ever give up." he told the del- 
egations later at a govern- 
ment reception. 

“We know too that compro- 
mises will have to be made. 
Fear and distrust of others 
will have to be set aside and 
negotiations taken forward on 
the basis of good faith." * 

Negotiations on a political 
settlement for the British- 
ruled province that could end 
30 years of sectarian conflict 
nan into trouble Monday 
when a pro-British Protestant 
loyalist group was thrown 
out. 

Tuesday produced a new 
wrangle between the main 
groups representing Irish 
Nationalists and unionists 
determined to maintain con- 
tinued ties with Britain. 

Catholic parties applauded 
an Anglo-Irish discussion 
paper which was aimed at 
driving forward the ailing 
talks while Protestant politi- 
cians dismissed ir out of 
hand. 

But the governments hoped 
the document would be a 
Springboard to launch the 
sluggish talks into a vita) 
exploration of all-Ireland 
political structures. 

-We are now into the real 


meat of the negotiations,” 
Irish Foreign Minister David 
Andrews told a news confer- 
ence at the Lancaster House 
talks venue. “We must move 
ahead quickly and urgently". 

The Nationalist Social 
Democratic and Labour Party 
said the governments were 
proposing dynamic decision- 
making bodies, of the type 
Catholics hope will blur a 
border of more than 70 years. 

Outraged delegates from 
the Ulster Unionist party cas- 
tigated the Anglo-Irish initia- 
tive, saying it appeared to be 
built on a joint Dublin- 
London political blueprint 
from 1995 which they fear 
could weaken British rule. 

Britain and Ireland have 
also tabled outline proposals 
for a new Northern Ireland 
assembly and a new intergov- 
ernmental council to beef up 
cooperation between London 
and Dublin. 

Political sources said the 
groups were due to continue 
debate on possible all-Ireland 
structures which would be 
accountable to legislatures on 
both sides of the border. 

They will delve into the 
governments' proposal for an 
intergovernmental council 
that would also have links 
with a Northern Ireland 
assembly, and forums that are 
to be set up by Britain in 
Scotland and Wales. 

Mr. Blair, after spending 
three hours with the parties, 
urged them to get down to 
details and said the conflict 
could only be resolved by the 
people themselves. 

"Obviously we want people 
to engage in meaningful talks 
otherwise the process cannot 
work," he said emerging 
from Lancaster House. 

T think everybody there 
understood that it is only 
from within the traditions in 
Northern Ireland, the com- 
munities themselves, that a 
settlement and agreement can 
be reached." 

The talks return to Belfast 
after Wednesday and are due 
to move to Dublin on Feb. 16 
for a three-day session. 


British 


Foreign 
Secretary 
Cook, wife 


agree 

divorce 


LONDON (R) — British 
Foreign Secretaiy Robin Cook, 
whose love life has been mak- 
ing headlines in Britain, and his 
estranged wife Margaret have 
reached an amicable settlement 
for a divorce, news organisa- 
tions reported Wednesday. 

“We have teen discussing our 
divorce for some time and have 
reached an amicable settlement. 
Divorce proceedings will start 
soon in order thar we are both 
free to get on with our lives," the 
couple said in a joint statement 
carried by the Press Association 
news agency. 

Tuesday. Mr. Cook scrambled 
to quell a new row over his love 
life, denying categorically that 
he had sacked a close aide to 
give her job to his mistress 
Gaynor Regan. 

He also dismissed newspaper 
reports that secret service agents 
had ruined his plans to install 
Ms. Regan in the job after they 
discovered .die romance last 


year 

Mr. Cook sad he had 
removed diary secretary Anne 
Bullen because of personal dif- 
ferences just three weeks after 
taking office following last 
May’s general election. 

“She was impossible to work 
with. One option would (then) 
have been to appoint Gaynor 
Regan, who had been my diary 
secretary for four years. I quick- 
ly decided not to pursue that 
option.” Mr Cook told BBC 
radio. 

"It is absolute fantasy ro sug- 
gest thaL.. (domestic intelligence 
agency) MI5 intervened at any 
stage in this process." he said. 

Officials of the ruling Labour 
Party said Mr. Bullen had been a 
personal appoimmeni by a for- 
mer conservative foreign secre- 
tary and strongly disliked 
labour. 
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President Clinton tries to quiet the applause before reading his State of the Union 
address to a Joint Session of Congress. Vice President AI Gore (left) and Speaker of 
the House Newt Gingrich stand behind Mr. Clinton (Reuters photo) 


Tamil Tigers killed Rajiv 
Gandhi — Indian court 


MADRAS. India (AFP) — 
Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger 
separatists were found 
guilty of the 1991 assassi- 
nation of former Indian 
Premier Rajiv Gandhi by an 
Indian court here 
Wednesday following a 
seven-year probe. 

A special court, sitting in 
camera, found 26 accused, 
listed as members or sym- 
pathisers of the Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), all guilty. 

A woman and a man were 
found guilty of murder 
while the others were con- 
victed on offences such as 
possession of illegal 
weapons, phone-tapping 
and abetting murder, court 
officials said. 

Sentencing is due later 
Wednesday. 

'Defence lawyer P. 
GopaJakrishnan said: “The 
charge of conspiracy in 
respect of all the accused 
has been established." 

D.R. Karthikeyan, chief 
of a special police probe 
team, told reporters outside 
the heavily-guarded court 
that “sweat and toil ... have 
borne truth today in pursuit 
of truth.” 

Gandhi was killed by a 
woman suicide bomber 
while electioneering in 


southern India on May 21. 
1991. 

The LTTE, fighting for a 
Tamil homeland in Sri 
Lanka's north and east, has 
always denied they killed 
Gandhi. They were 
declared a terrorist organi- 
sation by the United States 
last year. 

This is the first tim e 'tha t 
members of the LTTE, 
which is also outlawed in 
Sri Lanka and India, have 
been found guilty by a court 
of a political assassination. 

The judgement followed 
almost seven years of 
investigations. during 
which 1,044 witnesses were 
cited by the prosecution and 
288 examined in court. 

Half of the 26 accused 
were Sri Lankans, half 
Indians. 

The coun. under Judge V. 
Navaneetham, was present- 
ed with evidence against 41 
people in total. 

Some, however, including 
LTTE supremo VelupiJlai 
Prabhakaran. who is in hid- 
ing in Sri Lanka's north, 
were never caught while 1 2 
have died since the start of 
the investigation — mostly 
by committing suicide to 
avoid capture. 

The murder of Gandhi 
returned to the Indian head- 


lines at the end’ of last year 
when the issue sparked the 
collapse of the country's 
minority coalition govern- 
ment. 

Gandhi's Congress party 
pulled down the govern- 
ment after one of . the coali- 
tion parties was accus ed of 
having links with the LTTE. 
India goes to the polls in 
February and March. 

Gandhi, prime minister 
between 1 984- 1 989, sent 
Indian peacekeeping troops 
to Sri Lanka in 19S7 to try 
and help end the separatist 
struggle but the force was 
targeted by the Tigers, who 
accused it of supporting the 
government. 

Around 1.200 Indian 
troops died before they 
were withdrawn. 

The prosecution produced 
1.477 documents, running 
into about 10.000 pages, 
and 1.180 objects to prove 
its case. 

They said the killing was 
masterminded by the Tigers 
to prevent Gandhi returning 
to power. 

The Indian police made 
their first arrests in June 
1991, detaining Indian 
sympathisers of the Tigers 
for allegedly harbouring the 
suicide-bomber at their 
Madras home. 


Hindus demand Kashmiri 


homeland after massacre 


JAMMU, India (AFP) — 
Hindus have called for a 
homeland within Indian- 
administered Kashmir in 
the wake of a string of 
killings blamed on Muslim 
separatists, officials said 
here Wednesday. 

Indian Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar GujraJ. mean- 
while. reached Kashmir 
amid heavy security on his 
way tti the site of a Sunday 
massacre of 23 Hindus 
near the state-summer cap- 
ital of Srinagar. 

Officials said the demand 
for a homeland by Panun 
Kashmir, a Hindu political 
forum in the disputed 
Himalayan state, came 
after Sunday's attack, on 
the eve of India's Republic 
Day. 

The attack was branded 
the bloodiest massacre by 
Muslim guerrillas since the 
start of a their campaign 
against Indian rule in 
Kashmir in 1989. 

Ajay Chrungoo. a Panun 


spokesman said: “We have 
no other alternative but to 
seek a separate homeland 
here.” 

Muslim-majoriry 
Kashmir is divided 
between India and Pakistan 
and has sparked two wars 
since 1947. 

Some 300,000 Hindus 
have fled (he Indian region 
of the Himalayan state 
since the start of the seces- 
sionist violence, which has 
left more than 20.000 dead. 

Some Kashmir separatist 
groups want the region to 
be- given full independence 
while others demand a 
merger with Pakistan. 

"Kashmiri Hindus have 
become frontline victims 
of a pan-lsJamic game- 
plan." Mr. Chrungoo said. 

Hindus Wednesday 
enforced a general strike in 
the Kashmir city of Jammu 
and attacked government 
vehicles in protest over the 
massacre, police said. 

Business and shops shut 


down, while the roads 
were deserted. 

There were also protests 
in Kashmir and New Delhi 
Tuesday. 

The National Human 
Rights Commission, mean- 
while. has told the Indian 
government to shift 
Hindus to safe-zones in 
Kashmir. 

Officials responded 
Wednesday by saying 
Hindus might be moved 
closer to military camps in 
the region. 

Kashmir sparked a war 
between India and Pakistan 
immediately after their 
partition along religious 
lines at the end of British 
colonial rule in 1947. Each 
claimed the territory as its 
own. 

India accuses Islamabad 
of training militants and 
infiltrating them into its 
territory. Pakistan says it 
offers diplomatic support 
for a legitimate demand for 
self-determination. 


European press 


says Clinton stakes 
sharply raised 



LONDON (R) — Bill 
Clinton has sharply raised 
the stakes by vehemently 
denying the sex allegations 
against him, adopting an 
afi-or-nothing strategy in 
the fight to save his presi- 
dency, European newspa- 
pers said Tuesday. 

“Mr. Clinton has now 
uttered the words that will 
decide his fate,” the Times 
of London said in an editor- 
ial. 

“if the president lied 
Monday, his fate is sealed,” 
said Germany’s Koelner 
Stadt-Anzeiger of Cologne. 

“His word of honour will 
be tested in America, by the 
official investigators and 
the unofficial detectives 
and above all by a media 
business that has been pro- 
grammed to carry out ruth- 
less research since Richard 
Nixon’s Watergate affair." 

Newspapers scrutinised 
every word, gesture and 
facial expression of the 
president Monday as he 
denied having "sexual rela- 
tions” with White House 
trainee Monica Lewinsky 
or urging anyone to lie. 

“Bill Clinton appeared 
angry, tired, and almost 
desperate... he appeared to 
be perspiring, he bad bags 
under his eyes, his voice 
was throaty and at one point 
seemed to tremble," wrote 
Mary Dejevsfry in Britain's 
Independent. 

The Times said Mr. 
Clinton’s emphatic denial 
“permits of no subsequent 
qualification.” 

“In the absence of other 
evidence, it is his word 
against Monica 

Lewinsky’s. But this will 
only intensify the hunt for 
such evidence. America's 
machinery of retribution, 
once started, is not easily 
stopped. Mr. Clinton is 
defenceless against it." 

The Irish Independent 
said of Mr. Clinton s denial: 
“It was very convincing, 
but then six years ago most 
people believed he denied 
having an affair with 
Gennifer Flowers although 
last week he admitted it 


under oath." 

Editorials continued to 
ponder the international 
ramifications of the Clinton 
crisis — in particular for 
Iraq, where Washington has 
not ruled out militan. 
strikes to force compliant* 
with a U.N. arms inspection 
regime. 

In the United. Arab 
Emirates, the Arabic daily ' 
Al Khaleej said the military 
scenario in Iraq was cleariy 
part of Clinton's plans to 
cling to office. 

‘The military option is a 
iow-cost card for Clinton to 
play in order to get breath- 
ing space from 
Monicagate.” be said; 

Another UAE daily, AI 
Bay an. said: “It is sad and 
ironic at the. same time to 
see Iraq as the scapegoat of 
the American presidential 
crisis and solving Mr. f 
Clinton's problems "on fee T 
account of Arabs.” 

Britain’s Financial Times, 
an editorial headed 
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“leaderless world", said 
Clinton may never recover 
the authority and credibility 
to push for such moves as 
extra funding for fee 
International Monetary 
Fund, the payment of U.S. 
arrears to the United 
Nations or congressional 
approval of the Kyoto glob- 
al warming treaty. 

“Even the vital decision to 
keep U.S. troops in Bosnia 
beyond June now looks less 
safe than it did,” it said. 

The Irish limes said/ 1 
Northern Ireland’s peace f 
process, now facing “its 1 
roost critical phase”, stands 
to lose a valuable ally if Mr. 
Clinton leaves office. 

The Irish Independent put 
it more strongly. 

“The resignation or even 
the political emasculation 
of President Bill Clinton 
could be a serious threat to 
international stability but it 
would almost certainly be- 
devastating for this country. 

A peace process already 
seriously undermined could 
totally collapse with his 
demise or any diminution 
of his authority.” 
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After Mexico massacre, 
a call to probe the army 


< :: 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Three leading human 

rights groups Tuesday 

called for an investigation 
of the Mexican army in 
connection with last 
month's massacre of 45 

Indian refugees in the 

troubled southernmost 
state of Chiapas. 

The Mexican army has 
escaped the spotlight that 
has been cast on Chiapas 
state and on local officials 
since the massacre, the 
human rights advocates 
said after a week-long 
fact-finding mission to the 
region. 

Human Rights Watch, 
the Centre for Justice and 
International Law fCEJXL) 
and the Washington Office 
on Latin America (WOLA) 
held a news conference to 
discuss their findings. 

“We think a line of 
investigation should be 
opened on the possible 
role of the array in the vio- 
lent events that have 
occurred in Chenalho," 
said a joint statement by 
the three, referring to the 
town where the Dec. 22 
massacre took place. 

The massacre rocked 
Mexico's political system, 
forcing the resignations of 
the governor of Chiapas 
and the federal interior 
minister, who was in 
charge of internal security. 

Some 49 people have 
been arrested, including a 
local mayor from the rul- 
ing Institutional 

Revolutionary Party (PRI) 
and a local police com- 
mander. 

The government's own 
National Human Rights 
Commission (CNDH) has 
blamed local police and 
officials for aiding the 
paramilitaries in the mas- 
sacre and covering it up 
afterward, but opposition 
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parties Tuesday accused 
the CNDH of covering up 
for high-level government 
officials. 

Tt looks like the state 
has a reason for protecting 
top politicians who could 
have been behind the mas- 
sacre," legislator Adolfo 
Gonzalez of the leftist 
Party of the Democratic 
Revolution (PRD) told die 
lower house of congress. 

CNDH President 

MireiUe Roccatti vehe- 
mently denied any cover- 
up. The violence in 
Chiapas has taken place 
amid growing tensions 
between supporters of the 
PRI and backers of the 
Zapatista guerrilla army, 
which launched an armed 
insurrection four-years ago 

in support of Indian rights. 

Some pro-Zapatista 
organisations have accused 
the army of supporting the 
paramilitary forces but 
have offered no proof. 

The human rights team 
stopped short of making 
the same accusations, but 
said the army needs to 
face greater scrutiny. 

“Everything has to be 
investigated." said Joel 
Solomon, chief of the 
Mexico mission for 
Human Rights Watch. 
“The army has a presence 
in Chiapas, so it’s Only 
right that if we’re talking 
about investigating armed 
groups to examine the role 
of all the actors. This has 
to include the array." 

Initial combat between 
the Zapatistas and the gov- 
ernment army lasted about 
10 days in January 1994 
and some 140 people were 
killed before a cease-fire 
was called. Since then an 
estimated 500 civilians 
have died in political vio- 
lence throughout die state 
of Chiapas. 
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World News 

Death toll in My anmar 

plane crash rises to 15 
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YANGON (AFP) — The 
Jcaih toll following ihe 
crash of a passenger plane 
jl a Myanmar beach resort 
rose "to 15 Wednesday, offi- 
; eiaU said, as the authorities 
Stood poised lo launch a 
probe into the accident. 

! Defence officials said a 
, jrjby boy had also died 
. when the Myanmar 
. Airways passenger fliehl 
slewed off the runway at 
■ Thandwe. northwest of 
. here. Tuesday and burst into 
, flames, raising the toll front 
14. 

h was unclear whether the 
latest victim was one of the 
J I w'ho died instantly or one 
of four who died later in 
hospital, officials said. 

Three foreigners were 
among the dead after one of 
the engines of the Fnkker F- 
27 passenger plane failed 
during take-off. causing it 
u> spin out of control at 
Thandwe uirpon nonhwe st 
of here, officials said. 

The dead foreigners 
included two French nation- 
als and an Italian man. but 
their identities were not 
immediately available and 
it was unclear whether they 
wen: tourists or business 
travellers. 

A further 20 of the 45 
people on board were 


injured, including another 
French • national “ and the 
flight attendant, accord iny 
to sources and reports in the 
official media. "As the air- 
crati was going down the 
runway, but before it had 
reached f it i -< »lf speed, one 
engine appears to have 
stalled, an aviation source 
told AFP. 

“Vs hen that happened the 
propulsion of the working 
engine caused the plane to 
veer to one side at hieh 
speed and it then spun oil 
the tarmac into mound ol 
earth beside the run wav." he 
said. 

A lire then broke out atid 
Ihe aircraft — scheduled lo 
make a 20 minute (light to 
the town of Kyaukpyu — 
burst into flames, sources 
said. 

The source said that while 
mechanical failure appeared 
to be the cause of the acci- 
dent. the pilot had failed to 
bring the sliding aircraft 
under control quickly 
enough. 

The airliner, on the penul- 
timate leg of a scheduled 
cits -hopping flight from 
Yangon < Rangoon i up the 
country \s northwestern 
coast, was carrying 41 pas- 
sengers and lour crew. 

Amono ihe dead 


Myanmar citizens was a 
steward on his lirsi flight 
with the Mate-owned 
domestic carrier after com- 
pleting his training course. 
An official had Tuesday 
incorrectly identified the 
dead crewman a* the co- 
pilot. 

The twin-engined F-27 
was one of seven propeller 
planes owned by the carrier 
for flights within Myanmar 
i Burma). Myanmar 

Airways also operates three 
Fokker 28 jets. 

The airline is likely in be 
hard-hit by the crash, and 
the pilot — who had been 
involved in other in-fliglu 
incidents — will likely be 
grounded for up to six 
months while an investiga- 
tion is carried inn, aviation 
sources said. 

1 1 % as not immediately 
known whether the investi- 
gation had already begun at 
Thundew in northwestern 
Artikan state. 

The carrier suffers a 
severe shortage of pilots, 
especially for its fleer of F- 
27 "work horses,” they 
added. 

The officials press in this 
miliiarv-run stale carried 
derailed reports of the crash 
and fatalities in its 
Wednesday editions. 


Japan seeks place 
alongside space nations 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan is 
to take an active role in a five- 
year project to construct a 
space station three times larg- 
er than the Russian station 
Mir in a bid to win a place 
alongside the major space 
powers, officials said. 

It will supply two of the II 
pressurised modules for the 
space station as well as sever- 
al tonnes of sophisticated 
equipment to earn' - out exper- 
iments and research for a bet- 
ter understanding of tomor- 
row’s world. 

Officials representing 14 
countries will sign the final 
accords for the deal in 
Washington Thursday. 

Man’s newest galactic star 
will be a mammoth 97-metre 
long. 470-tonne vessel — a 
fabrication of modules, junc- 
tion "knots”, and solar panels 
— that will be visible to the 
naked eye as it orbits some 
350 kilometres from the 
earth. 

The Japanese Experiment 
Module (JEM) will be 
crammed with electronics to 
allow the researchers to live 
in “shin sleeve" conditions 
and a zero gravity environ- 
ment. Japan's National Space 
Development Agency 

(NAS DA) has said. 

The Japanese contribution 
(o the project will reach 3.1 
trillion yen (S24.8 billion ). or 
12.8 per cent of the total cost 
of the International Space 
Station, according to 


NASD A. 

The station’s construction is 
due to begin at the end of 
June and last until 2003. and 
involve the United States. 
Russia. Japan. Canada and 10 
European countries belong- 
ing to the European Space 
Agency ESA. For 10 years 
after construction, six- and 
seven-member teams will 
live in ihe station for up to 
five months and conduct 
microgruvity experiments in 
six laboratories the combined 
size of the interior of two 
Boeing 747s. 

Some 415 tonnes of equip- 
ment will have to be trans- 
ported into space, with 26.5 
tonnes from Japan due to start 
its journey by U.S. space 
shuttle from May 2001. 

The H2-A rocket, a high- 
performance but cheaper ver- 
sion of the Japanese rocket 
H2. will be used to ferry sup- 
plies lo the station, and 
NASDA is negotiating with 
its LIS. counterpart NASA 10 
use the rocket for ut least one 
launch instead of the shuttle. 

Japan would also like to 
supply astronauts to work 
alongside their international 
colleagues on botird ihe sta- 
tion. 

The Japanese modules will 
be equipped with powerful 
computers, with an articulat- 
ed and robotic arm to carry 
out work on the outside of the 
station and front an external 
platform which will be 


attached to the JEM for per- 
forming various experiments. 

NASDA has begun prepa- 
rations for resting new male- 
rials. as well as researching 
the effects of zero gravity, 
space robotics and space 
transport. 

Its engineers are- thinking of 
"physical and psychological 
studies to pursue safe and 
comfortable life in space.” 

It is hoping the space sta- 
tion will be a showcase for its 
high-technology capabilities 
and kick-start its own ambi- 
tious but costly space pro- 
gramme. 

The H2 is the first fiilly- 
Japanese built rocket. It is a 
two-stage, liquid-fuel propul- 
sion rocket and a rival to the 
European Ariane-4. Capable 
of earning up to two tonnes 
into gcostationaiy orbit and 
nine tonnes into low orbit, it 
has undergone five successful 
launches since 1994. 

NASDA is also engaged on 
other large-scale projects 
including plans to launch its 
own space shuttle by 2000. 

Baptised HOPE, the shuttle 
will weigh 9.9 tonnes and 
measure 16 metres long. 

Meanwhile, the Institute of 
Space and Aeronautical 
Science, Japan’s other space 
agency, is hoping to launch a 
probe to the moon by 2003 
made up of a satellite which 
orbit the moon and a moon 
vehicle to cany out soil and 
gravity rests. 
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Osteopathy can relieves severe 
ME symptoms — study 
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f LONDON (R) — 

' Osteopathy can relieve the 

* debilitating symptoms of 
1 ME, the controversial chron- 
ic fatigue syndrome, accord* 

■ ing to a study published 
: Tuesday. 

1 Doctors are not sure what 
causes myalgie 

encephalomyelitis, or yuppie 
: fiu, and there is no cure. But 
1 researchers at Salford 

• University in England found 
1 osteopathy reduced severe 

symptoms in patients who 
look pan in a year-long stud> . 

“This the first scientific 
study on the physical treat- 
ment of ME in a controlled 
trial. It’s a major break- 
ihrough that we have shown 
you can help ME physically.” 
Raymond Perrin, who con- 
ducted the study, said in an 
interview. 

Symptoms such as depres- 
sion, tiredness, back pain, 
aching joints, headaches and 
sleeplessness improved by 
up to 50 per cent in patients 
who received osteopathy- 

■“This present study has 
revealed a demonstrable 


improvement in me symp- 
toms as a result of osteopath- 
ic treatment. In future studies 
we hope to examine whieh 
part of the ireatnieni accounts 
for the improvement.” added 
Mr. Perrin, who worked w ith 
Jack Edwards, a bio-engi- 
neering professor, and psy- 
chologist Dr. Pal Hartley. 

Eighty patients diagnosed 
with" ME participated in the 
research. Half received 
osteopathy for 1 2 months 
and the remainder in the con- 
trol group chose any therapy 
they' wished except osteopa- 
thy. 

Nine patients who received 
osteopathy said their symp- 
toms had improved by 50 per 
cent and two Jell completely 
cured- 

ME is a puzzling condition 
because there is no diagnos- 
tic lest and a physical exam 
shows no evidence of the dis- 
ease. It is often linked to a 
viral infection but can be 
misdiagnosed because its 

symptoms arc often mistaken 
for other illnesses. The dis- 
ease can be debilitating for 


sufferers. 

Mr. Perrin believes ME 
results from an irritation of 
the nervous system and a 
build-up of lo.xins in the lym- 
phatic system. Osteopathy 
uses manipulation and mas- 
sage to restore equilibrium 
and increase blood and 
lymph circulation. 

"What I've discovered are 
physical signs of ME. From 
feeling the cerebral spinal 
fluid movement using cranial 
techniques you can feel then: 
is a definite sluggish move- 
ment. We’ve come up with 
the conclusion that this is a 
common factor in all ME 
patients.” Mr. Perrin said. 

Kerry Tolley, a spokes- 
woman for the support group 
Action for Me. welcomed the 
research. 

"We think it is encouraging 
dial someone is doing 
research into the physical 
aspects of the illness because 
so often research now is con- 
centrating on the psychologi- 
cal symptoms in an attempt 
to link it to depression." he 
said by telephone. 
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Winnie keeps her distance 
from S. African truth probe 


Convicted apartheid policeman Eugene de Kok listens 
to testimonies or witnesses during special public hear- 
ing of South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission in Johannesburg (Reuters photo) 


JOHANNESBURG (AFPi 
— Winnie Madikizcla- 
Nlandeh will not be unend- 
ing a special Truth 
Commission hearing into 
police involvement in a 
smear campaign against 
her. her lawyer said 
Wednesday. 

Ishmaii Semenya arrived 
alone at the start of the 
hearing here and told 
reporters that President 
Nelson Mandela’s former 
wife would not be coming. 

The hearing, originally 
scheduled to last three days 
and involve 17 witnesses, 
has been cut buck to two 
days with a total of 12 wit- 
nesses. including ex-police 
"death squad” head Eugene 
de Kock. 

Other witnesses, includ- 
ing two secret agents, will 
testify in camera. Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) offi- 
cials said. 


The hearing is a follow- 
up to an intense nine -day 
TRC inquiry late last year 
in which 30 witnesses 
linked Madikizela- 

Mandela and her notorious 
bodyguards in the Mandela 
United Football Club to a 
string of human rights 
abuses, including murder 
and torture. 

Mr. De Kock, who head- 
ed the Vlakplaus police 
death squad unit near 
Pretoria during the 1980s 
and early 1990s, will testify 
Thursday. 

TRC officials are hoping 
that Mr. De Kock, who was 
sentenced last year to 212 
years in jail for a total of S9 
crimes, will spill the beans 
on dirty tricks aimed at dis- 
crediting Ms. Mudikizela- 
Mundela in particular and 
the anti-apanheid move- 
ment in general. 

The TRC is also hoping 
lo uncover the extent of 


police involvement in die 
killings and violence car- 
ried out by the Mandela 
United Football Club, 
which Madikizela-Mandela 
fanned in 1986. 

TRC spokesman Mdu 
Lembede said there is 
mounting evidence that 
some members of the club 
implicated in gross human 
rights violations were 
police informers. 

The policemen are also 
expected to be asked 
whether they spied on Ms. 
Madikizela-Mandela and to 
be quizzed about their 
investigations into the mur- 
ders of Soweto Doctor Abu 
Baker Asvat and the disap- 
pearance of young activist 
Lolo Sono. 

Witnesses in the previous 
hearing linked the presi- 
dent’s former wife to both 
incidents. 


Monkeys 
attack 
Japanese 
town , 
injure 31 


TOKYO (AFP) — A pack of 
wild macaque monkeys 
Wednesday launched the lat- 
est in a series of attacks oil a 
Japanese seaside town that 
have injured 31 women and 
baffled experts. 

The gang of wild monkeys 
was terrorising Ito. about 100 
kilometres southwest of 
Tokyo, attacking women 
only in daily raids since 
Sunday, a town hall spokes- 
woman said. 

Authorities were using 
loudspeakers to warn resi- 
dents about ilie monkey dan- 
ger. she stud. 

"If this outrageous monkey 
attack continues, we will 
request local hunters 10 lire 
air rifles to chase diem buck 
to the mountains." said the 
official in Ito. on Izu 
Peninsula. * 

None of the injuries were 
serious, and all the women 
bitten had been given rabies 
shots, she said. 

“The monkeys seem to 
know which people arc* most 
vulnerable to anack." the 
town spokeswoman said. 

"They target only women, 
particularly ciders, and 
attack them from behind, bit- 
ing their legs and bottoms. 
We have received no reports 
of men being attacked.” 

In one case, a monkey 
opened a door itself and 
attacked a woman inside her 
I tome, the official said, 
adding that most of their 
raids were conducted in the 
morning. 

"We don’t know what 
made them do this, but l 
must say they are really 
smart,” she said 

Miyu Humai, researcher ai 
die Japan Monkey Centre 
that keeps 800 monkeys of 
86 breeds, said she was 
"really surprised" by the 
assaults. 

“Aside from hunger and 
their bud attitude towards 
human beings, I cannot 
explain what really caused 
them to act like this.” she 
said. 

The researcher said she 
believed the monkeys must 
have had frequent dealings 
with humans, possibly being 
fed. to overcome their natur- 
al fear of people. 

“I believe those monkeys 
in Ito city must have some 
kind of experience of getting 
food Irani people.” Mr. 
Humai said. 

"They must have cunning- 
ly acquired skills to get 
goodies hy attacking people 
and their actions seem to be 
out of control. They arc* real- 
ly badly bcluived ;md are 
making fools o! human 
beings." 

While wild monkeys unac- 
customed to humans would 
usually run away in fear, 
those with experience of 
being fed by people "can 
harm us.” the researcher said. 


Former Cambodian premier urges 
King Sihanouk to organise election 


PHNOM PENH tAFP) — A 
former Cambodian premier 
who is now one of the coun- 
try’s oldest active politi- 
cians called Wednesday far 
the international community 
to urge King Norodom 
Sihanouk to organise July's 
scheduled election. 

Octogenarian Son Sann. 
the leader of a faction of the 
divided Buddhist Liberal 
Democratic Party tBLDP). 
said only the ailing 75-year- 
old monarch had the skill 
and knowledge of 
Cambodia's current situa- 
tion to ensure that the polls 
are free and fair. 

"Nobody knows 

Cambodia, the Cambodian 
people and the problems to 
be solved better than His 
Majesty King Norodom 
Sihanouk,” he said in a 
statement written on the let- 


terhead of the Khmer 
People’s National 

Liberation Front (KPNLF) 
which he founded in the 
1980s to resist the 
Vietnamese occupation of 
his country. 

Son Sunn asked that the 
five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council, 
which organised the 1991 
Paris Peace Accords, the 
subsequent U.N. • peace- 
keeping mission and the 
1993 election, push for the 
king’s involvement. 

"May the five big powers 
who have conceived the 
Paris Accords agree togeth- 
er so that our king i will ) 
take the initiative to organ- 
ise free, fair and credible 
legislative elections with 
the necessary means and 
support.” he said. 

"Cambodia will uhus) be 


sa\ ed.” 

Kins Sihanouk, who 
abruptly left Cambodia for 
China earlier this month 
complaining of unfair per- 
sonal attacks against him in 
the local press, is now in 
Beijing shunning all politi- 
cal and governmental 
issues. 

He has repeatedly rejected 
previous appeals that he 
play an active role in the 
election, expressing strong 
concern about the possibili- 
ty' of the polls being free and 
fair, especially after the vio- 
lent ouster of his son. Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh as co- 
premier in July. 

Son Sann. whose wing of 
the BLDP is allied with the 
deposed prince, said the 
efforts of the international 
community to push for a 
free and fair election were 


appreciated but would not 
be nearly enough. 

"We are very conscious of 
their efforts to help us, but 
they do not know enough 
about the present leaders of 
Cambodia their activities, 
their plans and means or the 
final stakes to which 
Cambodia is mortally 
exposed,” he said. 

Son Sann. who served as 
premier in the 1960s and 
signed the Paris Accords on 
behalf of the now-defunct 
KPNLF. is now a High 
Privy Councillor to the 
King but remains in self- 
exile in France. 

There was no indication 
as to why his appeal was 
written on the letterhead of 
the KPNLF which was dis- 
banded after the peace 
acconis were signed and 
replaced by the BLDP. 


One dead, 
scores 
missing in 
Indonesian 
boat sinking 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Search 
and rescue workers 
Wednesday combed waters 
off the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra Wednesday tor up to 
70 people missing after the 
ship they were travelling on 
sank, officials said. 

"We have nu official infor- 
mation on the number of peo- 
ple on board the Sambu Sakti 
I because ii left from a private 
jetty, but so far we have found 
one body and 29 survivors," 
Jamiul Bahri. of the Kuala 
Enok Pon Authority, told AFP. 

Kuala Enok is a coastal 
town in the Sumatran 
province of Riau. some 110 
kilometres south of Singapore, 
and was the departure point of 
the logging company ship 
which .sank Saturday in the sea 
some 70 kilometres to the 
north. 

“The official registry shows 
that there were 24 people on 
board, but there were many 
more people on board and we 
just do not know how many 
more were on board.” Mr. 
Bahri said, adding between 60 
to 100 people may have been 
on the boat. 

"Search teams have been 
deployed from Kuala Enok, 
Guntung, Tanjung Balai 
Karimun and Selatpanjang.” 
he said referring to other 
coastal and island towers in the 
area. 

He said there was a yet 
unconfirmed report that 40 
people had been rescued by a 
passing ship which hod taken 
them to Palcmbans. capita! of 
the province of South Sumatra 
some 300 kilometres south- 
east of Kuala Enok. 

The Sambu Sakti left from 
the company’s private jetty' 
Friday and w’as > carrying 
workers to Selatpanjang, on 
Rantau island, sume 90 kilo- 
metres north. 


Tigers blast Sri Lanka’s 
freedom day hopes in Kandy 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Tamil Tiger rebels have 
forced the shifting of the 
venue for Sri Lanka's 
independence golden 
jubilee celebrations to 
be attended by Britain's 
Prince Charles, the gov- 
ernment said 

Wednesday. 

The 50th anniversary 
festivities will be moved 
to the capital Colombo 
from the historic city of 
Kandy, 112 kilometres 
east of here, after 
Sunday’s huge truck 
bombing there against 
Buddhism's holiest 
shrine. 

President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga's office in 
a statement said the 
relocation of celebra- 
tions was made as a sign 
of respect for the 
Temple of the Tooth 
which was devastated 
by the bombing that also 
killed 16 people. 

“In view of the nation- 
al and international sig- 
nificance of the anniver- 
sary. the government 
decided to hold the cele- 
brations in the same 
manner in Colombo.” 
the president said. 

However, the religious 
services scheduled at 
the temple in Kandy will 
go ahead as planned, the 
president said. 

Temple authorities 
said the 16th century 
shrine was closed to 
worshippers temporarily 
from Wednesday in 
view of the "urgent 
restoration work being 
carried out by 3.000 
workmen. 

Britain’s Prince 

Charles had been invit- 
ed to attend a service at 
the temple during his 
visit to Kandy as the 
main guest of honour at 
freedom day celebra- 
tions. 

A British High 


Commission spokesman 
here said a final deci- 
sion on the prince’s visit 
was yet to be made and 
they were in touch with 
Sri Lankan authorities 
about the latest develop- 
ments. 

“We are keeping the 
question of the prince’s 
security during his visit 
to Sri Lanka under con- 
stant review.” the 
spokesman said. **A 
final decision on the 
prince's visit in the light 
of latest events has yet 
to be made.” 

However, government 
officials here said they 
were going ahead with 
arrangements to wel- 
come Prince Charles 
who was due to visit Sri 
Lanka from Feb. 3-6 
before going to Nepal 
and Bhulan. 

The latest venue for 
the celebrations is also 
hosting a exhibition of 
Sri Lankan culture and 
industrial and agricul- 
tural developments 
together writh the partic- 
ipation of several for- 
eign firms. 

The capital, which had 
been the target of sever- 
al suicide bomb attack's 
of the LTTE, had been 
under tight security for 
several weeks. 

Additional police units 
were poured into Kandy 
Tuesday to reinforce 
some 10.000 army and 
police already deployed 
there to provide security 
for celebrations but it 
was not immediately 
clear if they were being 
pulled out. 

The government’s sud- 
den decision to shift the 
venue from Kandy to 
Colombo came despite 
junior defence minister 
Anuruddha Ratwatte 
.vowing Sunday to go 
ahead with the indepen- 
dence day programme as 


originally planned. 

The influential 

Buddhist clergy in the 
country had protested 
against a haphazard 
repair job to the temple 
which houses what 
Buddhists believe to be 
Buddha’s left canine 
tooth. Monks want a 
meticulous restoration. 

Prime Minister Sirima 
Bandaranaike in a state- 
ment condemned the 
bombing and urged Sri 
Lankans to observe 
Saturday as a "day of 
sorrow.” 

"1 also appeal to all 
liquor shops to close on 
that day and all 
Buddhists to refrain 
from pleasurable pur- 
suits," the prime minis- 
ter said. “Spend the day 
in prayer and medita- 
tion.” 

■ The government 
responded to rhe LTTE 
attack on the temple by 
formally banning the 
separatist organfsarion 
which is leading a guer- 
rilla campaign for an 
independent ~ homeland 
called Eelam for minori- 
ty Tamils. 

'Officials said three 
men, believed to be 
linked to the bombing, 
had been arrested and 
were being interrogated. 

The United Nations 
and foreign humanitari- 
an groups have con- 
demned Sunday’s attack 
on the Temple of the 
Tooth while the govern- 
ment too came in for 
severe criticism from 
the Buddhist majority 
and the country’s main 
opposition. 

Opposition legislators 
took to the streets here 
Tuesday and burned Mr. 
Ratwatte in effigy, 
demanding his resigna- 
tion for failing lo pro- 
tect the shrine.' 
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Summit on the 
cards? 


EARLIER THIS week when His Majesty King 
Hussein was holding talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in Cairo, the 
Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat, was also visit- 
ing several North African Arab countries to 
brief them on his recent talks with President 
Bill Clinton. There is no doubt that at some 
point during these meetings the idea to convene 
an emergency Arab summit must have come up 
for discussion, citing either the need for saving 
the faltering Pales tin! an-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions or for meeting the challenges facing other 
Arabs, such as the situation in Algeria. These 
inter- Arab contacts on the highest level rein- 
force the already foregone conclusion that not 
much emerged from last week's separate talks 
at the White House between President Clinton 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat. While the jury is 
still out on the actual outcome of the 
Washington talks, it appears that the gap 
between the two parties is still too wide. The 
Monarch's visit to Cairo was obviously motivat- 
ed by the sense of crisis that the area is going 
through at this stage: 

The arguments for holding an Arab summit 
are persuasive, as long as the Arab capitals take 
stock of their viable options in the face of Israeli 
intransigence and foot-dragging. There are cer- 
tain Arab capitals, notably Damascus, who 
would call for roiling back the normalisation 
process with Israel, and even for the severance 
of diplomatic relations with the Jewish state. 

• Cairo stands between the Arab countries calling 
for such an extreme position and those prefer- 
ring to keep business as usual with Israel 
despite the serious flaws on the Palestinian, 
Syrian and Lebanese fronts. 

As far as Jordan is concerned, there is no 
doubt that relations between Jordan and Israel 
are going through tremendous strain and are 
poised to dip even farther if the Israeli prime 
minister maintains his record of breaking one 
promise after the other to the King. Our coun- 
try' has a stake in what is going on the 
Palestinian and other tracks, and as long as 
peace efforts are frustrated by the current 
Israeli government's repudiation of everything 
that was agreed to in the past, our side needs to 
maintain its vigilance. 

At previous Arab summits, those countries, 
which have signed peace treaties with Israel, 
were excluded from taking measures that could 
run counter to their obligations under the 
signed pacts. Yet there are several options avail- 
able to Cairo and Amman to show their disap- 
proval of Netanyahu’s stance, short of recalling 
our respective ambassadors from Tel Aviv. That 
is why this week's talks between the King and 
President Mubarak assume special importance 
as both Amman and Cairo made peace with the 
Israelis on the clear understanding and premise 
that other Arab issues would be addressed and 
concluded. This much did not happen and the 
Israeli government should be aware that it 
could lose a lot from the rising tension on all 
fronts. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I’S Mahmoud Rimawi Wednesday said any 
military strike against Iraq will not only increase the 
sufferings of its people but will also to have adverse 
effects on the Arab states surrounding Iraq. A military 
strike against Baghdad will definitely not change any 
facts on the ground, neither will it bring down the Iraqi 
regime, but in addition to causing more sufferings to the 
Iraqis, any such action will result in more migration of 
people northward and westward and in turn affect the 
countries around Iraq that conduct trade with iL includ- 
ing Jordan, said the writer. If is not enough to watch 
Russian envoys mediating to defuse the tension and 
prevent a military strike: the Arab states, including 
those in the Gulf region, should conduct their own 
efforts and increase pressure on Washington to prevent 
the strike, according to the writer. He said the Arab 
states' which earlier expressed their opposition to mili- 
tary strikes againsr Iraq should join forces with Russia. 
China and France in their quest to end the present crisis 
through negotiation rather than confrontation. 

AL RATS Tareq Masarweh said the decision of the i 
Hiah Court of Justice ruling that the temporary amend- 
ments to the !993 Press and Publications Law were 
unconstitutional and should be repealed obviously will 
not please the government which could delay its imple- 
mentation. Nevertheless, the government ought to abide 
by the court verdict and rescind its temporary' laws 
immediately in order to prove its adherence to the rules 
of democracy, Masarweh said. At the same time the 
writers and owners of the weekly tabloids which were 
shut down for several months as a result of the tempo- 
rary law have all the right to demand compensation 
from the government for their huge losses, he said. The 
— rhiviiH hf» made to pay the 


The ’Eid: A constant amidst a sea of variables 


THE SHAPE of our society and culture — due to sever- 
al factors among which so-called urbanisation, moderni- 
sation, political ideologies, globalisation (more recently) 
and civilisation (more generally) figure high — is fast 
changing. There is a noticeable difference between the 
way we, peoples of the Arab World as a whole and indi- 
vidual Arab regions and communities within it in specif- 
ic. lived in the fifties, sixties and even seventies and the 
way we live now. Many of our basic habits, customs, 
norms, traditions, rites, rituals, and values have perished, 
many are fast dying, and many will be extinct soon. 
Many, of course, have remained (and will remain) 
unchanged. 

Family and community ties have been somewhat great- 
ly affected. Before the momentum of change has begun 
to be felt, relations among family members (especially at 
the extended level) and neighbours were more (.much 
more) tighdy knit than now. Individuals saw each other 
more often, did things together more often, communicat- 
ed more often, etc. 

One could argue, of course, that the change has been 
felt more at the extended-family level than at the level of 
the immediate family, even though the extended family 
(or the tribe) continues to be an important source of sup- 
port for individuals — they resort to it when they solve 
personal disputes (tribal laws still function strongly), 
when they seek scholarships and jobs (even), and when 
they compete for public office (in times of appointments 
and elections), etc. 

And the change has affected the neighbourhood or 
immediate community equally forcefully. Neighbours 
knew each other more, did things together more often, 
and communicated more frequently than they do now. 


The very concept of hara ("neighbourhood or commu- 
nity"), which meant a lot to us at one point is disappear' 
ing from our written and spoken discourse and from our 
own social consciousness. It is indeed ironic and para- 
doxical that in the pre-apartment-building days, when 
homes were more widely spread out neighbourhood ties 
were much stronger. Today (the apartment-building 
days), many live next door and do not communicate or 
even exchange greetings. 

So how do individuals communicate in the Arab World 
of today, and in its disparate regions and communities. 

Well, in many ways. They communicate at work; work 
relations and alliances are in many w p ays rivalling family 
relations. This is generally true, be it when we talk about 
individuals who are employees at the various public and 
private establishments or when we talk about business 
partners and associates. Individuals also communicate 
through the various institutions they join, on a voluntary 
or obligatory basis. And they communicate through the 
political organisations, societies, parties, etc. to which 
they subscribe. And in many other ways. 

At the social level, however, three basic, constant 
means of communication still bind people together, in 
this part of the world: weddings, funerals, and the two 
’Eids. Of the former two. 1 shall have something to say 
on other occasions. 

Today is "Eid AI-Fitr. As one visits family members 
(not only parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters but 
also aunts, uncles, aunts of aunts, uncles of uncles, 
cousins, cousins of cousins, nieces, nephews, in-laws, in- 
laws of in-laws, sons of cousins, daughters of cousins, 
etc.) friends and colleagues, and neighbours not only in 
Amman (.where one lives) but also in Zarqa, Irbid, Aqaba 


and many other locales of which you have not probably 
heard: as one eats all kinds of sweets (with moderation, 
hopefully) and sips coffee or tea: as one chats with rela- 
tives. friends, colleagues, and neighbours (those you see 
on a daily basis and those you do not); as one makes 
phone calls to relatives and friends locally -and around the 
globe: as one does all of this (and more), one cannot but 
Slink of the importance of the ’Eid as a means of com- 
munication. bond-building, and bond-promoting. And 
one cannot but think of it (since almost everyone is on 
holiday) as a valuable opportunity to ponder and think 
(over a cup of spicy Arabic coffee or over a piece of 
bakiava or ma’moul) about what is happening to us as a 
society, in light of the various changes and variables. 

Indeed, there are many relatives and neighbours, with 
whom you do not communicate except on the 'Eid. As 
modernisation, urbanisation, globalisation, and state-of- 
the-art technologies are enabling us to be in contact with 
individuals and regions (locally and around the globe) 
without which we cannot be familiar, the Eid comes 
twice a year to renew bonds, foster relations and build 
bridges among those who may be close to us physically 
(by blood or by place of residence) but distant psycho- 
logically. 

Despite some of the inconvenience, headache and 
expense the 'Eid brings with it. it does serve the noble 
(and important) purpose of bond-connecting and bond- 
forming. More importantly, as many variables are firnc.- . 
tioning to restructure or de-structure, reorient or disori- 
ent, and shape or reshape our society in ways we like and 
in ways we do not. the Eid is perhaps the only funda- 
mental constant that enables us to keep in touch with 
much that is value to us. 


Signals from Washington not all that bad 


By George S. Hishmeh 


WASHINGTON — Although Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat is now disappoint- 
ed with the results of last week's American 
efforts to jump-starl the stalled Middle East 
peace process, he did not leave here empty- 
handed. 

For the first time, the onetime guerrilla 
leader was received in his own right as a 
Palestinian spokesman at the White House 
where he was accorded, protocol- wise, the 
same treatment as his arch-rival. BenyamiD 
Netanyahu, the leader of America’s "strate- 
gic ally” in the Middle East during their 
sessions last week with the top leaders of 
the U.S. government. 

Palestinian aides of the chairman of the 
Palestinian National Authority point out 
that Arafat had the same number of meet- 
ings that Netanyahu had two days earlier 
with President Clinton, Vice President A1 
Gore and Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, who personally saw Arafat off at 
a Washington airport. But more important, 
in the Palestinian view, was the remark of 
the American chief executive made during 
one of the meetings. Arafat’s Washington 
representative. Hassan Abdel Rahman, told 
the Jordan Times that Clinton expressed to 
the Palestinian delegation his support of 
the ‘legitimate aspirations of the 
Palestinian people to live as free people” 
(The president made several versions of 
this statement to the media. / 

This obviously fell short of the expecta- 
tion that the Clinton administration would 
publicly support the creation of a 
Palestinian state, but it came a long way 
from the current American formulation. In 
the past, the Clinton administration had 
said it would subscribe to any agreement 
reached between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians on the future of the regained 
Palestinian areas. 

Moreover, it was the first time that 
President Clinton advanced his own views 


M. KAH1L 


on how to break the 10-month deadlock in 
the peace negotiations, a development that 
some Israeli apologists did not wish to hap- 
pen. This unprecedented American inter- 
vention was underlined by Secretary 
Albright who saicL "Both sides are aware 
of the significance of such intensive presi- 
dential involvement " 

Palestinian clarifications about the man- 
dated changes in the Palestinian National 
Charter, adopted in April 1996, were also 
welcomed by the U.S. as “an important 
step” although this seemingly positive 
reaction indicated that additional steps 
were still expected before "completing the 
process of revising the charter.” 


dence that both sides will live up to their 
obligations under the Oslo agreements." 

Arafat aides interpreted this as meaning 
Israel can drag the withdrawal process end- 
lessly rather than execute the three Israeli 
pullouts from the occupied territories as 
specified in the interim agreements. Joel 
Singer, the chief legal advisor for the 
Israeli delegation throughout Oslo I and 11 
accords, appeared cynical when discussing 
this turn of events here on the eve of the 
White House discussions. 

He said Netanyahu's demand for “reci- 
procity is necessary and natural, but the 
rationale for his focus on (Palestinian) 
compliance remains an open question.’' 


‘What we are trying to do is to find a way forward 
which is consistent with both sides’ needs. And in 
this context we’ve introduced the concept of par- 
allel processes of implementation of these com- 
mitments. We believe that this is a practical way 
to build confidence that both sides will live up to 
their obligations under the Oslo agreements.’ 


This explains Arafat’s short-lived charita- 
ble assessments; at one point the talks were 
"excellent." and at another “positive and 
important and successful." 

Although the Palestinian leader would 
not say so, some of his close aides confid- 
ed that the disappointment rested with the 
American “concept of parallel processes of 
implementation” of the commitments 
spelled out in the so-called Note for the 
Record attached to the Hebron agreement 
of last year. “What we are trying to do is 
to find a way forward which is consistent 
with both sides' needs." Albright explained. 
“And in this context we've introduced the 
concept of parallel processes of implemen- 
tation of these commitments. We believe 
that this is a practical way to build confi- 


Singer wondered: Does Netanyahu prefer 
that the Palestinians deliver on their oblig- 
ations so that the FRD (further redeploy- 
ment) be implemented, or does he hope 
that the Palestinians renege on their 
promises so Israel will not have to contin- 
ue with the peace process? 

Unlike the Camp David accords. Singer 
went on. the Israeli Labour Party of Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres designed rede- 
ployments as interim steps toward a perma- 
nent solution of the conflict with the 
Palestinians based on territorial re-division, 
not functional compromises, the preference 
of then Premier Menachem Begin. 

Singer believes the third redeployment — 
not the second which is the focus of the 
current discussions — that is the most cru- 


cial in the process because that step 
requires Israel to redeploy into "specific 
military locations” and “settlements” 
which would, in effect, define Israel's posi- 
tion on “final status." Before that process 
gets to that point, the chances of a crisis are 
real, he wamecL 

The Clinton administration is confident 
that their four-point programme is receiv- 
ing full attention from the Israelis and 
Palestinians, who have been clamouring 
for an Arab summit to study the long- wind- 
ed American approach. 

U.S. officials concede, however, that 
there are still major gaps between the two 
parties, particularly on the extent of the 
Israeli troop withdrawal and the scale of 
the Palestinian crackdown on diehard 
Palestinians. , 

Whether Secretary Albright's persuasive 
powers can do their magic on the two 
Mideast adversaries during a forthcoming 
European rendezvous may ultimately 
depend more on the fortunes of her presi- 
dent weakened by his alleged dalliance 
with a young White House intern. 

Foreign affairs specialist Michael 
Mandelbaura. noting that since there is no 
external threat at present against the United 
States, "there is no U.S. consensus on for- 
eign policy and no presumption in favour 
of following the president’s lead." 
Accordingly, he was quoted as saying, “the 
president has to put togerher a consensus 
on every issue from scratch. That is a dif- 
ficult, time-consuming and essentially 
political task, and the weaker Mr. Clinton 
is politically, the less able he is to do iL" 
Thomas L. Friedman, the New York Times 
columnist, noted over the weekend: “Mr. 
Arafat left (Washington) muttering about 
his bad luck; Bibi went home speaking 
warmly of a president now too wounded 
too wounded to be a threat to him” 

The writer is a freelance journalist based 
in Washington. He contributed this article 
to the Jordan Times. 
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LETTERS 

Keep barking 


To the editor: 

AS A fellow journalist I was quite happy to see the 
courts in Jordan strike down the draconian press laws. 
You are righL democracy wins in a situation like. this. 
But to keep a free press, it must remain the “barking 
guard dog of society, and cannot be bought off by large 
corporations as it is here in the United States. 

While there are many alternative news sources here, 
they are not large enough to attract the attention of most 
of the people. And the trouble with most of the large 
papers here are that they are owned by large corpora- 
tions who have more in common with other large cor- 
porations than with the people who read papers. This is 
why the United States government can spend the time 
that it does preparing the American people for the com- 
ing bombing of Iraq, which it has been doing for over a 
month now. 

The statement was made that they didn’t want to bomb 
Iraq during Ramadan because Iraqis weren't going 
about their normal routines. Little of this was in our cor- 
porate-owned press. Nor is the suffering of the Iraqi 

people, or the Sudanese, or any of the others that are tar- 
gets of U.S. anger. 

A truly free press can keep this situation from hap- 
pening. by reminding its readership of the news, vs stat- 
ed propaganda Keep up the good work, and keep fight- 
ing to remain free. 

Shelia Cassidy 
Riverside, California 
USA 
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Their in the money 


February will 
bring several 
international 
figures in Jor- 
dan including 
United 

Sat ions Sec- 
retary Gener- 
al Kofi A mm. 

European 
Union Presi- 
dent Jacques 
Sumer. and 
Swedish Min- 
ister of For- 
eign Affairs 
Lena Hjelm- 
H 'td len. Mr. 

Anon’s will he 
his first offi- 
cial visit to 
the region 
since he 

assumed his 
office a year 
i>S u - His tour is expected la take him as well to 
Lebanon, Egypt and probably Palestine. Mr. Snr.h r 
is scheduled to arrive in A in man on February 10. 
Like Mr. Anon. Mr. Sa liter's is also his firs i official 
regional tour. Other than Jordan . his itinerary is 
expected to include visits to Lebanon. Egypt. Syria, 
the West Bank and Gaza . and Israel. Ms. Hjelm- 
Widlen. who was first invited by former Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kaburiti when he visited Stock- 
holm as foreign minister in I 995, plans to be in Jor- 
dan from the 1 4th to the Hah. .-1 teacher in her 
hometown of Sala before entering polities and 
becoming a leading me in her of the Social Democra- 
tic Party. Ms. Hjehn-Walleu has only one other 
country on her Middle East log — Lebanon. Her 
schedule back home is saturated btiau.se of the 
coming elections in September. AH three guests will 
be scheduled to meet with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson 
as well as Prime Minister Abdul So I a m Majali and 
senior government officials. Swedish Ambassador 
Agnetia Bolwutn will host a reception in Ms. Hjehn- 
Wallen’s honour that will serve both officially and 
as a house wanning as she has moved into the new 
Swedish residence. 


KISSING THE PAYCHEQUE: It's the new year 
and for the fortunate few that means pay raises. 
Those likely to benefit the most are none other than 
our Lower House deputies and. while nr are at it. 
our ministers. The deputies, along with the sena- 
tors. you wilt recall, last week were granted each 
increases if JD 1 70 per month. Now the Cabinet is 
seeking equanimity (in pay scales, that is if or both 
deputies and ministers. Should it succeed, a 
deputy's salary would then have jumped front 
JD950 to JD 1,020 to JD 1.500. That 's a whopping 


63.33 per cent raise when you mid up the two 
inc reuses. And for the ministers, their salaries 
would climb from around Jill, 300 to the same 
round figure of JDl.SUtl. 

Alsu on the Cabinet wish list is a prop, /.sal to 
raise the salaries of secretaries general by a more 
modest sum of JD 1 50. 

Then there is the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
ft ton is seeking to raise the basic salaries of its 
ambassadors. The targets are to obtain J 13900 for 
i on has. sudors who have served abroad and JDMJO 
Jur those who have not. Several ambassadors have 
been known to quietly complain that work related 
expenses, such as hosting of officials and counter- 
parts on assignments abroad, are not always cov- 
ered by the embassy — that can often mean aut-of- 
poeket contributions b\ the ambassadors them- 
selves. 

If the foreign ministry triumphs in this arena, 
that will certainly he welcome news for join ambas- 
sadors whose assignments have been extended: 
Hasson Abu Neiineh at the U.N. in New York: Yassin 
Istanbul i in Islamabad. Hussein Hama mi in Bonn 
and Wa/id SauJ Batayneh in Tashkent. 

■*■*** 


AN 

ENVOY’S 
GUIDE: The 
Institute of 
Diplomacy 
has published 
a guide to 
Jordan for 
diplomats, 
edited by II) 

Vice Presi- 
dent HRH 
WijJan Ali. 

The 94 -page 
book includes 
.via chapters 
providing 
injorniation 
geography, 
history, 
archaeology, 
social ser- 
vices. educa- 
tion and the 
Kingdom's position on various international issues. 
The guide is to be issued annually with revisions. 

***» 

TOPPING THE LISTS: Back to secretaries gener- 
al, or rather vacancies in such posts. In the fore- 
front of (he running, in fad the only known candi- 
date for the S.G. slot at the Ministry of Youth, is 
Secretary General of the Jordanian Olympic Com- 
mittee and President of the Jordan Table Tennis 
Federation I smut Kttrdi. Dr. Kurdi is a professor at 


the University of Jordan Faculty of Physical Educa- 
tion, where he transferred after teaching at 
Zcit itfli’h University. He was recently promoted to 
full projessor. Should he be appointed he will suc- 
ceed Thotiqan Oheidat who retired earlier this 
month. And at the Ministry if Tourism where se.x- 
tugenerian A k rain Masarweh sang his swan song as 
secretary general, the word is Fuad Aghabi is the 
favourite in line to clineh tht position. Presently he 
is acting secretary general. Mr. Aghabi. 39. came 
from the private sector to the ministry a year ago. 
In any ease announcements of such appointments 
are expected after the 'EiJ Al Fitr. 


**** 

ON A NEW COURSE: After decades of loyal ser- 
vice to the Prime Ministry as head of the legislative 
department l\sa K ha m ash ha> retired. His many 
colleagues Inal nothing but praise and kind words 
for him and said he was most deserving of starling 
this new chapter of his life. 

ALPINE WORK VISIT: The World Economic 
Forum, based in Geneva, invited His Majesty King 
Hussein. the 
only world 
leader to be 
invited this 
year. to its 
annual con- 
ference which 
will he held 
this weekend 
in Davos. 

Neither the 
King, HRH 
Crown Prince 
H assail nor 
Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul 
Saturn Majali 
were able to 
attend. So the 
honour falls 
to Deputy 
Prime Minis- 
ter Jit Wild 

A n an i . Meet- 
ings are 

scheduled for Dr. Anani. who will also be partici- 
pating alongside Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. Palestinian National Authority Minister of 
Planning Nabil Shaath and Israeli Minister of 
Industry and Trade Natan Sharansky among others 
in a special session on the Middle East. Despite the 
heavy schedule. Dr. Anani m s colleagues think it is 
still not a bad way to spend the ’Eid. May his path 
he strewn with powdered snow. 


*+** 

JAMMING THE LINES: Al A swap daily reported 
that in Amman and Zarqa there have been several 
casts of the new public telephones being van- 
dalised. According to Al As wag's Nayef Mu' ani, 
the perpetrators have stuffed all sorts of objects 
from cardboard to pieces of metal into the magnet- 
ic calling card slot, jamming the slot and making 
the phone impossible to use. Motives, ur have 
since heard, include a shop owner who allegedly 
jammed a nearby phone when he discovered a 
diminishing of customers who used to come into his 
establishment to make a phone call and more often 
than not make a purchase as well. Others may have 
unwittingly caused damage simply because they did 
not know how the new phones operate. Still. 
Ma ‘ani believes the majority are just hoodlums bent 
on destruction of public property. He urged citizens 
as well as the Jordan Telecommunications Company 
to keep an eye out for such incidents. According to 
Ma 'ani. public telephones were recalled 20 year 
ago when a rash of vandalism showed that too many 
people irresponsible and thus undeserving of the 
service. 

**** 

HOLIDAY PLANS: \VV decided to hold off Richard 
Tanner’s "Where to go this weekend’’ feature in 
favour of telling you where some of our ministers 
have chosen to spend their 'Eid Al Fitr holidays. 
Despite rumours of a possible Cabinet change, the 
prime minister is taking his immediate family on a 
holiday in Egypt’s pearl of a paradise resort Sharm 
A I Sheik. The Majali s. adults, children, (not sure 
about any pets — you all remember President Clin- 
ton's "buddy" ) left yesterday to a sun-filled, relax- 
ing few days away from home. Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Jaw ad Anani. as mentioned earlier will he in 
Switzerland on duty. Staying close by is Deputy 
Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs Abdullah 
Ensottr who has ventured only as far as the Dead 
Sea. Minister of Foreign Affairs Fayez Tarawneh 
and Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf-Huneidi just 
returned from the U.S. and Minister of Industry. 
Trade and Supply Haiti Mulki arrived from Taiwan, 
therefore it is safe to say that long-haul trips for 
them are out of the question. Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs Saa 'edditi Junta ‘a is in 
Aqaba. Minister of Social Development Moham- 
mad Kheir Mamser is in Lebanon. In a drive to 
encourage local tourism. Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji is staving in Jordan. Off to 
London to hit theatres is Ministry of Public Works 
Nasser Lawzi, who will certainly stop by to pay a 
visit to Minister of Finance Suleiman Hafez who is 
recuperating from back surgery. Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Munzer Haddadin said he would be 
in his office. All the others are staying put in 
Amman. 

A very happy ’ Eid to all! 

Jennifer Hamarneh 



Kofi Annan 



HRH Princess Wijdan Ali 



Jawad Anani 


No need to be 
ashamed 


chip talk 


By Jean- Claude Elias 

THERE IS a myth rhui makes people 
believe that things, generally speaking, 
are better done in another country, in 
another place. For a nation like Jordan 
ibis is particularly obvious when it 
comes to technical achievements or 
modem ways of life. Every time a 
motorist deliberately ignores a slop sign 
other drivers never forget to remark that 
nobody would do that in a “civilized* 
•country. When we dial the Internet from, 
a PC and find the line busy or too slow, 
bow many of us think that we're still 
living in the third, fourth or filthy world 
and that the Web must definitely, 
absolutely be faster and always easier to 
access in Europe or the U.S.? 

I may disappoint those who subscribe 
to such a point of view but “things” are 
not always, not necessarily better in the 
West. 1 had an interesting conversation 
last year with a British engineer who 
was in Amman to submit an analytical 
report on the traffic situation in the 
Kingdom. He told me in all honesty that ^ 
he found the percentage of drivers who ' 
do not stop at the red light to be lower 
in Jordan than in England. I was aston- 
ished but he was sincere, he was an 
expert on the subject, and alter all he 
was an Englishman himself 

Several of mv friends and relatives in 
the U.S.. Canada and France recently 
complained of the difficulty to act the 
Internet line and send me e-mails. I 


widened the scope and asked other elec- 
tronic mail users in these countries 
whether they had the same problem too. 
Most of them confirmed that point. The 
Internet performance in America is not 
always perfect. Access to the Internet 
in Jordan is good, though not excellent. 

Internet access was available to users 
in Dubai one year before Jordan. How- 
ever till today there is only one Internet 
Service Provider (ISP - the main com- 
puter server one must subscribe and 
connect to for Internet access) in Dubai 
while Jordanians now have the choice 
between five ISPs. Also, whereas 
hourly rates were much higher in Jordan 
than in Dubai two years ago. they are 
now cheaper than in the Emirate. 

Some neighbouring countries still do 
not allow their citizens the free use of 
modems or cellular phones. There are 
numerous other examples that show 
how Jordan is positively embracing 
technology, albeit at its own pace and 
as fast as its internal resources allow it 
to. The result is still very impressive, 
all things considered. Ii is worth men- 
tioning that Jordan is a major exporter 
of qualified computer programmers to 
other Arab countries. 

Brags ing about any such achievement 
would be wrong. It would prevent us 
from making further progress. However 
developing an irrational inferiority 
complex towards richer or industrialised 
countries would be even worse. 


Linkage between domestic 
and foreign policy reviewed 


BOOK REVIEW 


Jordan and the Palestine Question: 
The role of Islamic and left forces 
In foreign policy-making 
Bv Sami Al Khazendar 
UK.: Ithaca Press, 1997,229 pages, 
£30 


JORDAN AND the Palestine ques- 
tion is a comprehensive review of the 
shifting relations among the Jordan- 
ian government, the left-nationalist 
opposition, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and the Muslim 
Brotherhood in the decade of the 80s. 
The author, a senior lecturer at AL al 
Bayt University, set out to address 
“the interaction between domestic 
politics and foreign policy” — an 
area of study only recently undertak- 
en by Arab scholars. Jordan is a prime 
subject for such study since, for it, 
foreign policy “raises issues of sur- 
vival” tp. xi). When analysing, gov- 
ernment policy. Dr. Al Khazendar 
clearly succeeds in elucidating this 
linkage. He argues that “the Jordan- 
ian government’s pragmatic strategy 
of balancing domestic and external 
forces, and curtailing linkages 
between them has limited the influ- 
ence of opposition forces and has 
enabled the Jordanian government to 
pursue its own foreign policy agenda 
for the Palestinian problem" tp. 1 75 ». 

Tlte obvious corollary to this evalu- 
ation is that the opposition parties and 
unions have had little influence on 
foreign policy, though the Palest in- 


ian-Jordanian community exened 
influence at certain times, as did the 
Muslim Brotherhood briefly in the 
late 80s. In this context, the govern- 
ment initiated "a demoralisation 
process as a strategy to discover the 
extent of the radical opposition's 
power" (p. 1 63 1. The results have so 
far confirmed Dr. Khazendar’s thesis, 
since the combined forces of the 
Islamists and left nationalists have 
proved incapable of blocking the gov- 
ernment’s path to a peace treaty and 
normalisation with Israel. 

Surprisingly, however. Dr. Khazen- 
dar at times fails to apply the domes- 
tic-foreign policy linkage approach 
he advocates. He attributes the 
nationalist ponies' opposition to His 
Majesty King Hussein's policies in 
the mid-50s solely to their links to 
Egypt and Syria; i.e.. he notes only 
the external factor, ignoring the 
domestic one. 

In a similar vein, the opposition of 
Palestinian organisations, like the 
PFLP and DFLP, is repeatedly attrib- 
uted to their being based in and “con- 
trolled" by Syria. This ignores the 
fact that these groups' had well-devel- 
oped. if unsuccessful, programmes of 
their own. and that their opposition to 
the Jordanian government was far 
more virulent when they were based 
in Lebanon. On the other hand, the 
Jordanian Mus! im Brotherhood's 
positions are presented as being its 
own. though the author notes that it is 
a branch of an international organisa- 


tion. Throughout the book, the views 
of the King, government and Muslim 
Brotherhood are presented more 
coherently than those of the left- 
nationalist forces. 

Most contradictory is Dr. Khazen- 
dar *s treatment of Trans-Jordanians 
whom he writes off at the start: 
"Since the Trans-Jordanians are usu- 
ally loyal to the government, and 
most of them work in government 
institutions and the security and mili- 
tary establishment, they will not be 
considered as a separate factor in the 
foreign policy decision-making of 
Jordan" ip. 36). Actually, he might as 
well have written off most of the pop- 
ulation on the grounds thai "King 
Hussein makes all key foreign policy 
decisions” (p. 25). Yet if the aim is to 
analyse the external-internal interplay 
that figured into the King's delibera- 
tions, original Jordanians must cer- 
tainly have been a part herein. Impor- 
tant questions are left unanswered: 
Docs the above quote accurately 
describe the southerners who protest- 
ed against the effects of the economic 
crisis in 1989? Does the fact that their 
protest had its most direct effects on 
domestic policy make them non-play- 
ers in a country where, as the book 
stresses, domestic and foreign policy 
are doubly interlinked ? 

In actual fact, the book, being a 
generally accurate rendition of histo- 
ry- records several instances which 
run contrary to this overgeneralisa- 
tion. For example, the parfplaved by 


key political advisors "in bringing 
about Hussein's decision for disen- 
gagement (from the West Bank) indi- 
cated the increasing role and influ- 
ence of the Trans-Jordanian elite on 
decision-making regarding the West 
Bank by the end of the 1980s" (p. 90). 

Despite shortcomings in analysis, 
this book will be useful for the those 
who are interested in the Middle East 
conflict but lack detailed knowledge 
about Jordanian politics. It covers the 
critical decade which prefaced the 
present decade of peace agreements 
between Israel. Jordan and the PLO. 
thus providing a background for 
understanding how these agreements 
evolved. For those who have been 
close to events. Jordan and the Pales- 
tine question can serve as a review, 
but it will not contain many new 
insights. This is chiefly because in 
recording the various forces' posi- 
tions. Dr. Khazendar usually stuck to 
their stated aims, without analysing 
possible unarticulated motivations. 
The book is well-documented and 
contains original material in ihe form 
of interviews conducted by the author 
with the various forces involved, but 
there is little “inside information” 
Surely from his extensive research. 
Dr. Khazendar knows more than what 
he wrote.’ but perhaps these matters 
are still too close to the present and 
too sensitive for the whole story to be 
tofd. 

Sally Bland. 


Jordan sees pilgrimage railway as engine for tourism growth 


By Peter King 

Agenee Fntncc Prexw 

AMMAN — A railway originally built 
to earn' devout Muslims across the Mid- 
dle Eastern desert lo Mecca is gearing up 
for a religious rebirth more lhan 80 years 
after the last pilgrims travelled the line. 

The Hejaz railway, which ran the 
length of Jordan to Islam's holiest sites 
in present-day Saudi Arabia, was funded 
by Muslims from anttind the globe al 
vast expense, but its use as a pilgrimage 
route was short-lived. 

In 1916, only eight years alter ihe rail- 
way’s 1,300 km ($00 mile) inaugural 
journey, parts of the track were blown up 
by Lawrence of Arabia and his comrades 


in the Great Arab Revolt against 
Ottoman rule. 

But now. as the old steam engines pre- 
pare to celebrate their 9(hh birthday, 
plans arc being studied to return the 
almost defunct railway back to its origi- 
nal passengers and introduce the concept 
of Islamic tourism to Jordan. 

Managing Director uf the Jonbit- 
Hcjaz Railway Abd Razzaq Abul Feilal, 
told AFP of plans to build a mulii-mil- 
Jion-dollar pilgrimage centre and theme 
park by the railway station in Jiza. 30 
kilometres south of Amman. 

-People have forgotten that the railway 
belongs* to Muslims. They paid for it in 
the first place so they should be able to 
use it.” said Abul Feilal. 


“Pilgrims travelling through Jordan 
will be able to lake the railway from 
Amman lo Jiza where the exhibitions 
will teach them about die hajj and the 
early Islamic sites in Jordan before they 
reach Mecca," lie said. 

The hajj is one of llie five pillars of 
Islam and should be undertaken by all 
Muslims who can afford it at least once 
before they die. 

Every year during tile hajj month when 
the pilgrimage must be performed thou- 
sands of Muslims pass south through 
Jordan from Syria. Turkey and the for- 
mer Soviet Union on their way to Mecca. 

"There will he shops, museums. 
restuuranLx and rides, and now you cun 
sec wc are renovating the railway car- 


riages to carry the passengers." said Abul 
Feilal pointing through his office win- 
dow to the train workshops. 

The Middle East is no stranger to reli- 
gious tourism with hordes of visitors 
flocking each year lo Christian and Jew- 
ish sites. 

Bur Jordan, which witnessed some of 
the most important battles in the early 
history of Islam, has yet to take full 
advantage of its Islamic heritage. 

Abdallah Nsur. director of religious 
tourism at the ministry of religious 
affairs, hopes this will change. 

'The railway project is just one of sev- 
eral projects** said Nsur. 

"There is very' little awareness of 
Islamic tourism here. It’s just starting 


out. so we're developing a whole range 
of sites around Jordan like the shrine of 
Jafar near Karak (80 kilometres — south 
of Amman).” he said. 

Nsur explained that Jafar, a nephew of 
the Prophet Mohammed who was mar- 
tyred by the Byzantines in 630. only 
eight years alter the start of the Islamic 
calendar, is now venerated by Shiite 
Muslims. 

"Hopefully the development of this 
shrine will attract the large Shiite popu- 
lations from the rest of the Islamic World 
to Jordan,” he said. 

But railway director Abul Feilat said it 
would be a long time before Jordan's 
railway network is capable of transport- 
ing passengers to al! of the country's 


holy sites. 

Although the Hejaz line was rebuilt 
after its destruction during World War I. 
the only scheduled journey today is a 
weekly 10-hour shuttle for passengers 
and goods between Amman and the Syr- 
ian capital of Damascus. 

And while some 50-60 trips a year are 
organised for groups of tourists and stu- 
dents, most of the line’s activity is the 
unromantic responsibility of Jordan’s 
phosphate companies. 

However, with railway memorabilia 
lining his office, Abul Feilat remained 
hopeful that pilgrims might once again, 
one day, be able to travel the length of 
the original line all the way from Dam- 
ascus to Medina. 
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Study: Unemployment a major 
problem for Syrian youth 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
About 200.000 young Syri- 
ans enter the job market 
every year, but the econo- 
my here is unable to pro- 
vide them with work, 
according to a study. 

“Finding a job is one of 
the main problems that Syr- 
ian youth face. The public 
sector is not developed 
enough, the private sector 
is closed and cannot 
accommodate the 200,000 
new arrivals each year.” the 
■study, published in the rul- 
ing puny newspaper A1 
Baath. said. 

Every job costs on aver- 
age $20,000- or a million 
Syrian pounds, the study 


said. 

More than 56 per cent of 
private sector institutions 
are managed by one person 
who employs .a limited 
number of people, with 
preference going to family 
members, it added. 

The study does not say 
how many Syrians are 
unemployed, but stresses 
that joblessness makes 
young people feel that they 
are “foreigners in their own 
country.” It adds that “in 
general, the young do not 
feel positive.” 

A1 Baath also called for 
“eliminating ■ illiteracy, 
effective education and 
appropriate planning." 


The same paper published 
a study last month on the 
country’s problems with 
education. 

The study said there was 
no real link between the 
different levels of educa- 
tion and that there is a lack 
of coordination between 
education and the needs of 
the job market. 

The number of students is 
equal to the number of 
manual labourers in Syria: 
four million in each catego- 
ry- 

Syria spends more than 
$20 billion a year on educa- 
tion, making it the second 
largest item in the budget. 


Lebanon parliament adopts $4.9b budget 


BEIRUT (AFP> — The 
Lebanese parliament has 
adopted a S4.9 billion bud- 
get for the I99S financial 
year after agreeing on a for- 
eign capital raising to ease 
the country's chronic debt 
and deficit woes. 

The budget deficit — 
measured in Lebanon as the 
ratio of spending in excess 
of revenues — is forecast at 
37 per cenL little changed 
from last year's projection. 

Spending is forecast at 


around $4.9 billion while 
revenues are projected at $3 
billion. 

However. Finance Minis- 
ter Fwad Saniora said last 
year's actual budget deficit 
hit 59 per cent and econo- 
mists now believe this 
year’s shortfall could be 
closer to 40 per cent. 

Mr. Sanioria also said 
Lebanon's public debt was 
around S14.3 billion, or 95 
per cent of gross domestic 
product. 


Parliament approved the 
budget late Tuesday by 60 
votes to 2 1 . 

On Monday, parliament 
approved a plan to reduce 
debt servicing costs by con- 
verting $2 billion of inter- 
nal liabilities into foreign 
currencies to take advan- 
tage of lower interest rates 
abroad. 

Debt servicing costs are 
currently a hefty 40 per 
cent of the budget 


Gulf states may push for 
OPEC talks — experts 


emergency 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf oil 
heavyweights may push for an 
emergency Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) meeting to consider 
action to rescue tumbling crude 
prices, analysts in the region 
said. 

Crude prices have lost more 
titan $4 in two months and a 
further decline will severely 
hurt oil-dependent Gulf 
economies that are still recover- 
ing from lower prices and the 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

"Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
states have so far-avoided call- . ; 
ing for emergency OPEC talks 
because they warn to give time 
for the market to absorb the 
otganisution's new production 
agreement and for some mem- 
bers to respect their quotas.” a 
Riyadh-based oil analyst said. 

“But that does not mean they 
are aoina to sit idle and watch 


oil prices collapse.” he said. 

“If there is no improvement I 
am sure they will take action, 
especially by calling for an 
urgent meeting to seek produc- 
tion discipline ... some mem- 
bers need to be convinced" to 
lower output he added. 

The ministerial Monitoring 
Committee of the 11-narion 
OPEC ended talks in Vienna 
Tuesday with a call for compli- 
ance with quotas by cartel 
members. 

But the committee, grouping 
OPEC Secretary' General Ril- 
wanu Lukman and the oil min- 
isters of Iran, Kuwait and Nige- 
ria. stopped short of proposing 
an extraordinary meeting. 

Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). the cur- 
rent OPEC president had said 
they saw no need for early 
emergency talks but they did 
not rale out such a meeting if 
prices remained low. 
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“We should not say there will 
be no emergency meeting just 
because some members say 
let’s give the market more 
time,” a Gulf oil analyst said. 

“The market could absorb 
OPEC’s new production ceiling 
if member stales which are 
overproducing observed their 
shares. I think all members will 
be under great pressure if prices 
collapse and this could be a 
deterrent." Ac their November 
talks in Jakarta. OPEC's oil 
ministers agreed to raise the 
output ceiling by 10 per cent to 
275 million barrels per day. 
.with most of the increase going 
to Gulf producers. But actual 
production is now running 
much higher because of quota 
hustings, mostly by Venezuela. 

Excess supplies to an already 
glutted market have combined 
with a mild winter in the north- 
ern hemisphere, the Asian 
financial crisis and Iraq's immi- 
nent return to the market to 
push down crude prices to near- 
ly SI 5. one of the lowest levels 
in nearly four years. 

Experts said they did not 
expect Saudi Arabia to cut pro- 
duction to lift prices on the 
grounds this will harm its mar- 
ket share. 


Clinton 
wants budget 
surplus used 
for social 
security 


WASHINGTON (AFP; 
— President Bill Clin- 
ton called Wednesday 
for allocating anticipat- 
ed U.S. budget surplus- 
es to the country's flag- 
ging government pen- 
sion ’fund until it has 
been adequately 

restored. 

“What should we do 
with this projected sur- 
plus?** Mr. Clinton said 
in his State of the Union 
address. 

“I have a simple four- 
word answer: Save 

Social Security first." 
Mr. Clinton said, refer- 
ring to the government 
retirement fund started 
in 1935* by then-Presi- 
dent Franklin Roo- 
sevelt. 

‘Tonight, l propose 
that we reserve 100 per 
cent of the surplus — 
that's every' penny of 
any surplus — until we 
have taken all the nec- 
essary measures to 
strengthen the Social 
Security system for the 
21st century,” he added. 

“Let us say to all 
Americans watching 
tonight — whether you 
are 70 ... or 50 ... or 
whether you are just 
beginning to pay into 
the system — Social 
Security will be there 
when you need it,** 
sressed Mr. Clinton. 

The appeal came amid 
mounting concern that 
the government retire- 
ment fund was rapidly 
being depleted and 
could run dry entirely., 
by the time “baby 
boomers” begin retir- 
ing. 

White House advisor 
Gene Sperling estimat- 
ed that the budget sur- 
plus could reach some 
$200 billion over the 
next five years. 

Mr. Clinton also con- 
firmed in the speech 
that he would propose 
legislation for a bal- 
anced federal budget in 
1999. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. JANUARY 30. 1998 


Bv Linda C. Blacky Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) Practice compassion 
today, whenever the situation warrants. Do this by lis- 
tening more than talking, and following more than lead- 
ing. That's not easy for you. but it’s a useful habit to 
leam. Coupled with your other magnificent qualities, 
these skills will make you an even better leader. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There are still rules 
and regulations ro follow, but today they don’t seem so 
terrible. Love is lightening your load. Set up a big date 
for this evening that includes travel and lots of Idenus. 
You might take a bunch of pals along on a trip- That 
would be with you and your sweetheart, of course. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An older person, possi- 
bly a family member, is in a generous mood. Reestab- 
lish the bond you share first, then discuss goals for the 
future. You might enroll this person in supporting your 
efforts, especially if travel or higher education is 
involved. In other words, if you’re a student, it’s time to 
ask the folks for money again. 

CANCER: tJune 22 to July 21 ) You’re going to find it 
simple to do things that other people find frustraringly 
complex. You'll find doors where others are running 
into walls. That’s especially true in areas involving 
emotional sensitivity. The person who was so good at 
the mechanical things yesterday seems absolutely help- 
less in this situation. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Your focus is on jointly 
held finances. You’ll be able to buy more if you and 
your loved one share expenses. A roommate should be 
good as far as a household item is concerned. If it’s an 
investment you're considering, the other person would 
be the bank or savings and loan. Speaking of loans, this 
would be a good day to apply for one. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) A partner is help- 
ing with more than you thought and the work goes on 
without your having to do it all. Love looks good, and that 
improves your attitude. Make a date for tonight and do 
something relaxing. Music would be a marvellous choice, 
with hot tubs a close second. Maybe you can do both. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’ve got 
more than enough work, and it’s not easy. Nobody’s 
telling you exactly how to do it. You can follow a tem- 
plate somebody else made, but most of the job will 
require your own creativity. You’ll have to come up 
with an idea and get immediately into action. It’s OK to 
take a leap of faith. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) This evening 
should be excellent for romance. If you don’t have a 
date, find one in an educational setting. Love and learn- 
ing are linked for you right now. That’s an exciting sit- 
uation. It* you're in a steady relationship, listen more 
carefully to the one you love. You’ll learn something 
you never would have expected. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You 
might be called on to help an emotional person make a 
decision. Try not to be too critical. Don’t laugh if this 
person is acting like a blithering idiot. He or she is con- 
trolled by emotions right now. Pointing that out won’t 
help. Just see if you can help solve the problem, and be 
gentle about it. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You're 
always watching, your money, and this is a good idea. 
You could make or lose quite a bit during the current 
phase, and what 'you do makes a difference. You'll be 
able to stay calm as you negotiate the deal. Just don’t 
get so calm you fall asleep at the wheel. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Make sure 
there’s money coming in before you start pouring it out 
When you get to the stores, don't shop only for your- 
self. Get something for the people you love, too. They 
don’t really expect it. but they sure will appreciate it. It 
could make a big difference in your life, so don’t drop 
that pan out. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You have a little 
more power than you had previously. This is nice, since 
you're in an awkward phase. You’re forced to put things 
down on paper. You don’t like to do that. It seems 
inhibiting somehow. It’s necessary, however, if you’re 
ever going to get the thing actually built Go ahead and 
work on that project now.' 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword E<tt«d by Wayne Robert WMiams 


ACROSS 

1 SpA the boons 

5 Ciao on Lanai 

10 StftgerFalana 

14 OtfMlo's 
nemesis 

T5 Consumer 
advocate Ralph 

16 Famous oookte 
man 

17 Amcnasn 
touring car 

19 Lion's pride 

20 M eeseand 
McCain 

21 Contender 

22 Regun in 
central Italy 

24 over 

25 Bufcrts. briefly 

26 Mongolian 
home 

29 Cheap ooean 
passage 

33 Smelb 

34 Any timanovr 

35 Gooey stuff 

36 “Cheers - barfly 

37 Rjflroed switch 

36 Tortoise's rival 

39 Ms. Bombecfc 

40 Ripped 

41 Scorch 

42 Goes beck in 

44 Tightens 

45 Rep Gngrich 

46 Jacob's third 
au n 

47 Stain on one’s 
reputation 

50 Male parent 

51 Takemlood 

54 Tie with a rope 

55 Bntsh luxury 
car 

58 Dodge model 
o/ the 60s 

59 Oar holder 

60 Used to be 

61 Second Greek 
tone# 

62 Planter 

63 Adam's home 



DOWN 

1 Tany 

2 Praise 

3 Matures 

4 Derek and 
Jackson 


5 Potts and 
Leones 

6 Maker's sucker 

7 -Neis ae line 

8 'And I Love 

9 Verbal warfare 

10 hahen sports 
car 

11 Actor Sharif 

12 Anderson o t 
-WKRP in 
Ctnbnnsa* 

13 Swing 

18 QviTUgns 
martyr 

23 Fr. woman's 
title 

24 German two- 
sealer car 

25 Make right 

26 Fluid for Ihe 
copy machrne 

27 Worth* 

28 The Velvet Fog 

29 Turns, as re* 

30 King and Aida 

31 Small canyon 

32 Some rapiers 

34 Diminutive 

37 Rod and Peyne 


l£fDl 


0E3DQ EJOBD □□□ 

□QQH naan □□□□□ 

0DHIDCJQGJCJQ □□□□□ 
□□□□□ QDQQ □□□□ 
QDQQ QQQ 
□□□□□□ QQQBBQQ0 

saa □obhqh quo 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ a 
aa ansoHQ sdsq 
□QQQOC 1QQ QmmEQD 
mao Haan 

QQQO QDOH CDOUQQ 
□□OHQ 0E0GGQQQQ 

hbodci anna nosa 

EQUSH EDDB BQfil H 


41 Break oil 
43 President pro 


44 More concise 

46 French textile 
center 

47 Man with a 
spotted M 

46 Gentle 


49 Doesn't east 

50 Dfetory 

51 Some jacks are 
one? 

52 Land measure 

53 Adolescent 

56 Exclamation of 
daooveiy 

57 Be m the red 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


■BUTywy I 


la/my 

HEAD 
ON THE 
TABLE? 



HOROSCOPE 


{FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. JANUARY 29. 199$) 


Bv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You are forceful and 
dynamic. You don't necessarily admire meekness or 
mildness in others, but those are qualities you could put. 
to good use. Be careful not to be overconfident If you 
stand back, you might find that you're overlooking 
something. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Do what your boss or 
teacher wants today- Look on this as your final exain. It 
may actually be a final exam. Try to comply not only 
with the other person’s demands, but his or her attitude, 
too. If you can see the situation through this person's 
you’ll be more likely to find the right words. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) The morning is best for 
travel, long-distance calls or business deals with people 
who are far away. A new assignment is coming in the 
middle of the day. By evening, you'll be busy taking 
care of somebody else’s wants and needs. Don’t let a 
loved one’s confusion get you rattled. Keep your eyes 
on the prize. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The morning is frus- 
trating. The problem has to do with a lot of mechanical 
details. You have to do things just a certain way. ft’s not 
intuitively obvious how you’re supposed to proceed. 
Don’t worry about it. Save your energy for a problem 
that's coming up later. You'll be better qualified at han- 
dling that 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Meet with a technical 
advisor early in the day. Once you have all tbe problems- 
solved, you can go shopping. It looks like you’re in the 
mood to buy something fun for yourself and something 
for another person as well. Go ahead and do that- You'll 
take your friend completely by surprise, and that's 
always fun. 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) Your work pace 
is about to speed up. There will be lots of details and 
interesting problems to solve. Don't get frakzled. 
There's a wonderful reward awaiting you at the end of 
the day. You'll be able to rest, relax, maybe even go 
dancing. Do something than involves feeling and lis- 
tening. It’s healing, and by then you’ll need iL 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your luck is 
exceptionally good most of today. Tonight, conditions 
change. Your workload will be increasing. It may not be 
that noticeable tonight, but ought to be by tomorrow. 
Mars is in Pisces, the sign of intuition. This would sug- 
gest that following your intuition, starting tonight is a 
very good idea. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Make major 
decisions early. You will want to go out tonight, possibly 
to celebrate, but staying out late could be expensive. You 
could lose money simply by dropping it out of yourpock- 
eL At any rate, there’s no point in taking the risk. Just 
either stay borne tonight or get home relatively early. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You're still learning hard and gathering all sorts of new 
insights. You may get a chance to put a couple of those 
to work tonighL A roommate has a problem to be 
solved. The situation is urgent. See if you can make a 
practical application of something you've recently 
learoed. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) The 
moon will be moving into Pisces this evening. You’ll be 
able to tell when that happens?fcecause you’H just natu- 
rally calm down. You’ve been a little stressed out late- 
ly. and that will be the case again during the day. After 
the moon goes into Pisces, however, soft music is pre- 
scribed. In other words, relax. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You've been 
busy as 10 beavers for the last several days. There are 
still a couple of projects to start, and a couple to finish. 
This evening, you’ll be more concerned about financial 
matters. For one thing, you'll realise how much you've 
recently spout. You might want to be aware of that this 
morning, too. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You may have 
been resisting the rules a little bit Your way to do that 
is to simply forget what they are. Be careful about that 
today, because some of them might be important. You 
don’t want to forget them, even accidentally. You'll be 
able to relax tonight 


Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SAT L’R DAY, JANUARY 31. 1996 

ByU,u!u C ft'ibttnr Media Srrvhr.\, J, l( , ' 


ARIES: < Man-h 2 \ to April! 9 ) An older per- 
ion warns you ly follow through un an uij 
policy this mommy. You prnhahlv f..rtwt all 
aboui it. You might Utink ii\ nui fair ihTit you 
have lo do this on your day «»f rest. Well, 
you'll have ample opportunity to play ihii 
evening. Take care of obligations first y, . u 
might even have a great lime while vnu're at 
it 

TAURUS: i April 20 to May 2U> A conversa- 
tion this morning about dreamx could lead to 
new ideas. Try making one of them a rcaliiv. 
This could start to look like work, but ihat\ 
OK.. You're still in the initial phase. Don't i L -t 
your inspiration lum into a burden. Remem- 
ber who thought of this in the first place. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 1 Tune in tu 
what an older person needs this momum and 
see if you can provide it. It won't com much 
and could even bring more inunvy in. It will 
at least gain you points. Later ulda\. jou'll 
have time for playing with friends. Schedule 
travel or parties for aliem.iun. All v.iur 
chores wiJJ he done by then. 

CANCER: f June 22 to July 21 1 Ask for what 
you want this morning. Later in the day. an 
older person ask something of y«m. Tliat's j 
fair trade. In order in work a good deal, have 
pans of the equation in place. Don't just give 
without getting. Remember that, if vou're 
tempted to do otherwise. 

LEO: f July 22 to August 21 1 There's some- 
thing going on that has l>> do with vour best 
talents. Manifesting -them is one .if jour 
assignments this lifetime, remembei Today 
you might discover something you'd forgot- 
ten about. Spend time getting organised tinlav 
and your destiny could become clear to you. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22 1 You 
need lo go shopping. You're been resting and 
relaxing long enough. Now you've noticed 
there's no I'ikhJ in die eupbiurd. Pjy bills 
before you go to the grocery store, jum to 
make sure you end up in the black. l_atcr in 
the day. you'll be feeling active. That's when 
to schedule the chores. 

LIBRA: ( September 23 to Gelubcr 22 1 
You're very creative lodaj. but necessity is 


lorcing ymi into it. That’s supposed to k- the 
mother «>1 invention, hut she might have had 
a coujflc ol'otiier kids as well. Creativity and 
imagination seem to be in die family. This 

assignment gels mure cnjuyablc as the day 

continues. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) 
You'll he gathering uifurmation by day and 
using it this evening. Tomorrow, yuu'll have 
a busy work day. Do the homework, so 
tuniiimm you ’If kmm exactly what you 
should he doing and how to do it. There arc 
plenty ui people around who can help you 
with Uiis project. First, you need to ask them. 

SAGITTARIUS: t November 22 jo IX'eein- 
ber 21 j This is a good day for yon. You've 

been kind and compassionate for the last cou- 
ple of days. Now, you'll be able to go ahead 
and rip and tear. You've been nice just about 
long enough. Go out to tlw gym or play sonic 
son of physical sport w ill) friends. You have 
a lot of energy to burn. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 
2(h You'll notice yourself getting a little more 
wired this afternoon. You I eel pressured, and 
that's not eomfoilahlc. You'll do hest this 
evening to stay home, preferably widi the 
ones you love hest. Make plans so ili.it you 
can take action. Tlial could conic sooner than 
you think. 

AQUARIUS: t January 21 to February 19) 
lou might Iv in a fog this morning. If you 
can sleep in. you might as well. You’ll save 
money if you Jon 'i go shopping early. You'll 
save more if you don't go at all. You'll he 
sharp as a tack later today, so debate will be 
an interesting pastime this evening. The other 
side doesn't it and a chance. 

PISCES: i February 2t) to March 20) You'll 
be the most creative this morning. Write 
down your hopes, dreams and plans for the 
future then. I -iter in the day. die locus shifts 
hi money. Hut's when you should figure out 
how io pjy for .ill this stuff You can be fan- 
eilul about dial. Invent a new source of 
income while you're at it. 

Rirthslonc nf January : Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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Arab banks urged to diversify and enter bond market 


ABU DHABI lAFPi — 
Arab hanks need to 
embrace bond investment 
and diversity nperuiiun*, to 
face up to stiff competition 
from foreign banks follow- 
ing the World Trade Organ- 
ist it ion (WTO) agreement 
to liberalise global finan- 
cial services, an official 
study has said. 

After decades of focusing 
on providing loans and 
other traditional banking 
operations, the nearly 350 
hanks in the 22 Arab 
League countries need to 
change tack, said the 
Kuwaiti-based Inter-Arab 
Investment Guarantee Cor- 
poration. 

"It is time for Arab banks 
to take the initiative ... and 
develop :t domestic bond 
market." said its monthly 
bulletin. 


“In this regard, it is worth 
referring to a remarkable 
conclusion by the World 
Bunk -that one of the main 
reasons for the current 
Asian economic crisis is 
the absence ot a developed 
and deep bond market that 
could ensure un efficient 
distribution of financial 

resources." 

Arab bunks have often 
been criticised for lacking 
depth in their services and 
concentrating on traditional 
operations such as extend- 
ing direct loans tu the pub- 
lic and private sector. 

Although some banks in 
the region have issued 
bonds For local govern- 
ments over the past Few 
years, such activity has 
been limited. 

"There is no organised 
bond issue bv banks in the 


region despite their strong 
financial ability. 1 think the 
time has come to tread into 
this field,” said a United 
Arab Emirates bank man- 
ager. 

".A lack of these services 
on uffer from regional 
banks has prompted Arab 
countries such as Lebanon. 
Oman. Jordan, Tunisia and 
Qatar to tap international 
bond markets over die past 
five years to finance devel- 
opment projecLs. 

Bankers said those coun- 
tries had been encouraged 
to take the step as their 
credit ratings had improved 
on the back of increased 
confidence in their 
economies brought about 
by reforms to cut budget 
and balance of payment 
deficits. 

At the end of 1996. .Arab 


commercial banks had 
around $595 billion in 
assets — their highest level 
since the oil boom 15 years 
ago. 

Their combined deposits 
reached S361 billion and 
shareholder equity nearly 
$94 billion, according to 
the Beirut-based .Arab 
Banks Union. 

Arab officials have 
repeatedly urged banks to 
merge to create giant bank- 
ing units to face growing 
international competition. 

Bankers said their institu- 
tions were on top of serious 
challenges that will be cre- 
ated by the WTO agree- 
ment when it is enforced in 
1999. 

The WTO accord, signed 
by more than [00 coun- 
tries, stipulates that all sig- 
natories open up their 


financial sector for foreign 
banks and allow those 
banks to set up branches in 
any country on a reciprocal 
basis. 

The accord will lead to 
the presence of large for- 
eign banks with more 
diversified and sophisticat- 
ed services in the same 
market as local banks. 

"The global economic 
merger and related devel- 
opments require a complete 
set of policies and mea- 
sures in the financial sec- 
tor." the study said. 

"This will" help Arab 
banks in keeping abreast 
with banking developments 
and adapting to changes 
after the dangers of policies 
to partially liberalise the 
financial sector were 
underscored by the Asian 
crisis." 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


1UJANT Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

TEU- 5920605-5920609 
FAX:- 5932605 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality m 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20 x SO cm. 


Shmeisanl ■ Opposite 

Grindtays Bank- 
Phone: 604042 
SwetffehTel: 623691 1 


(mm 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 

pool r 

SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 

Radio & TV station RD., 



itttrr 

Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

SANABEL 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Te.. 864230 - 865167 





Quality Serviced Suites 

• On* & Two Bedrooms ‘ FbU* 
Equipped Ulcftciwncs * Dally A 
Lour Slav • Rco&oiubia Rue* 


Siti Circle 

Tel. 692672 fax 674551 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 -699634 EXT. 42 






















































































Hingis in a hurry for new Open title 

Huber eliminates Sanchez; Rios advances 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Martina Hingis stormed 
past an enfeebled Mary 
Pierce on Wednesday to 
close in on a new 
Australian Open title, as 
Mareelo Rios ended the 
rout of rhe men's seeds in 
the quarter finals. 

Hingis, the World No. 1 
and defending champion, 
beat fifth seed Pierce 6-2, 
6-3 in a replay of last 
year's final. 

The 1 7-year-old Swiss 
champion will Thursday 
play a semi-final against 
10th seed Anke Huber of 
Germany. Huber scored an 
upset 7-6 (9/7 1 . 7-5 win 
over seventh seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario of Spain. 

As the tournament recov- 
ered from the defeat of 
Pete Sampras. Rios, the 
men's ninth seed, came 
back to beat Alberto 
Berasategui of Spain 6-7 
(6/S). 6-4, 6-4. 6-0. 



World No. 1 and defending champion Martina Hingis (R) from Switzerland is con- 
gratulated by France’s Mary Pierce after their quarter-final match at the Australian 
. Open in Melbourne January 28. Hingis won in straight sets 6-2 6-3 (Reuters photo.) 
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Australian Open final, the 
teenager's fust major title. 
Pierce beat Hingis at the 
WTA Tour Championships 
in New York last 
November. 

Pierce still leads 4-3 in 
career wins, but Hingis is 
clearly on the ascendancy. 
And the Swiss champion 
added: ‘*1 didn’t need to 
play my best today. 

“I didn’t need to play 
that many winners, she just 
missed so many balls." 

While Pierce hit every- 
thing out of court or into 
the neL Hingis again 
stepped up her game. 

In each set. Pierce and 
Hingis lost their opening 
serves but the teenager 
regained her composure 
first. 

‘I think I played the 
worst match of the tourna- 
ment and unfortunately it 
was today," said Pierce, 
the fifth seed. 


wasn't moving 


Germany's Nicolas Keifer plays a forehand to France’s 
Nicolas Escude during their quarter-final match at the 
Australian Open. Keifer lost to Escude in five sets 
(Reuters photo) 


Spain's Arantxa Sanchez Vicario plays a backhand 
during her quarter final loss to Germany's Anke Huber 
at the Australian Open in Melbourne. Huber won in 
straight sets 7-6 7-5 (Reuters photo) 


Rios, the last of the 
men's seeds with Petr 
Korda of the Czech 
Republic, will play tena- 
cious Frenchman Nicolas 
Escude of France for a 
place in the final. 

“I think I have a pretty 
good chance of winning 
the tournament,'’ Rios 
declared after his win. 


enough. My legs just 
weren't there, my serve 
wasn't there and that's 
why I made so many 
unforced errors." 

Hingis expects a tougher 
challenge from Huber, 
who made Sanchez her 
second top vicum of the 
Open after third seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa. 

1 played from the begin- 
ning the way I wanted to 
y and I was patient .and 
waited for my chances." 
said Huber, who was run- 
ner-up here to Monica 
Seles in 1996. 

But her frustration grew 
in the second set as a series 
of double faults hampered 
■her ability to close out the 
match at 5-4. 

Rios victory ended the 
run of brave Berasategui, 
who beat Australia’s sec- 
ond seed Pat Rafter and 
ended Andre Agassi's 


But Escude may have comeback campaign, 
other ideas. Ranked just 81 _ . „ OTTiia 

in the world, he beat But the Clu)ean came 

German No. 1 Nicolas very close to being the 
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Spain’s Alberto Berasategui plays a backhand during his quarter-final match agaipst 
Chile’s Mareelo Rios at the Australian Open in Melbourne. Rios won in four sets 6-7 
(6-8) 6-4 6-4 6-0 (Reuters photo) 


Kiefer 4-6. 3-6, 6-4, 6-1.6- 
2 to become the first play- 
er to have to fight back 
from two sets down three 
times in a Grand Slam. 

■‘I was already two sets 
down in the first round and 
the third round and l just 
said to myself: ‘One more 
time'." the Frenchman 
said. 

The devastation of the 
top-ranked men has placed 
greater pressure on the top 
women in Melbourne. But 
Hingis rose to the occa- 
sion. She gave her old rival 
Pierce a day to forget in 
their 61 minute clash. 

“I just played very well 
from the beginning,’’ said 
Hingis. "She just made so 
many unforced errors. I 
don’t know what happened 
to her." 

Hingis, who won three of 
the four Grand Slams last 
year including Australia, 
said she had been nervous 
going into -the match 
because of Pierce's past 
victories. 

Hingis beat Pierce in 
straight sets in last year’s 


15th of ihe 16 seeds ousted 
at the Australian Open. 

Growing leg cramps 
slowed his game and Rios 
told his opponent as they 
shook hands at the end of 
the two hour 34 minute 
match that he would not 
have gone into a fifth set. 

“At 5-0 1 felt some pain 
in my leg and I thought a 
fifth set would have been 
really rough,” Rios said. 

Rios is now the only 
player to have reached at 
least the fourth round at 
the last five quarter finals. 
He will play Nicolas 
Escude of France in the 
only semi-final to be 
played Friday.- 

Korda, the sixth seed, 
will Thursday play Slovak 
sensation Karol Kucera 
who beat Sampras in four 
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Chile’s Mareelo Rios hits a running backhand during his quarter-final match against 
Spain's Alberto Berasategui at the Australian Open in Melbourne. Rios won m four 
sets 6-7 (6-8) 6-4 6-4 6-0 (Reuters photo) 


Sampras finds it tough at the top 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Losing in the 
Australian Open quarter-final will be a bitter 
pill for World No. 1 Pete Sampras to swallow. 

Sampras had no excuses after losing in four 
sets to the surprise Slovak Karol Kucera at 
Melbourne Pork on Tuesday night. And he did 
not hide his disappointment at falling below his 
own high standards again. He also failed in the 
fourth round at the U.S. Open last September. 

"When you feel like you are in a position to 
win a major, and considering the way I’ve been 
playing this week, it's tough to get over," said 
the American. 

Sampras was blitzed in the first two sets 
when Kucera served brilliantly and ran for 
every ball. The defending champion, no 
stranger to five set battles, just could not raise 
his game. 

“It is just hard to accept because these are 
matches I have come through in the past. That 
quarter-final I would have come through in the 
past." he said. 

Sampras may also have been a vicum of his 
own reputation as the best player of the past 25 
years. Other players fear him so much that for 
some beating Sampras is a bigger prize than the 
title. 

He admits that it is becoming tough to win 
seven matches in a row to add to his 10 Grand 
Slams. Czech veteran Petr Korda won a hard 
fought match against Sampras at the U.S. Open 
and Kucera was also looking to make a name 
for himself. 

“It’s easy playing me. I know a guy can play 
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France’s Nicolas Escude plays a backhand during his quarter final match against 
Germany's Nicolas Keifer at the Australian Open in Melbourne. The match was tied 
at two sets all and Escude leading 3-1 in the fifth when rain stopped play (Reuters 
photo) 
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well but these guys have nothing to lose. I used 
to go out against someone and I could be the 
underdog every now and again. But this hap- 
pens when you are at the top." 

Sampras said his defeat and that of U.S. Open 
champion Pat Rafter and the re-emerging 
Andre Agassi showed how open the men's 
game had become. “I think at times we take a 
lot of these wins for granted," Sampras said. 

“If anyone gets hot at the rigjit time in 
majors, anything is possible. Sure it -would 
have been nice to have me and Andre play in 
the final. But these guys are hungry and we got 
beat and that is it.” 

Sampras's other problem is age. Without 
even hinting that the end is in sight, the 26- 
year-old World No. 1 has already said here that 
both he and Agassi want to go out on a high. 

In his case it is beating Roy Emerson's over- 
all record of 12 Grand Slams and Jimmy 
Connors record of finishing as number one for 
five straight years. 

Sampras has already equalled Connors and 
be said that although losing in Melbourne did 
not help “being number one is a big goal for 
me this year.” 

He is now going to return to the United States 
to “chill out" and prepare for the next major in 
May, the French Open, which is a key one for 
Sampras at this stage of his career. 

He has never won the French Open. And not 
to win the greatest clay court tournament at 
Roland Garros rankles the player who wants to 
go down in history as the best. 
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CINEMA 


TELtt*23B 


CINEMA 


TEL.-677420 


TEL- 079 JUJU 


TEL: 07933430 


PHILADELPHIA 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 


GALLERIA 


His i ham . Yanes Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


Pierce Bros nan as 
James Bond 


PENOCCfflO 


SPEED 2 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:15 


Adel Imam SYusra ... in 

RISALAILAALWALI 


ABDOUN 

Adel Imam SYusra ... in 

R1SALA 1LA AL WALI 


ABDOUN 


NOW ON DAILY 


HOME ALONE 3 


007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 


THE PEACEMAKER 


GEORGE OF THE 
JUNGLE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
. 8:30,10:30 


Shows: 8:30, 10:30’ 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00. 5:00 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 12:15, 1:30.3:15.6:30. 
S:30, 10:30 


Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 

HERCULES 

Shows: 12:30 only 

LION KING 

Shows: 11:00 a.m. only 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 


STARSHIP TROOPERS 


THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 


■> 


and Amal Dabbas 


Shows: 8.30, 10:30 pan. 


For n-wrvaiinm call; WO 155. 625155 
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Hawks, 
Suns lose 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
j^Ugie Miller, selected ear- 
lier in'the day for his fourth 
All-Star appearance. scored 
ifl points, including a 3- 
Minter with 36 seconds left 
js the Pacers beat the 
Washington Wizards 85-84 
Tuesday night. 

Bit Smits, named an All- 
Star for the first time, added 
14 points but spent much of 
the second half un die bench 
with a jammed finger. 

juwan Howard led the 
wizards with 25 points and 
Chris Webber added 1 S and 
II rebounds. 

After Miller's 3-pointer. 
Webber missed a shot, but 
Colbert Cheaney got the 
rebound and scored to pull 
Washington within one. 
Miller then missed another 
3 -pointer, but Mark Jackson 
gripped the bail from Rod 
Strickland as the Wizards 
tried to set up for a winning 
basket in the final seconds. 

* Cheaney added 20 points 
for Washington. 

• Timberwolves 113, 
Hawks 96: In Minneapolis. 
Toni Gugliotta had 26 
points and nine assists as 
Minnesota handed Atlanta 
jb fifth straight loss. 

Stephen Marbury added 
21 points and eight assists 
for the Wolves, wh*/ have 
won nine of their last 10 
home games and eight of 
nine overall. 

Alan Henderson scored a 
career-high 27 points off the 
bench for the Hawks, who 
went 6-for-2l in the third 
quarter when Minnesota 
blew the game open behind 
Wight points by Gugliotta. 
Mookie Blaylock had 19 
points and nine assists for 
Atlanta, which was playing 
its fourth game in five 
nights. 

• Bucks 83, Pistons 81: In 
Milwaukee. Armon Gilliam 
came off the bench to score 
10 of his 15 points in the 
fourth quarter for 
Milwaukee. • 

Glenn Robinson scored 12 
of his 14 points in the sec- 
ond half for the Bucks, who 
have three straight wins for 
the first time this season. 

Joe Dumars led the 
Pistons with 20 points, and 
Grant Hill and Jerry 
Stackhouse had 19 apiece. 
Detroit was without leading 
rebounder Brian Williams, 
sidelined by a knee injury. 

• Hornets 120, Suns JI3, 
20T: In Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Glen Rice scored 
13 of Charlotte's final 26 
points and wound up with 
42. 

Rice, named an Eastern 
Conference All-Star earlier 
in the day. was held to seven 
points in the first half on 2- 
for-S field-goal shooting. 
He made 1 3 of 2 1 the rest of 
the way as the Hornets won 
for the fourth time in five 
games. 

Anthony Mason added 20 



Washington Wizards guard Rod Strickland (1) goes in for a layup underneath the 
outstretched arm of defender Antonio Davis of the Indiana Pacers, January 27 at 
Market Square Arena. The Pacers entered the contest in first place in the Centra! 
Division of the NBA's Eastern Conference (Reuters photo) 


points. 13 rebounds and six 
assists for Charlotte, and 
Matt Geiger had 10 points 
and 13 rebounds. 

Phoenix got a season-high 
30 points from Antonio 
McDyess. but he fouled out 
with 1:44 left in regulation. 
Rex Chapman added 20 
points and Steve Nash had 
IS. 

• Mavericks 84, 

Cavaliers 77, OT: In 

Dallas. Michael Finley 
scored a career-high 39 
points, including seven in 
overtime Dallas ended 

^Cleveland's three-game 
winning streak. 

Finley also helped the 
Mavs rally in the fourth 
quarter by scoring all of 
Dallas' points in a 10-0 run. 

Derek Anderson’s layup 
with 37 seconds to play in 
overtime pulled Cleveland 
within 80-77. but Finley's 
14-foot (4 I/2-metre) 
jumper with 16 seconds 
remaining extended Dallas' 
lead to S2-77. 

Finley's two free throws 
with five seconds left in the 
overtime closed out the 
Cavaliers. 

Shawn Kemp had 22 
points and 12 rebounds for 
the Cavaliers before fouling 
out with 3:4S left in over- 
time. 

• Rockets 115, Clippers 
109: In Houston. Charles 
Barkley had 21 points and 
13 rebounds to lead seven 
Rockets in double figures. 

The victory was only the 


second in the last eight 
games for the Rockets. The 
Clippers lost their fifth 
straight and 10th in their 
last 12 outings. 

Houston got 17 points and 
seven assists from Clyde 
Drexler and 15 points and 
10 rebounds from Kevin 
Willis. Rodrick Rhodes 
added 14 points. Othellu 
Harrington 13, and Mutt 
Maloney and Brent Price 
had 1 1 apiece. 

The Clippers, who had 20 
turnovers leading to 23 
Houston points, were led by 
Erie. Piatkowski . . with .22 . 
points. Maurice Taylor 
came off the bench to add 
for 21. 

• Warriors 82. TYail 
Blazers 78: In Portland, 
Oregon, Golden State, at the 
end of an emotional, dis- 
tracting day, ended their 14- 
gamc losing streak with a 
eome-from-behind victory. 

Joe Smith scored nine of 
his 23 points in a fourth- 
quarter comeback as the 
Warriors won for the first 
time since an 81-69 win at 
Denver the day after 

Christmas. 

The win came on the day 
that an arbitration hearing 
opened in downtown 

Portland over the punish- 
ment given to Laircll 

Sprewelf for his attack on 

Warrior coach PJ. 
Carlesimo. 

It also was Carlesimo’s 
first trip back to Portland 
with the Warriors since he 


was fired as Blazers' coach 
at the end of last season. 

• Bulls 103, Grizzlies 85: 
In Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Senuie Pippen, 
playing his ninth game after 
returning from foot surgery, 
scored a season -high 29 
puints. 

Pippen. who missed the 
first 35 games this season, 
went 9-for-16 and scored 20 
points in the first half as the 
Bulls quickly bounced back 
from Sunday’s loss at home 
to Utah. 

Pippen finished 13-for-24 
in 35 minutes and eclipsed, 
his previous season high of 
23 in an overtime win at 
New Jersey last week. 

Michael Jordan, who has 
never scored 30 points or 
more in five games against 
the Grizzlies, finished with 
20 points. Dennis Rodman, 
making his first appearance 
in Vancouver, had 22 
rebounds. 

• Nets 120, Nuggets 87: 
In Denver, Kerry Kittles 
and Sam Cassell scored 18 
points each us New Jersey 
handed Denver a franchise 
record 10th straight home 
loss. 

Six Nets reached double 
figures as New Jersey won 
for only the second time in 
15 games at Denver. 

The Nets, who ripped the 
Nuggets by 38 points on 
Dec. 13, shot 58 per cent 
from the floor, including 
IO-fbr-15 on 3-poimere. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TflNNAH HIRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•AQJKJS TKQ9 :A8 +KQ2 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


752 ?A52 vQ 10432 *1 

bidding has proce eded : 

XH EAST SOUTH WEST 
Pan !•> Pan* 
Pass ? 

t action do you take? 


A - It is simply u matter of 
whether you piny a small or grand 
»lam, and determining in which 
strain. Since you hove n good Qt for 
partner's suit, start off with a jump 
.shift to two spades, to see if partner 
ran raise. 

y. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AK4 TKI092 vAK *76 52 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
JNT* Pose 3T Pa** 

What do yov bid now? 

A - You hove a euper-mtuamuin 
no-trump opening with an excellent 
fit hr partner's suic You can 
describe this hand by cue-bidding 
your cheapest ace — in this case, 
three spades. 

Q. 3 - As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

«A2 CK107 05-1 *AQJI07G 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
P»m IS ? 

What action do you take* 

A ■ You have a pretty good hand, 
hut it's not quite strop g enough w 
double Urct and then bid your suit 
Simply overtoil two clubs for the 
moment, to see how partner reacts. 

0-4 -Neither vulnerable. 8 s South 

you hold: 


A - You have the minimum the 
law allows for a response, and ifyo 
bid again, partner will surely 
expect you to hove a better hand. 
Since you're in a playable contract 
at a safe level, pass und stay out ul 
trouble. 

Q. 5 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*74 2 7AKS vQ 109 72 4j 

The bidding has pro»t-ded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1 * Pass 1C ***“ 

1NT Pass " 

What bcuon do you takiv 

A - Shame on you if you even 
thought wc were trying to trap you 
Partner haio maximum of 14-la, 
and could have loss Where would 
you tike to go? Pass. 

Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 


*K9S7ti43 CA 


*664 


n ^ pr Si?m : wan 

IT ? 

«?u bid now? 

have a long spade awlan 
a reason why you should 
oing anything olhur than 
L Bid one spade. Don t 

preemptive jump on n 

i a side four-card suit 0fl< 
lr your long suit. 



Scottish Premier Division 


Dundee Utd 

1 

Celtic 

2 

Scottish Cup third round 


Motherwell 

I 

Dumbarton 

0 

English League Cup 



Liverpool 

2 

Middlesbrough 

1 

English League 



First Div^ion 




Birmingham 

4 

Stockport 

1 

Bradford 

4 

Readme 

1 

Burv 

l 

Wolverhampton 

3 

S. linked 

1 

Huddersfield 

1 

W. B. Albion 


Ipswich 

3 

Second Division 



Oldham 

3 

Wrexham 

0 

Third Division 




Chester 

0 

Cardiff 

0 

Macclesfield 

1 

Brighton 

0 

Rotherham 

2 

Cambridge Utd 

2 

Swansea 

4 

Darlington 

0 

NBA 




Indiana 

85 

Washington 

84 

Charlotte 

120 

Phoenix 

113 (2nd OT) 

Milwaukee 

S3 

Detroit 

81 

Minnesota 

JI3 

Atlanta 

96 

Dallas 

84 

Cleveland 

77 (OT) 

Houston 

115 

LA Clippers 

109 

New Jersey 

120 

Denver 

87 

Golden Stale 

82 

Portland 

78 

Chicago 

103 

Vancouver 

85 

NHL 




Buffalo 

3 

St Louis 

3 (OT) 

Boston 

6 

Ottawa 

i 

Florida 

3 

Carolina 

0 

San Jose 

4 

Anaheim 
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Japanese athletes welcomed 
at Nagano Olympic village 



International Olympic Committee President Juan Antonio Samaranch passes 
Olympic posters on arrival at Nagano Station January 28. Samaranch declared wor- 
ries about lack of snow were over for the XVIII Winter Olympic Games which are 
due to start in and around this central Japanese city on February 7 and will finish 
February 22 (Reuters photo > 


NAGANO (AFP) — Japan 
became the first country to 
take pun in a welcoming 
ceremony on Wednesday at 
the Nagano Olympic 
Village since the village 
opened for the biggest ever 
Winter Games (bur days 
ago. 

Village mayor Shozo 
Suruhara welcomed 20 ath- 
letes — all female ice 
hockey players — und 20 
officials, led by team 
leader Yushiro Yagi, at the 
ceremony. Other athletes 
skipped the ceremony 
because of training. 

Japan, which held a 
team -forming ceremony in 
Tokyo Tuesday before 
moving to Nagano, has 
sent the biggest Winter 
Olympic team with 214 
athletes and officials. 

■'Everybody 1 met in the 
village cheers me up. It 
stimulates tne to do my 
best. Hopefully, I can start 
my race in my top form." 
said Keiji Shirahatu. who 
joined the welcoming 
reception later with two 
other speed skaters. 

Shirahata set a world 
record for the men's all- 
around overall poinfs on 
the M-Wave speed skating 
rink at the national champi- 


onships at the beginning of 
the year. 

The village is located 
seven kilometres south of 
central Nagano and will be 
home to some 3.000 ath- 


letes and officials during 
the 16-day Games opening 
on February 7. 

In the village, there is a 
movie theatre, disco, same 
arcade, shops, restaurants. 


a television lounge, a 
library, a religious centre as 
well as a polyclinic and fit- 
ness centre with sauna, 
gymnasium and indoor 
pool. 


Japanese employees recruited as Olympic ‘volunteers’ 


NAGANO (AFP) — Japan's local 
government and private companies 
have drafted 13,000 employees to 
work as noi-so- willing "volunteers" at 
the Nagano Olympics, a report said 
Wednesday. 

The recruits were drafted according 
to instructions from Games organisers, 
who even told some employers how- 
many staff to send, said the Kyodo 
News report published in the Yomiuri 
Shimbun. 


The Nagano Olympic Organizing 
Committee said the staff, most of 
whom were needed as drivers. must 
work for free because other recruits 
would be working as volunteers, the 
report said. 

“It is difficult to say no when you are 
asked to do something by your boss,” 
one local government official was 
quoted as complaining. 

But an organizing official said all 
workers bad consented. “Ideally we 


would have liked the regular volun- 
teers to manage everything,” he was 
quoted as saying. “But since it is not 
common to work as a volunteer in 
Japan, there was no other way." 

The report said 22,400 people had 
orginally registered as volunteers for 
the February 7-22 Games but not 
enough wanted to drive. The recruits 
from local government and firms 
would boost total numbers to 35,000, 
it said. 


Sydney faces humiliation at 
2000 Games, organisers warned 


Egypt seek 
4th African 
Nations 
Cup title 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
boast the second best record 
in the African Nations Cup 
after Ghana with three victo- 
ries, including one of only 
two successful title defences. 

Bui two of those successes 
came in 1957 and 1959 
when Sudan and Ethiopia 
were the only other entrants 
and the third 12 years ago 
owed much to home advan- 
tage. Reaching the 1998 
finals proved an unexpected- 
ly difficult task as they had 
to make up five points on 
Senegal in the Jast two qual- 
ifying rounds to squeeze 
through. 

Drawn with fierce North 
African rivals Morocco. 
Zambia and Mozambique in 
Group D, the Pharaohs face 
an uphill struggle in alien 
conditions just to reach the 
knockout phase. 

Egypt are a match for any 
national team on the conti- 
nent in Cairo, but have 
proved consistently poor 
travellers and were eliminat- 
ed at the quarter-final stage 
of the previous two tourna- 
ments. 

Several players have sur- 
vived from the 1996 finals in 
South Africa with defenders 
Hani Ramzi and Samir 
Kamouna. midfielder 

Hazem Emam and striker 
Hussam Hussan set to occu- 
py pivotal positions. 

Ramzy plays regularly for 
German club Werder 
Bremen, but Emam has been 
unable to command a first- 
team place at Italian side 
Udinese since his move from 
four-time African champions 
Zamalek. 

One player not going to 
Burkina Faso Is veteran 
Ahmad A1 Kass, the gifted 
midfielder who has become 
a victim of father time and 
was freed in a Zamalek 
cleanout. 

Former army colonel 
Mahmoud al-Gohary was 
recalled as coach last March 
and has a special place in 
Egyptian football folklore 
having guided his country to 
the 1990 World Cup finals. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Sydney 
faces being humiliated with 
the world watching if it fails 
to sort out its transport 
problems for the 2000 
Olympic Games, organisers 
were warned Wednesday. 

Opposition transport 
spokesman Michael Photios 
said he was not confident 
the massive task could be 
achieved, pointing out that 
the city's rail system had 
trouble coping as it is. 

"We will face an unmiti- 
gated disaster which will 
humiliate Sydney and the 
nation.” he said. 

Olympics Minister 
Michael Knight admitted 
Wednesday there were 
problems and few believed 
it could be done. 

“The biggest issue is con- 
vincing people that we can 
deliver, and frankly, 1 don't 
think anybody is convinced 
that we have got it solved.” 
he said. 

"It is a massive logistical 
task which will place great 
pressure on Sydney 's trans- 
port system.” 

And after the problems 
that beset Atlanta in 1996. 
all eyes will be on Sydney 
to get it right. 

The rail network will be 


forced to handle 80 per cent 
more people during the 
Games than it does now. 

This means gening 1.8 
million people on and off 
trains even' 24 hours for the 
duration of Lhe Olympics. 
Photios said there were 
insufficient trains to handle 
the current level of patron- 
age. 

Leaked figures indicate 
that between August and 
October last year there were 
at least 700 signal and infra- 
structure failures, causing 
2.232 trains to be cancelled 
or delayed, he said. 

On Wednesday, Knight 
announced a Games 
Transport Strategic Plan, 
but insisted it was just a 
framework and “docs not 
provide all the answers.” 

The plan predicts more 
than 500.000 people will 
travel to Sydney's Olympic 
Park at Homebush, in the 
city's west, on the busiest 
days of the Games. 

Most of them will go by 
rail, arriving at a new rail- 
way station designed to 
handle 50.000 passengers 
an hour, but bus transport 
will also be important. 

It is expected 50 percent 
more people will travel by 


bus during the Olympics. 

Knight — who said the 
city’s transport system 

would be worked like it had 
never been worked before 
— remained confident it 
could be done. 

"The general public will 
believe it when they see it.” 
he said. 

He emphasised that 

Sydney already had an 
extensive heavy rail net- 
work in place, something 
which was nor the case at 
the problem-ridden Atlanta 
Olympics. 

Traffic flows, which were 
also expected to be 
extremely heavy in Sydney, 
would be managed by 

establishing special 

Olympic transit lanes, dedi- 
cated for use by athletes, 
official Olympic vehicles 

and public transport, includ- 
ing bus services and taxis. 

Parking restrictions would 
be imposed and car pooling 
encouraged. 

Knight said the greatest 
transport fear was an athlete 
missing an event. To pre- 
vent this happening all 
ferry’s and fast catamarans 
to the Homebush stadium 
will be reserved soley for 
athletes and officials. 


Japan will be World Cup 
‘surprise package’ — coach 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Japanese 
national coach Takeshi Okada said here on 
Tuesday that his side would be the ‘surprise 
package’ of this year’s World Cup finals in 
France. 

Okada. who took over as coach after Shu 
Kamo resigned following the defeat against 
South Korea in their Asian qualifying group 
last September, said that Japan could pull 
off a shock result against their Group H 
opponents lei low debutants Jamaica and 
Croatia and dual world champions 
Argentina. 

Japan, who qualified by beating Iran 3-2 
courtesy of a golden goal by Masayuki 
Okano in an Asian Zone play-off, open iheir 
campaign against Argentina in Toulouse on 
June 14. 

“1 really hope with all my heart that we 
can pull off a surprise and if we get the right 


tactics and good team spirit then that is like- 
ly to happen,” Okada said. 

Okada. who is looking towards the Kirin 
Cup in May as the launching pad For the 
World Cup campaign, said he would be tak- 
ing a squad of 29 players, including the rev- 
elations of the 1997 J-League season 
Atsushi Yanagisawa and ‘keeper Hayato 
Okanaka. to a training camp in Australia. 

”1 hope to be able to decide on my final 22 
players in Australia and from there to form 
a really good team spirit,” Okada said. 

“Once 1 have a team in mind then we can 
start concentrating on tactics. My formation 
is decided and that will he 4-42 ” Okada 
added. 

Okada said that one new face who could 
make the final squad was playroaker 
Tadatoshi Masuda who plays for Antlers in 
the J-League. 




i2 N e ws 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 29-30, 1998 


Sex scandal reaches Clinton’s innermost 
circle as his secretary testifies in probe 



WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House put on a 
brave face as the official 
probe of a sex and cover-up 
scandal surrounding US. 
President Bill Clinton began 
to touch members of his 
innermost circle, just as he 
was delivering ius annual 
State of the Union address. 

Mr. Clinton's secretary 
Betty Currie made no com- 
ment Tuesday as she cow- 
ered from a swarm of 
reporters on leaving a feder- 
al court where she testified 
about allegations that Mr. 
Clinton asked former White 
House intern Monica 
Lewinsky to lie under oath 
about an affair. 

Ms. Currie, who is alleged 
to have approved Ms. 
Lewinsky’s admission to 
the White House several 
times and delivered gifts 
from her to Mr. Clinton, 
was the first White House 
official to respond to a sub- 
poena from investigating 
independent counsel 

Kenneth Starr. A deposition 
by Mr. Clinton’s friend and 
lawyer Vernon Jordan, who 
is also alleged to have 
coaxed Ms. Lewinsky to lie. 
was postponed. 

The White House was 
holding its breath as Ms. 
Lewinsky’s lawyer contin- 
ued to work on an immunity 
deal for his client with Mr. 
Starr, who extended his 
other White House probes 
to the sex charges. 

Ms. Lewinsky. 24, denied 
the alleged 18-month affair 
in a Jan. 7 sworn deposition 
but was secretly taped talk- 
ing about it with a co-work- 
er, who turned the tapes 
over to Mr. Starr. 

If she now admits the 
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The Washington Post on Tuesday reproduced, a per- 
sonal ad, shown, placed in the paper last Valentine’s 
Day, February 14, 1997, allegedly by former White 
House intern Monica Lewinsky and intended for 
President Bill Clinton. The paper said the Valentine’s 
Day ad, quoting ‘Romeo and Joliet’ and signed ‘M,’ 
was placed by Lewinsky, according to a series of 
secret tapes that former White House employee Linda 
Tripp made of conversations she had with Lewinsky 
(Reuters photo) 


affair, Ms. Lewinsky could 
be jailed for peijury. but her 
lawyer William Ginsburg 
has reportedly told Mr. Starr 
she will testify to having 
sex with the American pres- 
ident if she is granted pro- 
tection from prosecution. 

Ms. Lewinsky’s reputa- 
tion was assailed Tuesday 
when a 32-year-old school- 
teacher Andy Bleiier 
claimed he had a five-year 
affair with her and said she 
bragged of having oral sex 
with someone senior in the 
White House. 

Mr. Ginsburg immediately 
dismissed the claim as 
“staged" and “irrelevant.” 

The White House was 
dealt a setback Tuesday as 
Judge Susan Webber Wright 
ruled that Mr. Starr was to 
be given a deposition that 
Mr. Clinton made in a sexu- 


al harassment, CBS News 
reported. 

Mr. Clinton Issued a 
sworn denial of the affair 
with Ms. Lewinslri in a 
deposition on Jan. 17 for 
lawyers for Paula Jones, and 
could be charged with 
impeachable offences if the 
allegations are proven true. 

U.S. First Lady Hillary 
Clinton, in her fust nation- 
ally broadcast interview 
since the scandal broke a 
week ago, fiercely defended 
her husband Tuesday, 
charging a “vast right-wing 
conspiracy” was behind the 
scandal. 

She also asked that he be 
given a fair hearing in this 
Stale of the Union speech 
late Tuesday to Congress, in 
which he did not mention 
the scandal and outlined his 
future domestic and foreign 


policy initiatives. 

The first lady told NBC 
television that Mr. Starr 
obsessively targeted the 
president and herself for the 
past four years, “looking at 
every telephone call we’ve 
made... every cheque we’ve 
ever written, scratching for 
dirt, in timi dating witnesses, 
doing everything possible to 
tty to make some accusation 
against my husband." 

Mr. Starr later dismissed 
her charges as “nonsense," 
saying the investigation was 
launched after he received 
“credible evidence of seri- 
ous federal crimes.” 

Mr. Starr insisted that his 
investigation had been 
methodical and nonpartisan. 

Mr. Starr’s investigations 
of the Clintons started with 
an inquiry three years ago 
into the failed Whitewater 
real estate deal in the 1970s. 

Over the years however, 
the probes have included 
the suicide of White House 
official Vincent Foster and 
White House delays in 
handing over subpoenaed 
materials, also called 
Fdegate. The total tab for 
the inquiries so far. is S2S 
milli on. 

Polls show Americans 
continue to give Mr. Clinton 
good ratings on his job per- 
formance but are concerned 
about his moral conduct 

A New York Times survey 
out Tuesday had Mr. 
Clinton down just two 
points from his 58 per cent 
approval rating in 
December, but the number 
of those who felt Mr. 
Clinton shared their moral 
values dropped 15 points 
from the 55 per cent in 
October. 
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AUTHORITY & OPPOSITION: Palestinian President Yasser Arafat lasses 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the spiritual leader of Hamas, during a ceremony dinner 

i • i w l- _ j i • r". u. l,tn Mr 4rafa( nnx. 


honouring several Muslim scholars, in Gaza City late Tuesday. Mr. Arafat pre- 

“ n in honour of his 'struggles and sacrifices 


sen ted Sheikh Yassin with the Koran 
on behalf of the nation’ (Photo by Reuters) (see story on page 2) 


Palestinian wounded in Gaza Strip 

PNA cabinet calls for peaceful 
demonstrations against Israel 
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Tunisian aims 
high for record as 
world’s tallest man 


TUNIS (AFP) _ 
Radhouane Cherbib says he 
has grown into the world’s 
tallest man. And at a neck- 
aching 235m, (he Tunisian 
aims to be in die next 
Guinness Bode of Records. 
According to the Tunisian 
daily Le Temps, Cherbib, 29, 
is two centimetres taller than 
die current world record 
bolder, Pakistani Moham- 
mad A (an Gbanna. 


Weight is not a 
problem — Winslet 


LONDON (AFP) - 
“Titanic" heroine Kate 
Winslet says weight’s not a 
problem for her... she’s got a 
lull figure and she’s proud of 
it. “Life's so sboct and it’s 
here to be Kved,” Winslet 
said on British television. 
“Vm happy with (he way J 
am. I’m not bke American 
film stars.” Last week 
Winslet was pictured in the 
press here in a dress that 
foiled to hide her folia' figure 
and accompanying words 
that suggested she was losing 
a battle over weight. But she 
told GMTV television that 
she feels a lot happier after 
gaining 6kg since the end of 
shooting for Titanic. “Some 
people are naturally very 
s Hm. Pm naturally curvy,” 
Winslet said. ‘Tve got child- 
bearing hips.” 
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Turkish government report says 
state ordered slayings of Kurds 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkish 
officials ordered the killings of 
prominent Kurds, including a 
deputy, a writer and business- 
men suspected of funding 
Kurdish rebels, and bombed a 
Kurdish newspaper to cut off 
support to the movement, 
according to a Turkish govern- 
ment report published 
Wednesday. 

Key parts of the report had 
been leaked last week. But vir- 
tually the entire 120-page 
report was published in 
Turkish newspapers 

Wednesday, providing new 
details about the stare's dirty 
war against groups considered 
a threat 

The government omitted 1 1 
pages for security reasons. 

The report said that in 1994 
Turkish security forces killed 
Behcet CanturL a Kurdish 
businessman who helped 
finance the now defunct 
Kurdish newspaper Ozgur 
Gundetn. Two bomb attacks 
which destroyed the paper’s 
buildings in Istanbul and 
Ankara were also carried out 
by the state, it said 

‘The state was not able to 
deal with Canturic.. Legal 
means were not enough... It 
was decided that be be killed 
by the security forces.’’ said the 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s parliament will dis- 
cuss the abolition of the death 
penalty and greater freedom 
of expression in government- 
backed amendments to the 
country’s anti-terrorist laws, 
Turkish press reports said 
Wednesday. 

No date was given in 
reports of the debate on the 
amendments, set to modify 
certain parts of the Turkish 
penal code and anti-terrorist 


report prepared by govern- 
ment-appointed investigator 
Kudu Savas. 

Among other alleged 
Kurdish guerrilla supporters 
who were murdered was a 
Kurdish deputy, Mehmet 
Sincan Sincur was shot dead in 
1993 in the Kuidish-donunat- 
ed south-eastern city of 
Batman. His Kurdish People's 
Workers Party was later shut 
down by court order. 

Also slain was peace-loving 
Kurdish writer Musa An ter. the 
report said His death in 1994 
caused a public outcry. The 
report said authorities later 
regretted Ins murder when 
Anter's popularity grew fur- 
ther after his death. 

The three killings had gone 
unsolved at the time. 

Kurdish rebels have been 
fighting for Kurdish autonomy 
irf foe south-east since 1984. 
The war has killed 37.000 peo- 
ple and damaged Turkey’s 
human rights record, hurting 
relations with foe West 

The repot grew out of an 
investigation into stale-under- 
worid links, touched off by a 
traffic accident last year, which 
killed a police chief and a fugi- 
tive terrorist and injured a gov- 
ernment-party politician. They 
were all riding in the same car. 


laws. 

Article eight of the anti-ter- 
rorist law may be removed 
making way for greater free- 
dom of expression and the 
commutation of already-pro- 
nounced death sentences into 
life imprisonment, foe Sabah 
daily said, quoting Turkish 
Justice Minister Oltan 
Sungurlu. 

Since foe establishment of 
foe Turkish republic in 1923, 
588 convicts have been exe- 


According to last week's 
disclosures, the state initially 
hired ex-terrorists to fight 
Armenian terrorists targeting 
TUrirish diplomats abroad in 
early 1980s. 

But the state eventually lost 
control over its hitmen and the 
assassins turned to diug-traf- 
ficking. extortion and kidnap- 
ping as well as copying out 
some killings on their own. 

They allegedly worked in 
close cooperation with the 
police department and even 
targeted members of foe 
national intelligence agency 
who disagreed with police offi- 
cials. killing 15 secret agents. 

It was not clear what action, 
if any, would be taken against 
police officers. intelKgeoce 
officials and bureaucrats 
n am ed in the report. 

Former Tudsih Interior 
Minister Mehmet Agar, who 
allegedly orchestrated some of 
the operations, and Sedat 
Bucak. foe deputy who sur- 
vived foe traffic accident were 
expected to stand trial soon on 
charges they formed criminal 
gangs within the state. 

Bucak is a Kurdish warlord 
turned politician who runs an 
army of 2,000 paramilitary vil- 
lage guards fighting the 
Kurdish rebels. 


cured. the last in 1983. 

Hundreds of prisoners sen- 
tenced to death are reported 
to be waiting for parliament 
to re-examine their cases. 

Dozens of writers, intellec- 
tuals and journalists have 
been imprisoned under arti- 
cle eight for between six 
months and three years for 
producing so-called sepa- 
ratist propaganda, after writ- 
ing about foe Kurdish sepa- 
ratist conflict 


Iran hails EU’s 
‘realistic’ 
approach to 
resumption of 
dialogue 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Wednesday praised the 
European Union (EU) for 
considering foe resumption of 
dialogue wifo foe Islamic 
republic, saying the EU was 
moving in foe right direction. 

“We welcome the fact that 
the EU has reached the under- 
standing after several months 
that it should review its past 
policies,” said Iranian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Ma- 
hmoud MohammadL “It 
shows that the EU is moving 
towards a realistic direction.” 

“Our relations with every 
European country are based 
on mutual interest and respect 
and we welcome any move 
towards such an objective.” be 
added. 

The EU' s British presidency 
said Monday that foreign min- 
isters from the 15 members 
states have asked aides to 
study the possibility of resum- 
ing a “critical dialogue” with 
Iran. The experts will repot 
back in February. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook sard a policy of 
isolation would be “counter- 
productive” following the 
election in May of Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, who has pledged to 
ease tension with other coun- 
tries and appears to want rap- 
prochement with Europe. 

EU states suspended “criti- 
cal dialogue" wifo Tehran in 
April and recalled their 
ambassadors after a German 
court concluded that top 
Iranian leaders were behind 
the 1992 assassination of 
Kurdish Iranian activists in a 
Berlin restaurant A partial 
dfiente came in November 
when European ambassadors 
returned to Tehran. 


Combined 
agency dispatches 

Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded a Palestinian man 
Wednesday during a protest 
demonstration against expan- 
sion of a Jewish settlement, an 
anriy spokesman said’’ " “ 
The army said a soldier shot 
the man as he tried to light a 
firebomb to throw at troops 
confronting the demonstrators. 
Israeli witnesses said the man 
was wounded in the leg but 
there was no. immediate 
account of the incident or news 
of the man’s condition from 
the Palestinians. 

The shooting occurred as 
several dozen Palestinians 
protested Israeli settlement 
policies outside Gush Katif. a 
Jewish settlement in foe south 
of the Gaza Strip, most of 
which is under foe control of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Last week several 
Palestinians were wounded by 
Israeli soldiers during a series 
of protests near Jewish settle- 
ments in the Gaza Strip. 

Wednesday ! s protest came 
after foe Palestinian cabinet 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Former 
technician Mondechai Vanunu, 
who divulged secrets about 
Israel's nuclear programme, 
will soon be transferred to a 
group cell after 12 years in 
solitary confinement, Israeli 
public television said Tuesday. 

The Israeli security service 
Shin Bet agreed that Vanunu 
may be moved to a group cell, 
the television said. 

Vanunu, who formerly 
worked at foe nuclear plant in 
Dimona, southern Israel, was 
sentenced to 18 years in prison 
in 1986 for revealing secret 
militar y nuclear information to 
the Sunday Times of Britain. 

The information included 
drawings of the plant, built 
with French assistance in the 


called Tuesday for a “mass 
mobilisation" and peaceful 
demonstrations against Israel's 
policy of expanding Jewish 
settlements. 

The Palestinians view the 
growth of Jewish settlements 
on disputed Land a key cause of 
&£”trisis" -WhlCH life sttiSSf 
Israeli-Palestinian peace nego- 
tiations. for the past six months. 

They say Israel is expanding 
foe settlements to stake out a 
claim to more of the occupied 
territory ahead of negotiations 
on a final peace settlement 
between the two sides. 

Earlier this month the Israeli 
cabinet said settlements were 
port of areas of “vital national 
interest" to Israel implying 
that foe land they occupied 
would not be turried over to 
Palestinian* control even under 
a final peace deal. 

Late Tuesday, die Palestinian 
cabinet called for a “mass 
mobilisation” and peaceful 
demonstrations against Israel’s 
settlement policy. Palestinian 
Information Minister Yasser 
Abed Rabbo said. 

“The cabinet calls on foe 
population to mobilise en 
masse and organise peaceful 


1950s, and its underground 
installations where he said 
nuclear bombs woe produced. 

The Israeli who was living 
in Britain at the time, was 
lured to Italy by a female agent 
of the Israeli secret service 
Mossad. He was kidnapped 
there and taken to Israel. 

Since the beginning of his 
sentence, Vanunu has been in 
solitary confinement for 

“security reasons." Over the 
years, he had appealed in vain 
for an end to the solitary con- 
finement 

In October a retired U.S. 
couple legally adopted 

Vanunu, 42. His adoptive 
mother. Maty Eoloff, told 
Israel army radio foe adoption 
should permit him to obtain 


demonstrations against foe pol- 
icy of the Israeli government of 
confiscating land and houses in 
foe West Bank, east Jerusalem 
and the Gaza Strip.” Mr. Abed 
Rabbo said. 

He gave no details of how 
the protests would be organ- 
ised.' 

The Palestinian minister also 
repeated that foe PNA rejected 
any change to agreements 
already concluded with Israel 
and demanded that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu implement them. 

“We want an Israeli military 
withdrawal from 90 per cent of 
foe West Bank and not the 11. 
12 or 13 per cent that 
Benyamin Netanyahu is 
proposing," Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said. 

He again called for an Arab 
summit to condemn foe 
“obstiuction" of foe Israeli 
government Earlier Tuesday 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat rejected a U.S. proposal 
.for a step-by-step Israeli pull- 
back from the West Bank, 
knocking the cornerstone out 
of a U.S. package deal to end 
the long deadlock in the peace 
process. 


U.S. citizenship and pressure 
Israel to release him. 

In March, U.S. representa- 
tives called for U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to pressure Israel 
to release Vanunu for “human- 
itarian reasons" and because of 
“foe deterioration in his mental 
health from his prolonged iso- 
lation." 

According to foreign mili- 
tary experts, Israel has more 
than 100 atomic bombs and 
medium and long-range mis- 
siles capable of transporting a 
nuclear load. 

Israeli leadens will only say 
that Israel would not be the 
fust country to introduce 
nuclear weapons in the Middle 
East 


Turkey moots end to death penalty 


Israel to ease conditions for Vanunu 


Eastern Mediterranean hopes for tourists, not trouble, in year 2000 

Jordan to a concerted effort to 
restore foe region's image 


By Susanne Gusten 

Agence France Prnsse 

ISTANBUL— The year 2000 
will herald the rebirth of foe 
eastern Mediterranean’s image 
as a cradle of culture and civil- 
isation, instead of as a notori- 
ous troubles*** — if all goes 
according to plan, that is. 

The plan is that of foe 
Association of Travel Agencies 
of TUrfcey (TURSAB). which 
has recruited its counterparts in 
Greece, Israel Egypt and 


abroad to its ancient glory. 

“We warn the world to focus 
more cxi this parr of foe world 
again as a historical and cultur- 
al site.” said TURSAB ‘s presi- 
dent. Talha Camas. 

Turkish tour guides have 
already risen to the occasion, 
cramming Christian and 
Jewish religion and history in a 
series of crash-courses: the first 
of half a dozen such courses 
drew more than 300 partici- 


pants this month. 

“We will enter the new mil- 
lennium as a showcase for the 
civilisations of foe past two 
millennia,” said Me Camas. 

The year 2000, foe industry 
hopes, will offer an ideal peg, 
as Christians commemorate 
foe anniversary of the birth of 
Jesus Christ and foe world cel- 
ebrates the coming of a new 
age. 

TURSAB’s project has met 
with enthusiasm from travel 
industry associations in die 


other countries of the eastern 
Mediterranean. Me Camas 
said, and is to get off the 
ground officially at a meeting 
in Berlin in early March during 
foe annual International 
Tourism Fair (ITB). 

“Actually, Td been hoping 
we’d be ready to present a 
common campaign at the fair,” 
said Mr. Camas regretfully. 

The region being what it is. 
though, preparations have been 
hampered by political and 
bureaucratic snags. 


TURSAB’s project calls for 
foe travel agencies of the coun- 
tries involved to join forces in a 
campaign for the entire region, 
rather than for foeir individual 
countries, and for packages 
offering routs and destinations 
throughout the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

One such route, for example, 
would follow in the footsteps 
of the apostle Saint Paul from 
Jerusalem to Ephesus and on to 
Philippi through modem 
Israel Turkey artd Greece. 


“We have to begin promot- 
ing die region as a whole,” Mr. 
Camas explained. ‘The days of 
competition among individual 
countries are oven we have to 
join forces to deal with foe 
companion from long- haul 
destinations in die Caribbean 
and foe Far East” 

The drive to promote a unit- 
ed region is an uphill struggle 
though, Mr. Camas acknowl- 
edged. 

Egypt’s tourism industry has 
just suffered a serious setback 


following the Wood-bath at 
Luxor last November, bomb 
attacks on buses have long 
been putting visitors off Israel; 
and parts oTfinkey are out of 
bounds due to the armed con- 
flict with foe Kurdish separatia 
Kurdish Labour Party. 

“ft’s a risky business in this 
part of the world,” Me Camas 
admitted cheerfully. “And if 
[U-S- President Bill] Clinton 
decides to strike at Iraq, we can 

just forget about the whole 
thing anyway.” 


PARIS (AFP) — Maverick 
American film director 
Quentin Tarantino has 
moved from being a mere 
proper noun to a top-ranked 
adjective — and he loves it 
“These days, one out of three 
scripts is being ’ labelled 
Tarantmo-esqueT” .. 
director said in an interview 
wifo the French weekly 
Premiere. T became an 
adjective a lot earlier than I 
had expected,” said a 
supremely confident 

Tarantino. “I no longer need 
a big-name actor to make a 
movie.” ‘That’s real power, 
not needing a [Tom] Cruise 
or a Tom Hanks to make a 
film.” 
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British actress joins 1 ] 

U-S. sitcom ‘Triends’ 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
actress Helen -Baxendaie 
appears set to be the new star 
of American sitcom 
“Friends.” According to press 
reports here, sbe has been 
signed to join the cast of the 
hit television series, where 
she will take over from 
Jennifer Amstoo. “Wre 
delighted with the choice we 
made,” the Mirror quoted 
executive producer Kevin 
Bright as saying. “Ws know 
Helen is going to be just great 
and a big hit wifo the fans.” 

Christie Brinkley 
expecting new child 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Supermodel Christie Brinkley 
is expecting her first child 
wifo husband architect Peter 
Cook in July. The 43-year-old 
former swimsuit model has a 
girl AJexa, 12, wifo Billy Joel 
and a boy. Jack, 2-1/2, from 
her brief marriage to Ricky 
Taubman. 



Spain’s Guggenheim 
gets influx of visitors 


BILBAO (AFP) — Bilbao’s 
new Guggenheim museum is 
breaking records as it tries to 
cope with higher than expect- 
ed numbers of visitors. 
Already the museum in this 
city in northern Spain has 
ken foe national record of vis- 
itors in one day three times 
since it opened on Oct 19. Its 
total of nearly 300,000 visi- 
tors to die end of last week 
was 25 per cent more than 
officials had expected. They 
said the influx had sonaetime-j 
reached “saturation point.” 
The futuristic modem art 
museum, designed by 
California architect Rank 
O’Gehry, is an. offs boor of 
New York’s Guggenheim 

Foundation. 
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